SOME OF MY WRITINGS. OTHERS CAN BE OBTAINED
FROM ME ON A PERSONAL BASIS. MANY OF THESE
WRITINGS WERE WRITTEN DURING THE PERIOD WHEN
THE IMPACT OF THE COLD WAR WAS STILL RELEVANT.



MY WRITINGS IN INTERNATIONALLY REPUTED
PUBLICATIONS.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Szent-Gyorgyi and vitamin C

Sir—The book review by Walter Gratzer!
describes the isolation of vitamin C in 1932
He says, correctly. that J. L. Svirbely went
from C. G. King's laboratories in Pitts-
burgh to Albert Szent-Gydérgyi's laboratory
in Szeged, where Svirbely tested Szent-
Gyérgyi’s hexuronic acid with guinea pigs
and found that it was vitamin C. Reflecting
the way events are recounted in the book,
Gratzer then says that King, upon receiving
a letter from Svirbely with this information,
“promptly and shamelessly jumped the
gun and got a paper off to Science”.

This is defamatory to King and is quite
incorrect. It is compounded by Gratzer's
statement that the book (by Moss) is
“clear-cyed, scholarly and scrupulous”.
The pertinent events were as follows™:
W. A. Waugh, a student in King’s labora-
tory, obtained crystalline vitamin C from
lemon juice, in September 1931, with con-
stant assay activity in scorbutic guinea pigs.
These results were repeated, and Waugh
and King submitted an abstract for the
27-30 April 1932 meeting of the American
Society of Biological Chemists. As nearly
as [ can find out, abstracts then had to be
submitted before the end of February to
be placed on the programme of the
meeting. This is in accordance with
King’s statement that a few weeks after
this submission, King received a letter
from Svirbely (as noted by Gratzer) in
Szent-Gydrgyi’s laboratory, saying that
they were “just finishing their first assay in
which animals . . , were protected from
scurvy when given 1 mg of hexuronic acid
daily” and that they were sending a report
to Nature (published 16 April 1932)*. The
report did not mention that Svirbely had
spent the previous year working with King
and that he and King had co-authored a
paper on preparation of vitamin C concen-
trates from lemon juice®. In short, the
news was brought from Ghent to Aix, not,
as Gratzer claims, from Aix to Ghent! In
contrast to the omission of reference to
their work by Svirbely and Szent-Gyérgyi,
King and Waugh in Science® stated that
recrystallized vitamin C from lemon juice
“is apparently identical with the hexuronic
acid described by Szent-Gyorgyi”, thus
giving credit to Szent-Gyérgyi for his role.

Far from “jumping the gun”, King
actually delayed submission of his manu-
seript to Science until he had checked the
spurious claim of O. Rygh that vitamin C
was methylromarcotine®**,

It should be noted that S. S. Zilva had
reported erroneously that Szent-Gyorgyi's
hexuronic acid was not Vitamin C*’*, and
that King and Waugh corrected Zilva's
mistake’,

This brings up the question: when is a
vitamin identified? The answer is: not
until its biological activity is established.
Funk, who had predicted the existence of

an anti-pellagra ‘vitamine’ (he coined the
word ‘vitamine’, now ‘vitamin’), isolated
nicotinic acid from yeast in 1913", but 1t
was not tested against canine black tongue
or human pellagra until 1937 and so was
not recognized as a vitamin until then,
without credit going to Funk. Szent-
Gybrgyi isolated hexuronic acid in 1928,
but it was not tested against scurvy until
1932. The test was carried out by Svirbely,
not by Szent-Gyorgyi®.

At my invitation, in 1979, King described
the history of the isolation of vitamin C at
the annual meeting of the American Insti-
tute of Nutrition’. King’s scientific conduct
in the vitamin C episode, as on all other
occasions, was exemplary and punctilious?,
and, in my opinion, over-reticent on this
issue, despite the fact that he did not share
in the Nobel Prizes for vitamin C in 1937.
It is nnfortunate that this slur has appeared
within a short time of King's death on 23
January 1988.

THomas H. Jukes
Department of Biophysics and Medical
Physics,
University of California, Berkeley,
Berkeley, California 94720, USA

Gratzer, W. Nature 331, 397- 398 (1988).

. Stare, F. J. & Stare, I. M. J. Nurr. (in the press).

. King, C. G. Fedn. Proc. 38, 26812683 (1979).

. Svirbely, J. L. & Szent-Gydrgyi, A. Nature 129, 576- 577
(1932).

. Svirbely, J. L. & King. C. G.J. biol. Chem 94, 483 - 490
(1931).

. King, C. G. & Waugh, W. A. Science 75, 357-358 (1932).
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I1. Szent-Gyérgyi. A. Biochem. J. 22, 1387 - 1393 (1928).
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Sik—I would like to correct some miscon-
ceptions appearing in Walter Gratzer's
otherwise excellent review of Free Radical:
Albert Szent-Gydérgyi and the Batile Over
Vitamin C (Nature 331, 397-398; 1988). I
had the privilege of collaborating closely
with Szent-Gydrgyi during the last 12 years
of his lifc and enjoyed the fricndship of
many of those who collaborated with him
before and during that time. To state, as
the reviewer does, that Szent-Gydrgyi
“often perverted” the talents of his scien-
tific followers is a concept that does not
come out of the book and incorrectly
reflects the integrity and spirit of the scien-
tific collaborations which occurred.

The reviewer also states that the
National Foundation for Cancer Research
which supported Szent-Gyorgyi's work
for 13 years “collapsed in squalor and
recrimination™ and yet the book (p. 257)
describes how “for reasons difficult to
fathom™ the foundation’s fund-raising fell
but “has since begun to stabilize™. I cur-
rently receive funding from the founda-
tion and my involvement with the “inter-
national, interdisciplinary, laboratory

without walls™ approach of its support for
basic research remains one of my most
exciting experiences. It is true that in the
last year of his life Szent-Gyorgyi was in
conflict with the foundation’s administra-
tion, but [ believe the previous 12 years of
mutual goodwill and support far out-
weighed this unfortunate situation.

Finally. and here the reviewer does
correctly reflect the book, the image is
given that “influenced by his young wife,
Szent-Gyorgyi became alicnated from his
family and friends™ and at the end became
“lonely, embittered and unfulfilled”.
During that last summer (and for many
before that) my family and I were house
guests of the Szent-Gyorgyis in the summer
cottage by their house. Marcia Szent-
Gyorgyi lovingly devoted herself to the
care of her husband and encouraged
visitors whenever possible (one such visitor
was Linus Pauling). Although Szent-
Gyorgyi was seriously ill, he remained
interested in and positive about the science
in his laboratory. and he retained his
impish sense of humour and philosophical
view of life. If there is one criticism 1
would make of the biography of Szent-
Gyorgyi, it would be that the author did
not allow himself enough time to obtain a
wider and more balanced view of those
last few years.

RoxarLp PeThic

Institute of Molecular and

Biomolecular Electronics,
University of Wales, Bangor,
Bangor, Gwynedd LLL57 1UT, UK

India and China

Sir—In my opinion the letter by N. H,
Antia, “India since independence”
(Nature 331, 384; 1988) contained in-
accurate statistics and factual errors,

It is difficult to compare India and
China because precise statistics are
difficult to obtain from a closed system
such as China’s. Nevertheless, available
data indicate that India leads China in
most fields, besides having the third
largest technical manpower in the world
(after the Soviet Union and the United
States).

China lost an entire generation of
scientists to the cultural revolution while
science in India benefits from free inter-
action of Indian scientists with those in
Western and Eastern bloc countries. The
number of contributions to scientific
journals coming from Indian as opposed
to Chinese laboratories demonstrates this.

Morecover, the sound defeat of the
Chinese during the 1979 Sino-Vietnamese
conflict indicated the backwardness of the
Chinese arms industry, which may reflect
the state of her heavy industry as a whole,

UPINDER FOTADAR
Depariment of Molecular Pharmacology,
Albert Einstein College of Medicine,
Bronx, New York 10461, USA
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India's Buddhists and Hindus Live in Harmony

Published: July 17, 1992
To the Editor:

I found "Where Buddha's Path Crosses the Hindu Cosmos" (news article, July 3), on
sectarian conflict in Bodh Gaya, India, exaggerated in characterizing tensions between
Buddhists and Hindus in the place where Siddhartha Gautama meditated under a peepul
tree and found enlightenment. The problem is minor and will certainly be resolved
peacefully.

The relationship between Hinduism and Buddhism has all along been amicable. Buddha is
deeply revered by most Hindus, and many of the official symbols of modern India are
Buddhist in origin.

Furthermore, the tolerance inherent in Hinduism is clearly reflected in India's vibrant,
secular democracy. Moreover, you mention the "dominant Aryan Brahmins": This so-called
Aryan-Dravidian division is a myth perpetuated by some Western Indologists. Both these
racial groups have lived in harmony since time immemorial in India, mainly under their
common Vedic culture.

It must also be pointed out that Lord Buddha himself was an Aryan belonging to the
tamous tribe of the Sakyas. Hence he was often referred to as Sakyamuni, which in Sanskrit
means the sage of the Sakyas.

Thus, the likelihood of a conflict betwe;en Buddhism and Hinduism based on racial
differences was remote during the lifetime of Buddha, and remains true. Besides, neither
Buddhism nor Hinduism has any racial overtones. UPINDER FOTADAR Bronx, J uly 7,
1992




CORRESPONDENCE

Riddle of the tenth man

Sk —While describing the history of the
revelation of the Piltdown hoax, Henry
Gee' says that the “chemical analyses by
Kenneth P. Oakley of the museum [British
Museum (Natural History)] showed that all
the artefacts were of recent date”, Because
the artefacts were of extreme importance
and were registered at the museum, it was
decreed that they could not be removed
from the museum precincts and that no
samples could be taken for analysis either
within or outside the museum.

The Machiavellian minds of the lawyers,
however, decided that it could be consid-
ered that the objects could be deemed to be
still in the museum if they were in the
charge of the curator and if they were
returned before nightfall. | had recently
developed X-ray fluorescence analysis
(XRF) as a nondestructive method of
chemical analysis, which was also very rapid
and ideally suited if the surface was to be
investigated. Indeed, these analyses were
probably the very first practical use of XRF
for either academic or commercial purpos-
es*’. (Many other methods of chemical and
physical examination using classical tech-
niques were used by the Natural History
Museum after it had been discovered® that
the bones were not in fact so irreplaceable!)

When mentioning the comparison of the
staining on the original Piltdown specimens
and the teeth found in Hinton's trunk, Gee
quotes Professor Brian Gardiner as aceus-
ing Martin Hinton (late of the Natural His-
tory Museum) of the fraud, and saying:
“But Oakley did not look for manganese,
Crucially, analyses of the contents of
Hinton’s trunk by Currant and Gardiner
show that they are enriched in iron as well
as manganese — in the same proportions as
in the Piltdown specimen.” To quote from
my thesis® “._. all specimens were also
analysed for manganese which was found to
be absent in all cases down to the sensitivity
limits of the apparatus. Potassium perman-
ganate staining had been suspected but it
was shown that no such treatment had
taken place.” It is clear, therefore, that if
manganese has been found in the recently
discovered “trunk”™ samples, il is evidence
that the two sources are not similar,

Gee’s report gives a description of how
the staining of the bones was achieved by
treatment with chromic acid in order to turn
the bone apatite to gypsum. It is not clear to
me why apatite (ealcium phosphate) should
be turned into gypsum (calcium sulphate)
by treatment with chromic acid. Moreover,
during the work carried out in 1953, it was
evident that the chromium was associated
with potassium ions, and there is little doubt
that it was potassium dichromate that was
used in the staining process and not
chromic acid. Indeed, experiments were
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carried out to test this hypothesis using
other bone samples; the results gave final
products very similar to the original in both
chemical analysis and colours. Incidentally,
Gardiner claims that the orang-utan
mandible was not stained in the same way
as the other artefacts, whereas reference to
the 1953 thesis shows that its chromium
content is very close to the average chromi-
um content of the other eight chrominm-
stained samples.

1 have a list of nine other candidates who
have been cited at one time or another as
the Piltdown forger. Martin Hinton, whom
Gardiner now believes was the perpetrator,
is just another to be added to this list. The
evidence presented may show that he was
involved, probably with others, but in no
way is it proved. Charles Dawson, a proven
fraudster in other spheres, seems a much
more likely candidate.

E. T. Hall

Research Laboratory for Archaeology
and the History of Art,

University of Oxford,

6 Keble Road,

Oxford OX1 3QJ, UK

1. Nature 381, 262-262 [1996).

2. Hall, £, T. thesis, Oxford Univ. (1953},

3 Weiner, J. 5., Oakley, K. P & Le Gros Clark, W, £, Bufl, Brit.
Mus. (Nat. Hist ) Geol. Senes 2, No, 3 [1953).

4. Boll Bnt. Mus. (Nat. Hist.) Geol, Series 2, No. 6 {1955).

SIR — Brian Gardiner’s contention that
Martin A. C. Hinton was the perpetrator of
the Piltdown hoax adds another culprit, but
he lets Charles Dawson off the hook too
easily. He should also consider the chapter
on “The Piltdown Perpetrator” in the book
Mysterious Realms by Joe Nickell with John
E Fischer (Prometheus Books, Amherst,
New York, 1992),

Dawson was the one person consistently
present at all the Piltdown discoveries. To
say he was Hinton's dupe throughout gives
Hinton almost ommiscient power over
Dawson. It is far more likely, given the
discovery of Hinton's trunk of coloured
bones at the museum, that Hinton was a
collaborator, even the junior partner in the
affair. For the discoveries at Piltdown
ceased with Dawson’s death. If Hinton was
the real mastermind, he would have found
some other dupe, and the discoveries at
Piltdown would have continued.

Dawson also tried to pass off other
frauds — a plagiarized bock as his
awn, crytozoological creatures and bogus
artefacts. Dawson consistently appears as
the most likely perpetrator of the Piltdown
hoax. What Gardiner has done is to
discover Dawson’s accomplice.

Andrew 0. Lutes

658 Mansfield-Lucas Road,
Mansfield,

Ohio 44907-1814, USA

Energy, not bombs

SikR — It is unfortunate that Namre (381,
267; 1996) has joined in the criticism of
India’s approach to a Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT).

In contrast to that of its neighbour,
Ching, the primary focus of India’s nuclear
programme has been to provide energy for
its people. As a result, India’s nuclear ener-
gy programme is the second largest indige-
nous programme in Asia, after that of
Japan. Furthermore, India’s capability
since 1960 to manufacture nuclear weapons
is well documented (K. D. Nichols, The
Road to Trinity 351-352, William Morrow,
New York, 1987). India was one of the few
countries with this capability (although it
faced consistent threats on its borders) to
have shown restraint. It was only after the
emergence of the alliance between the
United States and China in 1973, however,
that India felt threatened and demonstrat-
ed its capability with a sophisticated
nuclear explosion test in 1974. Since then,
India has not tested any other device.

Rather than criticizing India, therefore,
the declared nuclear powers should set an
example and move towards total nuclear
disarmament within a realistic time-frame.
This would give the CTBT universal
appeal. In fact, the late Rajiv Gandhi
suggested a time-frame for the total liqui-
dation of weapons of mass destruction.
Quite recently, Pope John Paul 1I
expressed similar views,

Upindar Fotadar
Department of Microbiology and

Molecular Genetics, Room 1.768,
Freeman Building,

University of Texas Medical Center,
8431 Fannin,
Houston, Texas 77030, USA

History lesson

Sir — 1 refuse to accept Henry 1. Miller’s
comparison of the Nazis with groups in
Germany opposed to field lests (Namre
381, 362; 1996). 1 also reject the term
“Entariete Forschung”. 1 do not agree with
the activitiecs of groups in Germany
opposed 1o genetic engineering, but to
equate them with the criminals of Nazi
Germany is just stupid.

During my two-year stay in the United
States I met too many people who may
have learned a lot, even history, but have
understood nothing. Miller’s letter is
another example.

Karl Friehs

Institute for Fermentation Technology,
University Bielefeld,

Technische Fakultat,

PO Box 100 131,

D-33501 Bielefeld, Germany

e-mail: kir@fermtech.techfax.uni-bielefeld.de
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Freedom ofspeech Risks of a law on Holocaust denial

Tue 33 bn 07 0007 GMT

Unfortunately the controversy over Germany's proposal to make Holocaust
denial a criminal offence across Europe {Report, January 16) will just keep on
the back burner - where it has been for five years - the essential European law
against race-hate crime, into which Germany wishes to incorporate this
offence.

Instead, Germany should ensure the EU cracks down on those who make the
daily lives of Jewish, black, Asian and Roma Europeans a misery through
harassment and viclence,

I understand why countries like Germany and Austria felt they needed
Holocaust denial laws after 1945, and it is up to them whether to keep those
laws. But the mad fringe of Holocaust deniers, who have no historical leg to
stand on, are best fought through the war of words based on incontrovertible
fact. Their freedom of speech must be matched by our vigorous refutation and
ridicule.

If criminalisation of Holocaust denial is made the priority, the sufferings of
those who often endure violent hate crime risk not getting the urgent
attention and action they deserve at EU level.

Sarah Ludford MEF

London, Liberal Democtat

The German proposal to ban the display of the swastika across the EU is
uncalled for. While no sane person can overlook the Nazis' heinous crimes and
the association of this symbol with them, the bona fide meaning of swastika
should not be overshadowed. The word is derived from the Sanskrnit words su
(good) and vasti (being). Hence many of us Indians find it rather unfortunate
that this auspicious symbol of India has become a symibol of disrepute.

Dr Upinder Fotadar

New York University
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NO SOFT OPTION ON KASHMIR

By UPINDER FOTADAR

THE current situation in Kash-
mir comes as NO surprise.

Though affairs in this State have
not been handled properly by
the Centre since Independence,
the present troubles which star-
ted during the Prime Minister-
ship of Mr V. P. Singh, are
significantly external in origin
and in fact a relic of the Cold
War. The USA and its allies
were busy using the China card
against the Soviet Union which,
along with its allies, was playing
the India card against the USA.
As the Cold War progressed, the
USA dealt the Pakistan card
against India and the Soviet
Union pushed the Vletnam card
against China.

China and the USA used Pak-
istan to further their interests by
destabilizing India via Kashmir.
A vacillating Mr Singh did not
react appropriately and the re-
sult was a crisis. Now that the
international  situation  has
changed considerably, the In-
dian Government must formu-
late an aggressive foreign policy
in relation to Kashmir.

Today’'s world is chaotic.
While the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States is orchestra-
ting its own so-called fragmenta-
tion to extract as much help as
possible from the Wes*. to sal-
vage its ailing economy, Western
media keep exaggerating China’s
military and economic capabili-
ties to sustain the pressure on
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the CIS. Since Indian foreign
policy has never been opportu-
nistic, it is but natural that India
continues to have a good re-
lationship with the CIS and
simultaneously works to con-
solidate its strong relationship
with the USA, it is hoped that
the USA, which no longer has
vital interests in Pakistan and
has always appreciated stable
Jemocracies, would get over the
Cold War mentality and stop
supporting Pakistan politically
or militarily against India.

As the sole super power, the
USA is having trouble policing
the world, which is evident from
the challenges posed by coun-
tries such as Cuba and Neorth
Korea. The Kashmir problem is,
of course, an internal one for
India. But the USA could be
persuaded to pressure Pakistan
to return to India that part of
Kashmir it continues to occupy
illegally.

It must be made clear to Pak-
istan that the whole State of
Jammu and Kashmir is legally
and historically part of India and
this cannot be negotiated. More-
over, Indian strategists must
take into account the fact that
Pakistan, with little heavy in-
dustry and steel, does not have
the military capability to take on
India single-handed. Given In-
dia’s formidable conventional
military strength, coupled with
an extensive nuclear programme
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and demonstrated nuclear capa-
bility, any external support for
Pakistan is unlikely since, in the
event of a conflict between India
and Pakistan, this would cons-
titute a global conflict.

Kashmir then is a test case for
the great secular democratic tra-
ditions of India. A failure of
secutarism in Kashmir could
further polarize India and could
result in India becoming a reli-
gious state. A substantial section
of the world media has made the
Kashmir problem look like an
ethnic one when, in reality, the
problem is between the majority
of Kashmiris, who remain secu-
lar, and a small group of mis-
guided Islamic fundamentalists.

There are no gentle options for
resolving the issue. In fact, even
if conditions were brought back
to pre-V.P. Singh days, this State
could again revert to what it is
today. The appropriate way is to
fight terrorism effectively and
firmly. Political violence cannot
be tolerated, particularly in a
democratic  state.  Kashmir
should be treated as any other
State of India and Article 370 of
the -Constitution eliminated.
This would remove the isolation
of Kashmir and let the people of
that State interact with main-
stream India. In no way will this
threaten the ethnic diversity of
the Kashmiris.

—
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SCIENCE
Indian science: Visions o+ = g

Science in ancient India was so developed that even a modern scientist lik

ancient Indians might have used nuciear devices. Upinder Foted

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER .,

19t

=

lorious past

e JRobert Oppenheimer. the father of the atom bomb, remarked that
ar explores the glovious past of Indian science to highlight its present plight

en the father of

the US atomic

bomn, | Robert

Uppenheimer was
asked by a reporter whether
the nuclear test conducted by
the USA un July 16, 1945 wag
the first ever agomic test. his
reply was that the ancient indis
4ns may have conducted one
“ariier.

While it s impossibte 1o
asceriain the authenuciy of
this statement it does make evi-
aent Lthe Lhoughts ol 5ome emin-
ent Westarn scientists oward

bevond doubt that dynasties
such as the Mitanm orginating
[rom India ruied termtories up
0 what is modern Egypt. as far
back a5 1,400 BC. in fact, dup-
ing the reign of the Pharaoh
Thutmose IV (1401-1391 BC)
the Mitanni cantured a substan-
ual part of Egyptian territory.
Great contribuvons by Indian

i and icians
continued unull the 12th centy-
¥ AD. Even though the science
and tecnnoiogy stagnated sube
stanually from then dll 1947

ISt and a pacfist did nou
ApProve nuclear or convention-
alarms buildup and hener igno-
red the advice of Dr Bhabha.

country w become he most
advanced country in Asia in
many criticai  echnolomeal
areas, The first atomic reactor
which was named APSAHA
- auained’ cnticality on  4th
August. 1956. Dr Bhabha
shouid be credited for 1ne rom-
MUSSIoNING 4 large scale wiailv
Indian fabricated piant tnr the

in Asta tradting vaky 1o that
Japan und also Her space fire-
pramme 5 o000 ol the most

pudvanced in Asia In facn waith
It was Dr Bhabha who led the Iﬁ(

Mhe suceessivl launch of e
PSLY suceeens. lndia s the
unly coumtry n Asia to mmake
remote sensing satetlites and
aisa launch them. While (apan
MAKES TeMOLe Sensing <alel-
Hies, she sl Goes nos have the
ragability to launch them,
China on the uther hand has
asenes ol the Long March -
rhers. which can launch satei-

FILIEE L e inergde s oL APe AL
SLCPILUTY was
WVETUNDIE Gnerey Sources
chona wath

i e alid Lechnnuo-
oW s reduiv 1o enter the
AL Biase v nee develunment,
dihougn Ireona as the thied lar-
dest puol o seensts and teche
UHGmsts n the world, sxeept
WHTe nsttiles  the  senpral
standards of eduwenoon o most
Lt msiiutes aee sull belpw
e nlthe Westiern ¢nuntries,

mine 0 He more communica-
tve towards esach other ond
their teachers. [n some see-
uons of indian society non-
LOmmunicalive  people  are
thought w be wise. while in
many vases the cause of non-
communication can be directly
atnbuted 1o sheer ignorance.
Seif criticism and healthy eri-
1SM must be encouraged.
‘eacners must be made 10 face
thallenges from their students
without Jetiing annoyed,
which is oiten the case in many

Many of the scienusts are ny
Only more awere aus aise mor
#Xposed [0 the |nternsuon
developments than many
our administrators and oolitic
ans. interdisciplinas
approach i3 thay way and irag
tional areas of science mu
further be consolidated. whi
siress must be put on virg
areas of science wnich hay
ampie 4pplications such -
Jenatic 4n_|l;meonng an
siectronics.  Also  defency

when india qot her |

the contributon of ancient independence. con-
India in sci and technoio- b by indian |
&Y. Il may not be an SXAGgera-  sclentists conunued. |
|

Lan to sav that no other civiliza-
ton ean claim to have contd-
buted in totality in the areas of
stience and technology more
than [ndia,

Moadern (ndia cannot live by
ner past. nowever, our glonous
past can be be a sumuilus for
the future, While 1t4s IMpossi-
le Lo summarize the contnby-
1ons of ail the incian scientsts,
it may be possble 1o point nut
some of the significant contri-
butions by Indian scientists.

[

| -

In fact, whe 20th
CENIUTY SAW a sertes
of great Indian scien-
tists and mathemat-
vans, such as the
denius  Aamanuan,
Megnad Saha, =S
Shatneger ana 3ir-
bal Sahni.

Modern india was
fortunate that 3t
indepencence it was
led by a remarkable
grouc  of peopie
headed by Pandit
Nebru with a worid
wision, who saw the
importance of scien-
CE and technoiogy as
4 means 0 better

The wnrld's first known sym-
posium an medicinal piants
was held in about 700 BC in
Indla and was presided aver by
none other than the Sage Bha-
radvaja. The deails of this sym-
POsiUm are given in the Caraka-
Jamhita, Duning the Zoidan
age of Indian medicing from
300 BC to AD 1000 many great
medical treatises including the
Susruta-Samhita were compi-
led. Susruta describes more
then one hundred Surgical
instruments made of steel
Some of these are used in surge-
ry il this day,

The {irsi. known reference o
alomie structurs, which deais
with atomic and sub-atomic
particles was in the Vaisesika-
sutra of Kanads ilst century
AD). Aryabhata 1 1476-350
Al the great Indian astrono-
mer was the first known person
10 use wgesra. In the year 499
4D, ae finished the Arabhauva
which summarized mathema-
urs kntwn At that time. This
drmus sven came yp with an
wrurie approximation (or the
salue ol piat 31416 Contribu-
inns were alse made by anci-
‘ot Indinns 1 the seonee and
thaethrn b (AL

the of her
peopis. While seve. |
ral sutstanding |

peopis have contri-
buted iowards the
development of sci-
ence and technology
in posts
independence Indla,
ane man whno siands
above zil of them 15
Dr HomiJ Bhacha.
Few nations can
fieid a person of Dr
Bhabha's calibre as
far as the combina-
ton of being a great
scientist  and  an
extraordinary adm-
NISITALOr are concer-
ned. Dr Shaoha hag
3 superb undersian-

ding and perception

orented SCIBNCE §5 4 must [
Ingia. since she he
faced continuoy
chadenges on  he
| borders sunce um
| immemorial.
Unibriunately
| many ingan scier
Lists oK 0 the W
| for recoymion an
| dlso lpox upon th
| western criterion

| excellencedt  mus
| alse oe laken ing
| consideraion  tha
| the Nobel pmze 15 |
Western priz
involving 4 gres

deal of puliucs. das
des It does remain
supjective anze
quite uniike 5 rae
where it 3 dilficu
10 determune wnos
contributon is maxg
| mum. Howeyer: Pra
| CV Raman's ron
hution was so signi
| cant that the Nohj
commuttee counld n

have nveriooie
him. Seme of th
ciear aversigh
from India haw

besn Jagadisin Bosi
11838-1937), Saw
Bosa  (1894-(97
both of wnose contr
butions have . beel
waighty In phvsics,

Jome of the ivin
GMIssinns frol
India are Prof G}
Ramachanoran,
wnose Snntnaution:
have laid the vers

ofinternational palitics. Actual-
ly, Dr Bhabha nag put a lot of
pressure on Pandit Nehru to
conguct a nuciear axXpiosion
183t as far back as 1960, Dr Bha-
bha nad hoped that the psycho--
logical impact of this test wouid
enaole India 1o divert a signific-
ant  amount  of  resources
Iwhich she might be forced 1o
spend in the future on conven-
trnal  defence  squipment)
wirds industrnial and scienu-

V)

\

prodoction of plucnium  on
I1st March. 1964, \t the time
when this piant was commissig-
ned only four countries in the
(waorld namely toe USA, USSR,
Engiand and France had surh
| factiities.

The contributions of the bril-
liamt scienust-philosnpner Dr
Raja Ramanna have aise heen
signifieant towards the lidian
nuelear sragramme, ' s mairn -
v Adue o0 De Whaphin <

iy

\ Oy @ gy

lites upto 630 kilograms in
welgnl e near sarth ornie
Howeser, Uhina sicks the capa-
bility to manutaciure remots
Sensing  iod
satellies, [nodacy,
failure of the Long M
Dreember, 1992, has e
sajor sethack fae the | linese
spave prearricenmes. Adthooet
bro fhabha o antribuced
~RanLail S Ll orag s
Hom ol [IRErTE

Se

~inhi-

\

2

TEis averrium Uil e whole sdus
A SVSIATI e iver ha Led,

UenL must SUPed L oa
young  aue amt the Gtodent
LTS BUTERE TTT SR A way

e can i
~Huvatnn LTSS o
tkEl ks e thine
LR TR TR TR
i-
SUH

The

s wn

P e i

sducatgnsl ssiablishments (n
[ndia, During the period of fore-
‘gn rule the peopls became
~gesuc, less critical and super-
fieial, wnich 15 contrary to the
Ancient [ndian tradtion and
Nought. The arganizaton of
Indian suience and wehnology
SLRM yIven 1o eminent scien-
and techancrats. Velsran
M- mmstraters
wenn ol latitude 1o
e

hasis af the struciyl
re of proieins an
Prof ECG Suaarshan (ar his enny
tributions in pnysics.

Finally, in addition w amerg
ing a8 1 great scienudic
industrial and military powe
in the near (Utuce, ladls mus
continue  to he 4 culiurd
SupRrpawir,

DOr Upinder Futedar o Senn
Research  Assoviate w1 '
Depuriment of Uedicine of th
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A TR L B R ST
0 the 12th century AD. Even though the
* sdence and \echnology stagnaied sub-
Y- L o estantially from thea till 1947 wheo India
hen the It::-:hﬁf orllhcil{s_.rwm indeptdense from Britain, con- '
aomic bomb, § Roberl e vion by ndian scientists continsed.

nﬁiurpmyﬂmchi;'ﬁl-iﬂy.&nh * i mapy educational :shbﬁsﬁz}:nn ia
Dr Bhabha's jegacy that India's alomic  India. Doring the pedad of forsign rule

tnergy programime is the second fangest  the peogle became egoistic, less eritieal

in Asia trailing only that of Japaa and  and superficial, which s contrary fo the
also its space programme §s one of the  sacient Iadian tradition. !

Sy T ]
"?f-‘PerI friend’’
By Junakra] Larolys -

0 have peo-(ricads is oue of the

by a reparter whether the
uclenr loxl condueted by tha USA on’
iy Doy P94, was the (st ever alomie
sl i reply wivs it thaaneient [ndians,
iy hisve conduciad one earier, While it
ingpossible liseestain the suthenticity.
I this siatement 1 does make eviden! the

Oppenheimer, was ssked

- In [act, the 20th century saw a series of
greal Indian scienists and mathe-
maticians, such us the genius
Hamamugan, Meghiad Sala, 8§ 8 sl

* nugar, Birbal Sabni ele.

dependence it was led by a remarkable

muost advaoced in Asiz. In fact, if the up-

Hiahe pe sensng mebedittes dhad alw

coming launch of the PSLV seoceeds,  and tlechaology must be given o eminent
Endia will be the only country in Asis 0 scientists

W wost common Kobiics prasctied

not only by ihe youngsters bat
rai. Vi woume grown-ups too. Yarious perodicaia
Hak-svks ashiisiclvision Jive Prof CN I Atel plagading doctiom ol daliling pae

sdm

& tacbe b

launch theas. While Jypso mekes remote. Rac of the Indisn Institste of Science + Ustlarly in Eaglish, patmark tegulic
"% ModernIndinwas fortunate thatat fn- - Sensingatellie, it st docs cotbave the  mmad be given Gl [attude 1 fooction,  CoMMm. probubly n boast up ficir sk

capalality 10 launch thens. (hsos o the

witliout any inteef e 1 popularity,. publishing namus, sod pat

ce feotm poli

. groupof peapie headed by Pandit Nehru

with # world vision, who saw the impor-
tance, ol scicnce and techoology as a
. mesns 1o betier the conditions of its
people. T

mu;hhul‘mimuqm'litmwulemidé&-
sts toward the contribution of ancient
aia in sclence and lechnology. It may
ub be an exaggention tosay that no
ther civilisation van claim lo have con-
ihuted in totality in the areas of science
nd technolugy more than Indig, ~
Modern lndin_ﬁinf:txt_liyu by ilg',’ppz;'
pwever, our glorious pust can be 8
tmulus Cor the future, While itis impos-
ible (o summarise the Gantributions of
il the Indian scientisty, itmay be poss
ibic o point put some of those emioent
dinn seientists, i Zivk Sabda
The world's [irst known symposium
0 mediciaul plants was held in abou

w yhile scvaul.ouu-undfn;
people have contributed
e v towards the development of

~ above all of them is Dr Homi § Bhabha.
Few nations can ficld a-person of Dr
Bhabha's calibre 2 far 2s the combina-
tion of being a great scientist and an ex-

i (e, Caraka-Samhita During the gold-  tion of international politics. Actually,
b1 e of Indian medicing rom 0O BCE ~ Pr Bhabha had put a ot of pressure oo
AD 1000 many greut medical treatises,  Nehruloconduct s puclear explosiontest
neluding the Susruta-samiits aitributed 45 for back as 1960, Dr Bhabha tad
1 e grcal surgeon Susruts were com- hoped thut the paychological impact of
iled, Susruta deseribes more than ane  this tel would enable India to divert a
wndred surgleal instruments made of - significant amountof resources (which it

irueture, which deals with atomic and  Unforiunately, Nehru being an idealist*
sub-slomic particles, was.ip the and a pacifist did pol approve nuclear or °
‘nisesika-sulrp of Kanada (1st ceatiry | convestional ars building and hence ig-
0). Aryabhata 1 (476-550 AD), the nored the advice of Dr Bhabha, -
wreal Indian astronomer, was (he first " It was under the directorship of i)r_
nawn parson o use algebrn, n the year  Bhabha that India became the most ad- *
UG AD' he linished the Aryabhaliya  vanced country in Asia (excluding the
hich summafised mathematics known  then Soviet Union s s pant of Asia) in .
at ihat {ime. This genius even cume up  many crilical technological. aress. The
ith an necurate approximation for the . firsiatomic reactor (o be builtin Asia was
alue of piat 31416, (o oo built by Todian scientists The ceactor:
Cuntributions wens also made Iry'nn-‘ which wiis pamed APSARA altained
fent [ndians to the science and Criticality oo August 4, 1956. Again
nethodology of warlare, There is nuw  under the directorsbip of Dr Bhabha,
cvidence beyond doubl ihat, dynastics - India Was able fo commission & large
uch as the Miteani originating from EWGIPWU Indixn fubricated plant for
ndin ruled tersilories up to what is the production of plutorium oh March
adurn Egypt, as far bock a3 1,400 BCE. 31,1964, Attbe thme when this plant was
i fact, during the reign of the Pharach rcommissioned only four countries inthe.
Mhutmose 1V (¢ 1401+1391 BCE) ihe  World, namely the USA, the USSR,
Mitaani captured 8 substantial part of  England and Fratce had such facilities,!
Fgyplian erritory. - S W70 0 The conlributions of the brilliant
Greal contributions by Indian scien-  scientist-philosopher Dr Ramanna have
tiats and mathemiticians continged ualil o 810 ‘?ﬁﬁiﬁmﬁﬁﬂi’! towards e lndian -

el A

other hand hus s series of the Losg March  3od sdministratars. o Heulass of prespectivg pea- pati

1aunchers, which can launch satellites op :
10650 i lograns in weightinto near earth
orbit. However, China lacks ke any of the m are m.
capability to sanclacture remotc seasing only more aware but als mors

and communication satellites. Infact, the to the int=rmational
mission failure of the Loag March 2E in developments than many of our ad-

Decemiber, 1992, bas beea 3 major 3¢ misisrmators and politicians, faterdis-

I nken in tha right perspective, peas
friend relationship could be & Hoe ek
! ample of patioosl harmony, insasuches,
. people from ail walks of fife, rmspective
_of caste and creed, age, sex or sty aelis
-leaaly foter-express themselves i free
od frank language. Notidug could be

tck for the Chinese spsce programme. ciplicasry spproach is the Rl more Infommatory and cducative ihan
Although Dr Bhsbba costribated diondl acsas plas s F'E b mwpﬁihmyw_mhﬁ.mm

* science and techaology in postinde-. - Substantially towrards e 0¢g20isation of - be consolidater, while stress munt be put 1 0. LH0TS e
o y - ‘science jn many arexs be hed, bowever, e WG .+ Encourged wilh such goiden idaas, |
pendence India, one man who stands ¥ oa irpa ares of science which have 'ﬁﬂuﬂaﬁr decided 1o sdoprpens .-

the insight toreslize thattbe key iRnion  amole applications such as genetic en.
for lodia 10 emerge 25 & great powet I8 singecing and electonics. , . .
the 211 century was to have ample eaer- s 2

o

fricndship & 4 prat-retineionl

sctivity
marily a3 3 pasttime. Wy

EY sources slong with advasced com- w,wmmﬁ""“‘ﬁhulﬁm:urpﬁnﬁ'iﬁénﬁl

indian science and technology cowis  wnivensal and interaction is p must, let us.

ready g eoler the pex! phase in ity mot jok 1o the West for recognition but |

cure for loneliness, Some ok I a3 s epe
portunity to express ihelr grievances

developmeol. Alibough ina bit the  devilopsuch cxcsllencsas o make j g+ HEANSE their."non- covpetalive’” sums
third largest pool of scicatists sad tech-  evitihie that we will be appreciated, i 3nd daughlens-in-jaws Some wrote ju ges

nologists in the wortd, cxocpt some i+ muntabw be taken Into consideration that
sulutes he groorsl standards of edacr- e Mobed prize is & Wentern prize and
tion in most Indiae instiuics are sl thoogh many of the people who mceive
below those of the Wester countries. It this prize ace beilliant thene is & great deal
is overdue that fhe whole educafional  of pulitics, e W
sysiem be overheuded Talen! mousl be :
tapped al a young spe and (be studenss - However, Prof C V Raman’s cone
should be taught in soch & way that they  Ti00L0a Was 5o significant that the
can be creative. The Indian sdocadon  NNotel comminiee could pot bave over-
pots mate stress on memorizing sad ks - J00ker! him. Some of the clear overights

~on thinking. A balance bas lo be from ladia have been Jagadis Bose

developed betwees these two faculties.  (1858-1937), Satyes Bese (1894-1974)
Children at sehool shocld be taught how  both of whose contribetions have been
t bave access o information, useand in-  Weighty i physics. Some of the liviag
terpret information, paricularl ¥ vis come . Omissions (rom ladia sze Prof G N

criticisiag the goverstneat for s spathy .
fawhrds pensioners, St dhase B anp
over the Lot posian dnd power ihey had
while in service. i
. But Dubey fram Varaassl wis a
ehsmecienaie different from oibor, e
invasdably boasted abaut the pasi-retine
meat socisl status he bad scyeired, the
_spacieus well-furished Bouse he pos-
-sessed, the bragd new cne b had pen

¢ chased, ‘the sound export business be

mutnaged and the dutiful sons, grand sons
“who loaked after hlm ete. Unlike uthers,
he never, even casually, invited me 1o his
place, Ln fact, in bis well written and fale

puters. Students should be made to be  Ramachindma, whose contributions - by long letiers he oppused the very e

more communicative fowards cach otiey  Bave laid the very basls of the structure + of persenal meetings amougst e pea-
e ) kot of proteitn and Prof ECG Sudarshanfor  friends. . . -
B3 oarmbutions in physics. o Months passed by, The muiber of fuy
; g Finally, in addition 10 emerging 83 8 pen-lricnds was drastically cul shor but
g ' ¥ ¢ scientific, industrial and military | 5 i
SRR R WA grea fic, ry | Dubey continued o be an old (aiiful,

non-communicative people 2 fnue tobe a cultural soperpawer. The lo-
thought fo be wise, while in maoy  dig yoos mest :
municating is die to fhe 20 fhe person
is ignomnt, Seif criticism and hedlioy™”
criicism of giber people gt be ene .
couraped. Teachers must be mads to face e e DRl il sich P :
challenges [mm their stacents wilhout m:: :: ;;z:‘:ﬁ::z:d;m;?fﬁ:

og sanoyed, which s olien the eate . Mo vark 5 4

3, 51502 botiof them fypily the fich cul-
e and wndition of India, ¥

power o the pear future, Iodia must con-

; £ " - draw inspintion rom
cases the cause’of him 07 ber 861 ool " Prine Mindvier Rao aod President Shig-

. writing regularty in bis pwa &
« day, the Inevitable buppened.
Lwas travelling from Delhi to Qijout-

ta by bz Toofan Express. Soddenly, »
. Cesiee o break joumey at Virehasl sod

- meetthe old pea-friend overpowered se.

It waa fate in e evenlng whea | cutd

spot him ot his known sddress, What 1
. found was quile contracy b what be bad
" il along been doseribing. A widgwer '

megg-‘a carly

7 .ggl;;pw.um Souwse in n miserible condls -

[ left for USA o pursui 8 flourizhiag
capsey, beavicg the old man Koely aud
yelpiess to fend for himsell. He bad na
Tricoue Lacept 3 meagre MORbly pets
PN S e DR B e g

Dunng the i
1did mlns Gnd hi:mmgrem: the bright
plcture e bad falscly preseniad sboul
himself, = After 41, it was ooty theoogh
pen~fricndship, that | could forpet the
meatal agony without Mﬂ-‘ei_ln}‘ barm
& snybedy”, he explained,

Since then (here has been

days of his macriage, beven .
jaglatoc it ba aommgll fxf\
—3

e 1 ¥ idatio educstion faclises p - -+ quile, pamber.of lelioapese
00 BUE in India and was presided over - lerdinary adminisimator is concemed; ;B0 “',’d& o o Yoy look o the Wapt o posopnize thems sad ﬂ_:éﬁ',‘:ﬁ sionilarly tiken 1 this
by sonc other than the Sage Bharadvajas 10 #0dition 10 these qualities Dr Bhabtia | 700 oF 500 0. NRERSESEN S dcjask uponthe Nobi peize s thacaly | BotbyaiMaceyof i founllta sigigle
e detaits uf this symposium are given D¢ a superb endentanding and pescep-  EY 409 space. eritzzicn of exceilence. While science is guypeny LA

ylg. One

%]

4

i His duly son bist shrewify grabled £
alt huspansionary 4o oiber Lavings sad

Jong sy with him,

"o cote

sespandence from hios. ] huve alsostrock

him off {rom the list of my pea-Lriendi.
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I: .. . by Upinder Fotadar
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T is a fashion in the western media to compare' ,
India and China, particularly in the areas of -,
" development and culture. Having lived in the ..
", West for the last 24 years (mostly inthe USA)and
" also being a travel addict, [ decided to embark on At
. anextensive journey to Indiaand China. My main, >
" aim being to compare the development of these

I felt the best way to start a journey into China

" People's Republic of China.. The flight schedule” ;..
was New York-Anchorage-Shanghai-Beijing.
Once we boarded the plane, an old Bocing 747, it .
became evident that the plane had been poorly
maintained as the panelis of the plane were coming |
off. [ now hoped that the poor maintenance was

r

nance of the engines and fuselage was more
stringent. I was also aware that the safely record
of Chinese airlines, particularly for internal flights,
was dismal. » :
The plane was packed mainly with Chinese

1

the care and attention given to the passengers was” + |
excellent. Dueto the flooding at Shanghai Airport
the plane was diverted and was made to land ata
neatby airbase. One could clearly see rows of |
upgraded versions of MIG-19's, the backbone of,
the air force of the People's Republic of China. |
Once the plane landed at this airport, intense
activity occurred and the Chinese army came
aboard making many of the Chinese passengers
clearly nervous. After adiscussion with the crew,
the army had the plane refuelled and the plane
took off for Beijing. Beijing international airport’
reminded me of Delhi airport in the eighties. The
 pilot parked the plane on the runway and, inan old.
fashioned way, buses took the passengers into the -
main terminal of the airport. After clearing the
immigration and customs, I took a taxi to 2 hotel.
While the Chinese tourist office in New York
had informed me that this suggested hotel should .
‘cost me $ 35 a night, the manager of the hotel .
wanted to charge $75 a night. However, after ..
bargaining I was able to bring down the priceto $. -,

‘relation to the rent charged was not too good.

THE TRIBUNE MAY 8, 1995
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. two Asian giants. . ¥ i

- was to fly by Air China, the national airline of the” , -

only an internal phenomenon and the mainted’ .|

o Sy

students going home and there were few tourists.” |
The food served, however, was delicious and also .-

60 a night. Even then the quality of the hotel il .« |

1

Aty comparison of contemporary China with’
lndiaisralhcrcomplicated,sinceilislikccompar;’l, e3
ing oranges with appjes. Both are ancient civiliza-
tions and have faced similar problems, particu-,
larly during the 19th and 20th centuries. How-

ever, both countries took different paths for their: . i
respeclive dcvcloprncql_,_r_China chose a Marxist -

(an alien, occidental) approach and in the
obliterated its rich cultural past. :
indiatook a secular democratic path for devel-
opmentand in the process retained its rich cultural
past. After travelling in urban and rural China it
became clear to me that China was cleaner and
better.organised than India. Most of the man-
power was being put to work in China, although
the efficiency was clearly less than what we have -
in the private sector in India. The technology in
. general in China was far behind what we have in
-lodia, Some modern technological gadgets were,
visible but mainly imported ones. -+ =~ ! Wl
Thé methods of farming were quite primitivé, *
and one could infer that the production must be
rather low, particularly in relation to the states of
India such as Punjab and Haryana.
In general, the impression one gets in China s _
-of uniform poverty. Some economical boom has
occurred in Southern China, However, the growth
rates projected for China by western sources are a
total hoax and are meantto project Chinaasagreat
power, so that it can act as 8 US-sponsored leader
of the developing world: The hope being that
large countries such as India will ¢onsequently |
lose their chariness as far as opening up of their
economies are concerned and can, therefore, be-
comesatellite U.S. economies. Much of the manu-
facturing being done in so-called China's special
economic zones is not high-tech as we are made to
believe. Most of the investment is from the U.S,
Jewishindustrial houses and Israel. In fact, during

process

1t

my. travels in China some people mistakingly
thought that I was an American or an Israeli and
‘were very kind to me. However, when I tolgl them
I was an Indian they suddenly became quite cold
‘towards me. i

Science in Chinais also in a mess. Mao killed,
or despatched most of China's scientists lo remote.
parts during the Cultural Revolution, while dur-:
ing the same period science in India flourished.,
China is now aggressively trying to make up this,
loss. o

After observing objectively the systems of
both China and India, one can firmly conclude -
that India is more advanced than China in most.
areas of science, technology and industry. |

b
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Btaditya Muktapida: An omnipotent Indian Check Dol

Domail

itaditya Muktapida appertained to the Karkota dynasty of the kings
Kashmir. The Karkota dynasty was started by Durlabhavardhana. |

Fing that period it was proclaimed that Durlabhavardhana had Check nat
icended from the Karkota Naga (a snake deity who was worshipped — o~
¥ashmir and in other parts of India). In reality Durlabhavardhana

%= of modest background, he was originally in charge of the fodder 'HIMDAK®
f horses (asvaghasakayastha). Lalitaditya was the youngest of the

2e sons of Durlabhaka (Pratapaditya 2) and the latter was the son Fg| awans poces

It takes, normally

Jurlabhavardhana. your letter reache
'HIMDAK' we pos
reach within 2-3 d:

aditya's reign began in 699 A.D. and in no way is it a hyperbole to details C
Ention that this king was not only the greatest conqueror from
shmir but probably from the whole of India. All evidence including |

mismatic supports this view. The credible and brilliant Kashmiri
Sorian Kalhana in his classic history of Kashmir, the Rajataringini
stten in the 12th century A.D.) describes Lalitaditya as such, "The
3, who carried his prowess, abandoned his (war-like) fury (only) Web Site
=n the (opposing) kings discretely folded their palms at his

orious onset. At the sound of his drums (beaten) in attack, the

sllings of his enemies were diverted by the (frightened) inhabitants

3 thus resembled women dropping in fright the burden of their

bs".

sides Kalhana, the Chinese, Turkish and Tibetan legends also refer
him as a great conqueror. Kalhana has described many of the
sguests of this king in detail, particularly the triumph of Muktapida
er the mighty Yasovarman, the King of Kanauj.

zording to Kalhana Yasovarman initially submitted to Lalitaditya;
awever, soon after a dispute erupted between these two kings as the
=ty was being finalized. Yasovarman wanted his name to be given
2cedence over Lalitaditya in this treaty.

Q\)\}\-}\uu Lo W %\J\e)/‘)‘“"“/‘ﬂ‘



However, Mitrasarman the clever foreign minister of Lalitaditya
objected to this treaty. Following this dispute the war between these
two kings resumed. Eventually Yasovarman (who was then at the
peak of his power) was defeated. Prior to his defeat Yasovarman had
established himself as a ruler of a substantial part of India. Following
his victory Lalitaditya was able to annex the kingdom of Yasovarman
which included Vanga (Bengal). However, it is not clear as to whether
Yasovarman was slain in battle; but what is clear that after his defeat
Yasovarman disappears from the political scene. Lalitaditya also
defeated many other rulers following this victory. The famous Ratta
(from the Rastrakuta dynasty of Maharashtra) the queen of Karnata
(Canarese country) also submitted to this king. The numerous
conquests of Lalitaditya are also mentioned by the brilliant Alberuni of
Khiva ( b. 973 A.D., d. 1048 A.D.). Alberuni for example informs us of
the triumph of the Kashmirian King Mutthai (Lalitaditya Muktapida)
over the Turks. According to Alberuni a festival was held on the
second day of Chaita (March) every year for centuries to celebrate the
victory of King Muttai over the Turks. An eighth century inscription in
the Sharda script found in Kabul refers to the defeat of the Turks by a
conguering monarch. During this period only Muktapida had this
capability. Alberuni mentions that this king's territory also included
most of the Indian subcontinent. In fact the colourful seventeenth
century Kashmiri adventurer and historian Haider Malik Chadurah
describes the conquests of Lalitaditya as such, " Finally when he was
satisfied with (the conquest) of India, he headed towards Turkestan
via Kabul. Mumin the ruler of Bukhara fought against him four times
but when he had no strength or resistance left, he solicited for safety
(of his life) and met the Raja and agreed to pay tribute and taxes to
him. Thus all the rulers of Mawara-al-Nahr and Turkestan submitted
to him. Then he went to China via Kasgar and conquered the lands
there and after a fierce battle subjugated Khita. Finally he returned to
Kashmir via Tibet". The conquest of Tibet by Lalitaditya receives
confirmation from the Chinese Tang Annals. By the period of the
Tibetan king Khri-lde-btsug-brtan-mes-ag-tshoms the Chinese
provinces of Yunnan, Szechan, Kansu, Sinkiang had been annexed by
the Tibetans.

Hence, Lalitaditya was able to obtain a large territory from the
Tibetans. Lalitaditya maintained close contact with the Taklamakan
region which served as his Central Asian base. There is also strong
evidence to suggest that Lalitaditya was responsible for defeating the
Arabs when they were at the zenith of their power. This is also a view
entertained by the noted historian Romila Thapar. It is well known
that during the reign of Caliph Hisham (724-743 A.D.) one Junaid was
deputed as the governor of Sindh.



id is supposed to have made an attempt to invade the rest of the
subcontinent; however, Lalitaditya soundly defeated him and
=d the whole of India from Arab conquest. Also in the Persian
mnicle Chachanamah, the history of Sind translated into Persian
n Arabic by the Arab Ali of Kufah in 1216 A. D., it is mentioned
t the King of Sind, Dahar had earlier warned Mahamed-bin-Qassim
s Arab conqueror of Sind), "If I had sent against you Rai Jaisiah
2 is the most victorious of all the rulers of the face of earth and
® can wreck vengeance on the strongest men of the age, or the
2 of Kashmir who is the mighty possession of a crown, kettle
ns and standards, on whose royal threshold the rulers of Hind and
the country of Makran and Turan, whose chains a great many
¥esmen and grandees have willingly placed on their knees...".

to his numerous conquests Lalitaditya was able to enrich
8amir. He constructed several temples and utilities and built the
E=nt town of Latipur in Kashmir. Kalhana describes the
struction (in reality the enlargement) of the famous Martand
ole such, "This liberal (king) built the wonderful (ne) of Martand
its massive walls of stone within a lofty enclosure (prasadantar)
its town swelling with grapes". Muktapida was a liberal king
wah he was a Hindu he had equal respect for all faiths. Kalhana
informs us that he was a compassionate ruler who was well
=ed in the Sastras. '

BEaditya also was a good administrator and an efficient king. Being
2utious person he was fully aware of the problems that could arise
Be powerful classes of the landed oligarchy (Damaras) rebelled.
rding to Muktapida, "If they should keep more wealth, they would
e in a single year very formidable and strong enough to neglect
' commands of the king". This king instructed his ministers to be
¥ careful in recruiting people for the two wings of the army,
mely the cavalry and infantry. Orders were sent out that no two
=ons from the same place were to be put in one and the same

Jany.

e year 736 A.D. the reign of this great king came to an end.
arding to Kalhana there were two versions relating to the death of
ditya. One version states that this king perished during a military
io2ign in Aryanaka (Eastern Iran) due to heavy snowfall which
wrred out of season. According to the other version Lalitaditya
%2 with a critical situation burnt himself,

\Sethor at present is an academician at the New York University. In the past he has held academic

W= in some of the elite universities of the United States such as the University of Illinois and University of
| == had all his schooling at The Lawrence School, Sanawar (India) and higher education in Europe.
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Voice of Assam
A dhgerst with dffenng views

RAJA RANJIT SINGH: A HOMAGE

BY DR. UPINDER FOTADAR, Room 10012, 345 East 24th, Street, New York, NY 10010, U.S.A.
. Phone: 212-998-9578

One o M@ history of the Indian sub-continent has been significantly marginilized
is Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Clearly the British historians were partially censurable for this. While many Indians
do have admiration for the spirit of adventure of some of the Britishers during their rule in parts of India,
nevertheless one must remember that the British were there in India mainly to further their interests. It is thus
likely that the British may have made an effort to vitiate the achievements of this great Indian as any
appreciation of Maharaja Ranjit Singh could have proven to be disastrous for the British  during their colonial
period in India. Hence, it is long over due that we Indians recognize and appreciate the contributions of this
extraordinary Indian.

Like many other things associated with the life of Maharaja Ranjit Singh the date and place of his birth are still
a great controversy. Most historians, however, entertain the view that he was born on November 13, 1780 A.D.
in Gujaranwala. His father Mahan Singh (a Jat-Sikh) was the chief of the Sukkarchakkia Mis] (a Sikh
confederacy) with headquarters in Gujranawala. Furthermore, Ranjit Singh was baptized into battle at an
extremely young age of 12 years. It so happened that Mahan Singh had laid seize to the fort of Sodrun where
Sahib Singh Bhangi of Gujrat had taken refuge after refusing to pay tribute to the Sukkarchakkias. During this
seize Mahan Singh was taken ill with chronic dysentery so he handed over the command to his son and he
(Mahan Singh) returned to Gujranawala. Subsequently the Bhangi Sardars of Lahore taking advantage of the
situation rushed to the relief of Sodrun. Amazingly this boy (Ranjit Singh) cleverly ambushed and defeated the
Bhangis. Unfortunately on his return to Gujranwala Ranjit Singh heard that his father Mahan Singh had already
passed away. Consequently this lad who spent most of his time hunting was forced to take over the
responsibilities of his Misl. Moreover, marriage in 1796 A.D. to Mahatab Kaur who was the daughter of Sada
Kaur the leader of the powerful Kanhaya Misl and subsequent marriage to Raj Kaur of the Nakkai Misl
enabled Ranjit Singh to gain the loyalty of other powerful Misls. Ranjit Singh who was an extremely ambitious
person was now equipped to fulfill his dream of expanding his kingdom.

http://www.voiceofassam.com/feature.htm
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long. Morcover, gradually by the the 10th century A1, the religion, cultire and even to o degroe the

of Afghanistan had started to change as colonies of Arabs settled in Afghanistan. Afler the Islamization of
Afghanistan invaders from Afghanistan frequently pillaged India. Fortunately, due to pressure initially from
the Rajputs these invaders were not too successful in forming stable kingdoms in India. Also it was only after
the middle of the 18th century (following also the weakening of the Mughal Empire) that the Afghans led by
Ahmad Shah Abdali were successful in carving out a kingdom in India. It was thus the descendents and
kinsmen of Abdali who posed a challenge to any expansive moves by Maharaja Ranjit Singh particularly in the
West and North. In fact Maharaja Ranjit Singh's grandfather the great Charat Singh had already come into
conflict earlier with Ahmad Shah Abdali.

While it is impossible as such to mention and describe all the conquests undertaken by Maharaja Ranjit Singh
in this article, however, an effort will be made to refer to some of the important ones. The first major conquest
that Maharaja Ranjit Singh undertook was not from the Afghans but from his own kinsmen the Sikhs. Lahore
during that period was ruled by three Sikh chieflains namely Chet Singh, Sahib Singh and Mohar Singh, whose
fathers had wrested this city from the Afghans in 1764 A.D.. The citizens of Lahore who were tired with
misrule invited Maharaja Ranjit Singh to take over the city. With the encouragement of Sada Kaur his mother-
in-law, Maharaja Ranjit Singh entered Lahore on July 7, 1799 and took the defenders by surprise and thus
captured this largest city of Punjab technically without firing a shot. Subsequently at a Grand Durbar on April
12, 1801 A.D., Sahib Singh Bedi a direct descendent of Guru Nanak proclaimed him Maharaja of Punjab. Next
Maharaja Ranjit Singh captured the holy city of Amritsar from Mai Sukhan who was the widow of Gulab
Singh Bhangi. The exact date of this possession is still controversial but many historians accept a date of
February 24, 1805 A.D. However, in no way was Maharaj Ranjit Singh's appetite for conquest satisfied and
next this Maharaja embarked on taking over Kasur. Moreover, the Afghan ruler of Kasur Qutub-ud-Din Khan
after the death of his brother Nizam-ud-Din Khan had refused to accept the overlordship of Maharaja Ranjit
Singh.

Eventually in the year 1807 A.D. Maharaja Ranjit Singh annexed Kasur and also in the same year Bhawalpur
was made a tributary. The British alarmed at the rapid expansion of the kingdom of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
signed the Peace Treaty of Amritsar in 1809 A.D. with him and Sutlej River was accepted by Britishers as the
eastern boundaries of the Maharaja's territories. Next Maharaja Ranjit Singh annexed the territories of Guyjrat,
Khushab, Sarhind, Sahiwal etc. Multan was next on the agenda of the Maharaja. The total control of Multan
had evaded the Maharaja on six times. Eventually a large force led by Diwan Chand Misr was sent to capture
Multan and Nawab Muzzafar Khan of Multan was killed and Multan Fort capitulated on June 2, 1818 A.D.
Also one of the childhood dreams of Maharaja Ranjit Singh was to seize Peshawar from the Afghans.

In October 1818 A.D. Maharaja Ranjit Singh marched towards Peshawar from Attock and swiftly occupied the

http://www.voiceofassam.com/feature.htm




capture of Peshawar. Following this in the y . a large force led by Prince Kharak Singh (the eldest
son of the Maharaja) and Diwan Chand Misr was sent to capture Kashmir from the Afghans. After fierce
fighting the Maharaja's Army entered Srinager on July 4, 1819 A.D. Rebellions against Sikh authority in
Peshawar occurred in 1823 A.D. and 1827 A.D. The 1823 A.D. rebellion was put down mainly due to the great
Sikh warrior namely, Phula Singh Nihang who sacrificed his life in the famous battle of Naushera. The 1827
A.D. rebellion against the Sikh authority which was initiated by the fanatic Muslim Sayyed Ahmad of Barreilly
was put down and a force led by Prince Sher Singh (the son of the Maharaja) was also successful in killing the
Sayyed and his followers in 1831 A.D..

It was also during the reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh that the first deep thrust by the Indians in the Himalayan
territories occurred. Even the great Chandragupta Maurya whose territorics included Eastern Iran and the
whole of Afghanistan did not undertake such a conquest. It so happened that Raja Gulab Singh a noble of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh decided to extend the boundaries of the Maharaja's kingdom to Ladakh etc. In the year
1834 A.D. Raja Gulab Singh commissioned the brilliant and fierce Rajput namely, General Zorawar Singh to
lead this expedition. General Zorawar Singh was not only successful in adding Ladakh, Baltistan etc. to
Maharaja Ranjit Singh's territories but continued his thrust deep in the Himalayan territories, till his death in
Tibet while fighting a joint Sino-Tibetan force. It must be remembered that Tibet was a close ally of China
during that period. Starting as a minor kingdom, however, by the tine of his death on 27th June, 1839 A.D.
Maharaja Ranjit Singh's kingdom extended from Tibet to Sind and from Khyber Pass to the Sutlej River. Prior
to his death the Maharaja's Army entered Kabul in 1838 A.D. and installed Shah Shuja as a puppet King of
Afghanistan.

Moreover, while Maharaja Ranjit Singh had great respect for all religions, however, he in no way appeased any
particular religious group for his personal gains. Nevertheless, this Maharaja took upon himself to reverse any
injustice which had been done to India by the Afghans. For instance the Maharaja was able to recover the gates
of the Somnath Temple and Kohinoor Diamond both of which had been taken from India by invaders. The
former was taken by Mahmud of Ghazni, while the latter was by Nadir Shah of Persia. The gates of the
Somnath Temple were eventually brought back by the Maharaja's Army from Afghanistan.

Supposedly the Darshani Gates of the Golden Temple in Amritsar are the original Somnath Temple Gates. As
far as the Kohinoor Diamond is concerned it is well known that it found its way to Shah Shuja the King of
Afghanistan. Maharaja Ranjit Singh after capturing Shah Shuja (by means of an an intelligent setup) was
eventually able to extract this precious stone from Shah Shuja, though after a lot of effort. Moreover, just
before his death Maharaja Ranjit Singh was keen to gift this stone to the Jagannath Puri Temple,. however, the
ruling chiefs did not approve this.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was an intelligently aggressive person and this is more than clear from his numerous
victories. Each conquest was planned meticulously and his troops were equipped with the state-of-art-weapons.
As long as this Maharaja was alive the British had a formidable rival in India. In fact it is widely accepted by
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The visionary India forgot

lllustration by :Hidish

Homi J Bahbha, the man who set up the atomic
energy establishment in India, had also envisaged
the nuclear bomb, argues Upinder Fotadar

[— e

I decided to write this article on Bhabha mainly to

enlighten the new generation of Indians about this
prodigy whose contribution towards the building of a
modern scientific infrastructure in India has been
second to none. Bhabha was a unique person in every
sense as his personality was a rare combination of three
extremely diverse elements. Firstly, Bhabha was born in
an aristocratic family, secondly, he was one of the top
physicists of the twentieth century and thirdly, to top it all
Bhabha was a great Indian nationalist.

Homi Jehangir Bhabha was born on October 30, 1909 in
a well known (his family both on his father's and
mother's side were related to the house of Tata) Parsi
family. Bhabha's father was a famous barrister and his
family (Bhabha's) had a tradition of learning. Bhabha's
schooling took place mainly at the Cathedral High
School in Bombay and after passing his Senior
Cambridge he eventually left for England in 1927. His
parents had him admitted to Caius College, Cambridge
in order for him to pursue a degree in mechanical
engineering. However, the famous Paul Dirac influenced
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Bhabha immensely and eventually lured the latter into
the discipline of physics.

After obtaining his Mechanical Sciences Tripos in 1930
Bhabha went on to study theoretical physics at
Cambridge. By the time Bhabha received his Ph.D in
physics in 1935 he had already made his presence felt
in the international arena of physics. Following this
Bhabha continued to make significant contributions in
physics and was awarded the prestigious Isaac Newton
Fellowship. By now Bhabha had blossomed into one of
the great physicists of the 20th century and also mainly
due to his attractive personality Bhabha made close
friends with many of the prophets of physics. Among
Bhabha's friends were Paul Dirac, Niels Bohr, Wolfgang
Pauli, Enrico Fermi, John Cockroft, W.B. Lewis etc.

In the year 1939 Bhabha
Bhabha and Nehry returned to his motherland India
were like brothers, and he was subsequently

and under the requested by Prof. C.V. Raman
persuasion of to join the Indian Institute of
Bhabha Nehru Science in Bangalore. Initially
passed the Atomic Bhabha was appointed as a
Energy Act Reader but he was soon after
on April 15, 1948, elevated to the position of
Thus Bhabha was Frofessor of Cosmic Ray
granted permission Research. Following this
to set up the Atomic Bhabha at a young age pf_ 31
Energy Commission Was elected to the preshgloqs
Fellowship of the Royal Society.
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In the year 1942 he also became the first Indian to be
awarded the Adams Prize. Later on Bhabha was also
elected to the U.S. National Academy of Sciences.

As soon as he stabilized himself in India, Bhabha
started to organise and build the Indian scientific
infrastructure. It transpired on him that India needed a
fundamental research institute of a world class. For this
venture he was able to obtain help from the late J.R.D.
Tata. Bhabha in his famous letter to the Tata Trust
mentioned, "an embryo from which | hope to build up, in
the course of time, a School of Physics comparable to
the best anywhere". Initially this institute, Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research (TIFR), was established at
Bangalore in June 1945, but within six months Bhabha
moved it to his own house in Bombay. Eventually this
institute outgrew its accommodation and was moved to
the famous Royal Bombay Yacht Club.

Bhabha and Nehru were like brothers, and under the
persuasion of Bhabha Nehru passed the Atomic Energy
Act on April 15, 1948. Thus Bhabha was granted
permission to set up the Atomic Energy Commission.
Following this on January 3, 1954 the Atomic Energy
Commission decided to set up an Atomic Energy
Establishment at Trombay where already some work
was being carried out.

Bhabha not only understood the scientific-industrial
needs of the nation but also international politics
extremely well. While the main focus of the Indian
Atomic Energy Commission was to generate electricity
for the nation, nevertheless, the nuclear programme
was tailored to be of dual utility. The aim was to produce
weapons grade Plutonium-239 (while generating
electricity).
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Bhabha's vision again proved to be correct when the
British demonstrated that Plutonium-239 from nuclear
power plants could be utilized for the production of
nuclear weapons. In such a manner the large scale
manufacture of nuclear weapons could not only be
convenient but also extremely cheap.

Under the supervision of Bhabha the first large scale
Plutonium production facility in Asia became functional
in 1964 in India. Bhabha also saw to it that reactors
were built in India for the sole purpose of production of
large quantities of Plutonium-239. Actually Bhabha was
also keen to test some nuclear weapons. The late T.N.
Kaul, a veteran diplomat has mentioned that Bhabha
wanted to test a device way back in the late 1950s. In
fact the famous U.S. nuclear weapons expert, General
K.D. Nichols who played a key role in producing the first
nuclear explosion, mentions that he was convinced that
in 1960 if given the go ahead by Nehru, India could have
quite easily detonated a nuclear weapon. Unfortunately,
Nehru though a great person hesitated. Hence, no such
moves were undertaken.

Today, mainly due to Bhabha's efforts India's nuclear
energy programme is the second largest and advanced
indigenous programme after that of Japan in Asia.
Already during Bhabha's lifetime many great advances
were made. Such as the fabrication of the first atomic
reactor namely, Apsara in Asia (if the then Soviet Union
was not considered part of Asia). Other reactors such
as Cirus, Zerlina etc, followed. Bhabha realised that
India had one of the largest reserves of Thorium-232 in
the world and hence he pushed for fast breeder
technology to convert this element to fissionable
Uranium-233.

Uranium-233 is a dual purpose element and can be
used for power generation and also for the production of
nuclear weapons. Today India is one of the few
countries in the world which operates (the others being
Russia, France, Japan) a fast breeder reactor. This 40
MW reactor attained criticality on Oct. 18, 1985. In 1996,
the experimental 30 KW Kamini reacter went critical
utilizing Uranium-233.



The genius and vision of Bhabha is clearly made
evident in March 1944 when he mentioned, "When
nuclear energy has been successfully applied for power
production in, say a couple of decades from now, India
will not have to look abroad for its experts but will find
them ready at hand". It must be remembered that the
first man-initiated self-sustained controlled nuclear chain
reaction was done on Dec 2, 1942 under the direction of
none other than Enrico Fermi, and this too was then a

closely kept secret!

Today, mainly
due to Bhabha's
efforts India's nuclear
energy programme is
the second largest and
advanced indigenous
programme after that

Unfortunately, Bhabha died
prematurely in a suspicious
air crash on Mount Blanc
on January 24, 1966.
Sabotage in no way can be
ruled out. This great Indian
in every sense was one of
the greatest scientists of

the 20th century. While in
no way can we compare
any

one with Bhabha, the closest comparison to him
probably was the great physicist Robert J.
Oppenheimer, the father of the first atomic bomb. Both
these people were polymaths and great physicists of
any time.

of Japan in Asia

Finally the best compliment | ever heard about Bhabha
was by the late Prof. E.D. Bergmann, the father of the
Israeli nuclear weapons. | was personally associated
with Bergmann (who himself was a world class scientist
and was the Chairman of The Israeli Atomic Energy
Commission). Bergmann respected Bhabha and
mentioned to me that he was convinced Bhabha was
truly one of the greatest scientists of any time.

Bhabha never got the Nobel Prize (though he for sure
deserved one), and also surprisingly India too did not
honour him with a Bharat Ratna. Bhabha not getting the
Nobel Prize did not pain or surprise me, but what pains
me is that India has not done enough to honour him. It
is, hence, my hope that the present government in India
will honour this great Indian with a Bharat Ratna. This is
long overdue and many a lesser men have already been
honoured with this title.

Finally the best manner in which | can describe Bhabha
is by the Sanskrit word Hripriya (dear to the heart). As
he (Bhabha) for sure was dear to most of us Indians and
will continue to be Hripriya of us Indians.

R il



___EDORAL

RIAL
AL
STAND

first time since the
of Kargil hostilities that Prime
| Behari Vajpayee has

h. Usually hild, soft spoken
2s moderate, Vajpayee
all ambiguities and false
rsed by Pakistan about India
ak or lacking will to go full

safeguarding national
protecting sanctity of her

augurs well for the nation
Lis neither aplogetic nor
2pproach in holding Pakistan
nsible for present......more

Securit

Il scale ground and air
are on to evict from Indian
intruders, the news on the

calls for extra vigil. Some
nings are quite ominous
all the States to wake up
their loins against nefarious
agents ready to foment

e

The Evolution Of India
into a Great Power

\QPLU pender Fotadar
ey

The present political situation in India
indicates quite ...more

COMMENT _
Enormity of Defence Minister’s

incompetence

From B L Kak

It takes a lot for the likes of Mr IK Gujral
to demand that ....more

Another blunder in the
mountains

By M J Akbar

We have often been told how much our
present Prime Minister ....more

A View Point
Ilie real iIssue

By Hoshiar Singh

The universe is ever changing" may be
true for every natural..more

http:h’www.dailyexcelsior.com/99juneO9/edit.htm#3 '




.7[ (?/Zf’fm( to the

-- Q(AﬁZa 7

The Evolution of India into a great power...

Dear Sir,

The present political situation in India indicates quite pellucidly that the
Indian democracy has not matured adequately and is still some what
susceptible particularly to outside influences. Nevertheless, fortunately

the Indian political system is maturing and hopefully by the next decade

things will be more stable in our country. In order to have a good grasp of how
our country has developed in most areas so far and how we can hasten this
process further in the future, it is absolutely necessary to study the sequence of
events which have led to contemporary India. While it is not possible to go into
the details of the contribution of all our leaders towards the development of
post-independence India, I am, however, going to discuss the contributions of
some of our leaders who have had a significant impact on our nation.

Modern India owes much to Mahatma Gandhi and he (the Mahatma)
encouraged Pandit Nehru to lead India at a crucial period (immediately after
independence) as the Mahatma realized that not only was Nehru a man of
integrity but Nehru was also a man of worldly vision. However, the Mahatma -
being an extremely perceptive individual also realized that Nehru had his
limitations and he (Nehru) was also an idealist. Hence, Sardar Patel was
encouraged by Mahatma Gandhi to help Nehru run the country. As is well
known that the Sardar apart from being a great nationalist was also an
extremely practical person. The premature death of Patel in 1950 was a great
loss to the nation as Nehru had no heavyweight person left to help him. Nehru -
during his premiership pushed for the industrialization of India and also
developed the non-aligned external policy. This non-aligned approach not only
created another global power-block but also helped many developing countries
to conduct their affairs with self-respect and dignity.

Unfortunately, Nehru being a pacifist overlooked the area of defence. This
resulted in the Indian Army suffering reverses at the hands of the Chinese in
1962 and also the loss of Indian territory to the Chinese. Nehru being also a
somewhat dogmatic person had also ignored the advice of Patel pertaining to
China and as is well known that just prior to his death Patel had written to
Nehru, "The Chinese Government have tried to delude us by professions of
peaceful intentions". Though much has been written about the 1962 Sino-India
War one thing is quite clear that in no way did these reverses reflect negatively
on the bravery and discipline of the Indian soldier. The main cause of these
reverses of the Indian Armed Forces were the lack of numbers and the lack of
proper equipment. During this period the Indian Army was equipped mainly
with primitive weapons (such as the vintage .303 Enfield Rifles, which were
first manufactured in 1914) while the Chinese during that period were equipped
with the state-of-the-art Soviet weapous.

Besides the Chinese had 4 million troops while the Indians had approximately 3
hundred thousand troops, which were mostly then stationed on the Pakistani
borders. Also during that period China had no enemies on her borders. The
shock resulting from the failure of his China policy resulted in the premature



shock resulting from the failure of his China policy resulted in the premature
death of Pandit Nehru in 1964. Lal Bahadur Shastri eventually filled in the
vacuum after Nehru's death. Shastri who was known to be a man of morals also
proved to be a man of steel by the the manner in which he supervised the 1965
War with Pakistan. Following the death of Shastri in 1966, Mrs. Gandhi becam
the prime minister of India. Mrs. Gandhi though an extremely stubborn person
by nature had learnt a lot from her father and was probably one of our finest
prime ministers of our country. Amongst many areas Indira Gandhi also pushec
the area of defence and quickly made India into a regional superpower. In 1971
just about 9 years after the China debacle India dismembered Pakistan and
created the country of Bangladesh, while the allies of Pakistan namely, the U.S
and China watched helplessly.

This was not only a great military move by Mrs. Gandhi but also a superb
political move. In addition to this Mrs. Gandhi also demonstrated India's
nuclear weapons capability by a ("peaceful") sophisticated nuclear device blast
in 1974. After the assassination of Mrs. Gandhi in 1984. Rajiv Gandhi was nex
sworn in as the prime minister of India. Though he initially lacked political
acumen, however, to the surprise of many a political pandit Mr. Gandhi
matured into a good politician. Gandhi being a youthful person bubbling with
energy pushed particularly areas of high technology which were a must if India
wanted to enter the 21st century as an industrially advanced nation. Also durin;
that period the Indian Armed Forces were made formidable and an aggressive
policy was initiated. It was during his tenure that the Indian infantry seized the
disputed Yak grazing grounds in Wangdung, in the Sumdorong Chu Valley,
thus shocking the Chinese. This was a big shock for the Chinese as the Chinese
were still recovering from their defeat by the

Vietnamese in the 1979 border war. By now it had become quite clear to most
credible military experts that India had surpassed China militarily. In fact
during that period the brilliant and objective Indian Army Chief, General
Sunderji was confident that he could take on both China and Pakistan
militarily at the same time.

This was clearly made evident that when the Indian soldier was properly arme
he was second to none. This Sumdorong Chu Valley episode reminded one of
the legendary Rajput Zorawar Singh (the brilliant

general of the great Maharaja Ranjit Singh) who captured the Northern
territories etc. and died fighting a Sino-Tibetan Force on 12 December, 1841
deep inside Tibet. As is well known Tibet during that period was an ally of
China. General Zorawar's Army was also responsible for capturing the main
flag of the Chinese, namely the Mantalai Standard on August 7, 1841. This
Standard is now in the proud possession of the 4th Battalion of the Jammu

and Kashmir Rifles.

The next leader who has had a profound impact on India is Prime Mnister
Vajpayee. The re-demonstration of India's nuclear weapons capability was a
must. This was indeed over due and necessary since it sent the appropriate
message to our adversaries that though India is a country of peace it can

not be also taken for granted. Much credit in the nuclear and related areas
goes to Dr. Bhabha. Dr. Bhabha was not only an extraordinary scientist but
also understood international politics extremely well. It is well known that
Bhabha wanted to test a nuclear weapon in 1960, however, Nehru refused to
give him the permission to go ahead. The brilliant and veteran Indian
diplomat Mr. T.N. Koul mentions that actually Bhabha informed him in 1957
that he could produce a nuclear device in a year. As history has clearly
made evident that it was a grave error that the then leadership of India did
not heed the advice of Bhabha. Thanks mainly to Dr. Bhabha the nuclear
program of India is the second largest and sophisticated indigenous

nuclear program in Asia after that of Japan.

Tt is now necessary that the leadership in India project India as a great
power (which India is) in the world arena. The nuclear tests have for sure



enhanced the global image of India. Let us not be tied down by our small
neighbour Pakistan. Nevertheless, Pakistan must be handled with caution as
it is no secret in political circles that Pakistan 1s only the proxy of the

U.S. and China. It must be remembered that when India tested 5 nuclear
weapons in May 1998 President Clinton remarked that these tests were
"self-defeating”. Clearly what President Clinton meant is that he would not
tolerate India shattering the then global balance which favoured the U.S.
and her ally China. It is also no secret that in order to send an

appropriate message to India the U.S. in league with China tested nuclear
devices in Pakistan and then Pakistan was declared a nuclear weapons state.
Clearly these proxy nuclear and missile tests of the U.S. and China in
Pakistan have no great implications for India, as no country will transfer
lethal technoiogy which could jeopardise the future security of the
transferring country. Moreover, Pakistan has no known reserves of Uranium
ore the key ingredient for nuclear weapons.

Thus the main message that the U.S. sent also to other developing countries by
making Pakistan an artificial nuclear power was that if for example countries
like Brazil or Argentina went nuclear these countries would then find proxy
nuclear weapon states on their borders. In short the time is ripe for the Indian
leadership to evolve an aggressive global policy, whereby India can play a
global role which is commensurate with her development and stature. We must,
however, stay vigilant to the fact that the Western countries led by the U.S. are
trying to re-invent the "China Card" in order to salvage the global balance and
try to again make China the U.S. sponsored leader of the developing countries.
It is well known that the U.S. as a publicity stunt is helping China in the latter's
goal to place a man in to space. This is, however, no great technical
achievement these days and is only a stunt for political and

psychological benefits. Nevertheless, India must still strive to improve

her relationship with the U.S. Although India has often offered her hand of
friendship to the U.S., unfortunately the U.S. has yet to reciprocate.

In fact it is no secret that inc U.S. has been clandestinely supervising the
actions of Pakistan particularly in Kashmir against India. As is well known
that if the U.S. shows a genuine interest in improving her relationship with
India it will be she (the U.S.) who will benefit greatly on the long run.
Friendship between the two great democracies namely, India and the U.S.1s a
must for global harmony. Finally, in my opinion the B.J.P. led government in
India has done an excellent job in a short period and it is my hope that the
people of India will give this government another chance so that they can fulfill
their goals. Variety is a must for the development of any nation and the people
of India have already given the Congress Party ample time to contribute
towards the development of our nation. Besides in my opinion the Congress
o-Jlonger.gives the impression of being a nationalistic organization.

Dr. Upinder Fotadar %%%
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by Kuldip Singh Bajwa

VER the centuries the
QL amed  farces  have

cmerged as an insirument
of state palicy. When all other
means failed, armed power was
employed 1o safeguard or achieve
national objectives. It did nat
realiy always maiter whether
such objectives trans the:
legitimate ights and interests of
alher people. What counted was
that the creation and cmployment
of anmed power was an cssential
pan of the will of 2 people 1o fol-
low the course chartered by them.
In both the World Wars, Gereman
military might was unleashed 10
gain  expansionisi  (erritarial
Tebensraum. Tn reply, the Allies
mobilised 3 massive armed
response to defend their interests,
Nearer home in October, 1947,
Pakistan invaded Jammu and
Kashmir as a prinlary means af
eapandiog its Gomaln, On ihe
other hand in 1971, when faced
with a massive influx of refugees
driven aut of the erstwhile East
Pakistan by an Army crackdown,
India first exhausted zll other
means before ats armed forces

ual second strike capability of the
wrgeted  adversary. | After

. Hiroshima and Nagasaki, no

nuclear weapons have been used
even though there have beca
exiensive conflicts. Equally, seri-
ous initiatives have been
launched to achieve nuclear dis-
armament. These develapments
bear witness to the age of mutual
deterrence. Tt, however, does not
follow that armed powsr is ni
lenger relevant in the formulation
and pursmil of state policy.
Interaction between states lias not
as yet reached such a level of eo-
existence that armed power can
be torally dispensed with or even
neglected. In the fifties our lead-
ership in their naive and one-
sided belief in Panchsheel did
just that and made the nation pay
a heavy price in 1962 against the
Chinese. In the present day the
recent Gulf war, Pakistan assis-
tunce to Taliban in Afghanisian
and the low intensity war con-
ducied by her agsinst us in
Jammu and Kashmir clearly
show that armed power continues
0 be employed #s an instrument
of state policy. The design pow is
subversion and low-intensity.
local confliets kept just short of
provocation 10 a major interven-
tio. Even morc adverse in ihe
1ong run are the coverl IRlrusions;
political and economic pressure

10 bend the targeted nation's will
and policies (g suit the intcrests
and objectives of the dominant
powers, Such tactics are invari-
ably backed by a very convincing
economic, political and military
power status of the aggressor. It is
still true that the world respeets
and defers to the strong. A cuse in
point are the discriminatory pali-
cies followed by USA, lhe sole
super power in the world today,
which chooses 1o ploss over
transgressions of nucleir prolifer-
atian, and missile conlrol regime
by China and Pakistan, but builds
pressure upon us fa abandon our
missile development and upon
Russia to deny us the purchnse of
advanced  Lechnalogics
weapon sysiens. We inust. there-
fore, bréadly determine our vital
national interests in (he fore
able future, visualise the llkzly
overt as well as covert threats 10
these interests and consider the
role armed | power may be expect-
edto ph}i in the execution of our
state policy. Based on these con-
siderations we should determine
the future perspecuve [or the
development of & credible wined
pawer,
The thrust of our national inter-
ests in the 205t cenury will be
political stability, sustainable
economic  development  and
social justice. Peaceful coexis-

tence and non-interfersnce will
be the theme of our policy formu-
lation. Apart from sustained
dynamism in the formulation and
conduct of our domestic as well
as foreign policies, we musi
achieve a credible presence in the
comity of nalions. No other
nation should lightly ignore or
tread upon our vital national
imerests. To uchieve this status,
we must be convincingly strong
Wit are the elemeits of such
puwer? Military strength by itsell
is_mol enough. The erstwhile
USSR, one af the two militarily
most powerful nations in the
world, callapsed  when its eco-
namic and political base was
eroded, Bedrock of power are
political stability, social justice
nd cconomic development. All
three are closcly interlinked. A
peaple, whose aspirations for a
teasonable quality of life are ful-
filled and whe are secure in the
prevaient social justice, alone
will generate a sustained political
stability. Education and aware-
ness of rights and justice is the
backbone of such people, Above
all is the quality of leadership thal
we throw up Only lenders, who
dre xecure in their nwn slamling
and who will place the national
interesis above heir own or those
of the party vehicles they rde
anto pawer, can be taken serious-

‘We must acquire ready-to-use nuclear warheads and mi.

fle-deviiery capability

back upon the Army at the slight-
est provocation must be firmly
discouraged.

In the foreseeable future the
actusl grovnd thgeal is from
Pakistaz caly. hinz - e
Jaunch and sustain a viable
ground threat from Tibet through
the Himalayas. Qur debacle
against the Chinese in 1962 was

however, is likely to matcrialise
only as a pressure tactic to influ-
ence our courses of action

Wi must assume (hat "dkhlan
has the c"pahhly [u‘* 15 L
10 the Jine of Bombay-Kunput
With nuciear .mssne: Wil dis
persed and with dequate range.
we could have the strike cupabili-
ty 1o wipe out Pakistan, The

v mmun i

What are the actuai
and potential threats
we will face in the 21st i
century? As we have
considered already
these threats are likely
to be both internal
subversion and overt
military interference.
Pakistan is alreally
abetting and materially
assisting dissidence/
militancy in Jammu
and Kashmir and the
eastern region. Its
cfforts to revive
militaney in Punjab
continue, Ching is
helping in arming
Pakistan and Myanmar.
It is also indirectly
providing some arms
assistance to the Nagas
and other dissidents in
Assam, Manipur and
Tripura, though the
quantum of such aid
Tias somewhat declined
in recent years.
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largely due to our failure rather
than indicative of the Chinese

tainty that we possess such capa-
bality

will elfectively  deter

Drawing courage from Shivaji, R

by Upinder Fotadar

HE history of India like

the history of many other

nations is full of contro-
versy, since the interpretation of
history is often dependent on
who has written it. As the mili-
tary traditions of Indiz have
often been diluted or overlooked
by historians (mainly foreign-
ers), hence, a re-examination
particularly of this aspect of the
India history is overdue. While
endoubtedly India was not able
to utilise most of her military
potential during a. substantial
part or her history (as the sub-
continenl usually consisted of
several kingdoms who wers usu-
ally at war wth each other), nev-
ertheless, a careful and an objec-
tive stdy of Indian history will
reveal that the Indians in general
in no way lacked courage or mil-
itary skills and were in fact for-
midable ies to thier ene-

B.C. A defeated Seleucus subse-
quently handed over Afghanistan
and  eastern  Persia o
Chandragupta Maurya.
Following the demise of the
Maurya dynasty the
Brahimanical Gupta dynasty
under  Samudragupta  who
reigned from ¢.335 o 376 was
able to rid Tndia of the foreign
dynasty of the Kushanas. One
can not also forget the conguests
of the mighty Tamil Cholas of
south India particularly during
the reign of Rajendra Deva |
(1014-1044) who not only cap-
tured the whole of Sri Lanka but
also conquered portions of the
Malay Peninsula and
Archepelago.  The  cultural
impact of the Cholas can still be
observed o this day in this
region.

Also as is well known that dur-
ing the peak of the Muslim peri-
od ln India which extended
Appr y from 1200-1707

mies.

Even if we go back into history
as far back as the period of the
Mitanni {c.1500-1360 B.C.), one
begins to become quite aware of
the [ndian military traditions. It
is now known without any ambi-
cuity that the kingdom of
Mitanni_extended up to modern
Egypt. Since Mitanni had typical
Indian names and also wor-
shipped  Vedic gods many
experts are now of the opinion
that the Mitanni originated in
India. Moreover, when we pro-
ceed to better documented peri-
ods of world history it becomes
clearly evident that the Indians
were not only capable military
strategists but were also good
fighters. In fact all sources of
history agree that the bloodiest

i battle  that Alexander of
Macedonia (5.356, d.323 B.C.)
fought in all his numerous cam-
paigns was against the Indian
king Porus.

* While it is still absolutely not
clear as 1o the precise outcome
of the great battle (the outcome
of this battle is shrouded in con-
troversy), however, what is well
known that Alexander afler this
battle decided to advance no
more and return  home.
Following this the Maurya king
Chandragupta defeated the suc-
cessor of Alexander namely
Seleucos Nicator in about 302

many l[im{n rulers remained
independent (particularly the
warlike Rajputs) or exercised
considerable authority. Even
some of the local Indian rulers
who were conquered by Muslim
dynasties of foreign origin con-
tinued to offer resistance to the
invaders or even showed magna-
nimity after defeating the
invaders which often backfired
on them. For example Prithviraj
Chauhan after soundly defeating
and capturing the invader
Muhammad of Ghori at Tarain in
1191 in the true Rajput tradition
released him,

As history has shown Chauhan
made a grave error in his judge- '
ment and subsequently a well
prepared Mubammad of Ghori
retumed and defeated and cap-
tured Prithviraj in the same bat-
tlefield of Tarain in 1192,
Following this Mubammad of
Ghori put 1o death- Prithviraj
Chauhan. In many cases the for-
&ign dynasties in India had great
difficulty in retaining the territo-
ries which they had conquered
from Jocal rulers. For instance
Alauddin Khilji (who started a
famg,u dynasty in Ind.u the ori-
gin of which' was "kesran)
captured Chittor in 1303 never-
theless the foreign rule in
did not last long. A RI}pm}chnef—
tain namely Hammira, in jabout
1313 towards the close of

Alauddin Khilji’s reign recov-
ered Chiltor from the Delhn
Sultanate and subsequently also
succeeded in liberating Mewar

defeated Subtan [brahim Lodi
and the later o save his life Ned
the scene of the battle. Far from
kome Maharana Sanga is also

by 1321 famous for taking on the \'ugha\
Meanwhile Mewar became invader Babur at Khasva in
even more powerful under

Maharana
Kumbhaf]
(Kumbhkaran)
who humbled 8
the foreign
dynasties  of
alwa
Gujarat.
Maharana
Kumbha sound-
Iy defeated and
alse managed
1o capture
Mahmud Khilji
of Malwa in the
year 1440,
Subscquently
according o §
the noted
British cxpert
on the Rajputs |
namely
James Tor
Maharana
Kumbha
released
Mahmud Khilj
without  any
ransom and in

&2

the
Stambha
Chittor whmn
exists 1o this
day. The grand- [
son of
Maharana
Kumbha name-
ly Maharana
S anga
{Sangram
Singh) further
upheld the tra-
ditions of the
royal house of
Mewar and fol-
lowed in the
footsteps of his
famous predecessors such as
Bappa Rawal, Talra Singh,
Hammira and his grandfather
Kumbha,

In the famous battle at the vil-
lage of Ghatolli Maharana Sanga

1527. Unfortunaely when Babur

had started 1w give intwe
Maharana Sangn at the critical
Stage of the battle une of Sanga's
confidants namely  Silhidgi
defected to Babur's side taking
along 33000 cavalry

Furthermure, unforwnately the
Maharana was hit by an arrow in
the head and subsequently lost
consciousness. Following this
the followers of the Maharana
removed him from tha battle
wliich tesulted in a chaos in his

“The Sikh Regiment is known for its courage and heroic exploits

army. It was, henee, only duc to
luck that Babur emerged with an
upper hand in this battle. Totally
disappoinied with the oulcome
ol this batile Maharana Sanga
made preparations to tuke on

Babur again. Howevenm betuce
the Muharana could make such o
move one of his own ministers
poisoned Maharana Sanga to
death in 1528,
The Jals who lived mostly
the north-western regions of
e Ndia and  who
have been known
since  ages lo
excel not only in
agriculture  hut
alsa in the battic-
field proved also
to be great adver-

sthe Jats
have since ages
been known
have risen againsi
despotism. injus-
tice ete and huve
successlully
shown their met-
tle when invaders
passed their terri-
fory, whether it
i was Mahmud of
i Nadir

Shah Abdali. The
¥l famous  Briush
expert on ethnog-
raphy Sir Herbert
Risley describes
the character ol
the Ja1 quite aceu-
| ratcly when he
4 mentions, “when
n Jat runs wild it
1 lukes god 1o hold
4 hin” The explois
of the Jat leader
Gokala  (Gokal
Ram) in fighting
the tyranny of the
Mughal emperar
Aurangzeb  are
well documented,
Gokala terrorized
the Mughal
forces from 1660
ull 1669
Eventually
Gokala was cap-
twred and put to
death_ by
Aurangzeb in
166%. As one

. would anticipate the problems

for Aprangzeb afier the death af
Gokala from the Jats got even
more compounded and # even
more ferocious Jat leader Raje
Ram emerged on the scene

Mg
anjit Singh, Raja Ram

[ers

titially Raja Ram disobeyed the
Mughal autherity, then he resist-
ed it and (m:tty Raja Ram
attacked the Moghul forces, For
instance in the year 1686 when
the famous Mughal gencral
Agha Khan was on his way from
Kabul 10 join  Emperor
Aurangzeb his caravan was way-
faid at Dholpur by the men of
Raja Ram. In the skirmish Agha
Khan and zighty of his soldiers
were killed. Moreover, also in
addition Raja Ram was able to
oblain a substantial booly nom
the Mughals.

Another Jat who has lefi a
greal fmpact on the history of
India is the Sikh Maharaja Ranjit
Singh, Mahurja Ranjit Singh
started as the chiel of 4 small Jat
Misl {a Sikh confedcracy) the
Sukkharchakias with headquar-
ters 1 Gujranwala. However, by
the time of his death on 27th
June, 1839 the Maharaja had
carved for himself a kingdom
which extended from Tibet 1o
Sind and from Khyber Pass to
the Sutlej River.

Another Indinn who played a
critical role in gettng !‘d of the
foreign yoke in [ndia, particular-
Iy by contributing in the disints-
gration of the Mughal dynasty
was the Maratha chief Shivaji
Shivaji who descended from a
line of prominent nobles (his
ancestor Devrajji came from the
royal house of Udaipur) suc-
ceeded his father Shahji Bhonsle
as a jagirdar of the Muslim king-
dom of Bijapur in the year 1655
A.D. Initdally Sivaji enlarged his
territories  and  finally  he
declared  independence  from
Bijapur.

Actually even much sarlier in
the year 1645 when Shivaji was
just I8 his aggressive and inde-
pendent atiitude had alarmed the
Vazir of Bijapur. Finally a large
army of 20,000 men was
despatched by the Sultan of
Bijapur in 1659 under the com-
mand of the famous general
Afzal Khan with the object of
gewing rid of Shivaji. To the dis-
may of the Sultan, Shivaji not
only himself killed Afzal Khan
but also succeeded in defeating
the Sultan’s Jarge army.

The writer has held impor-
tant faculty positions at vari-
ous US unjversities,
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The Jats, who live
mostly in the north.
western regions of
India and who have
been known since ag
to excel not only in
agriculture but also i
the battlefield, prove
to be great adversari
to many an invader ¢
india. In fact, the Jar
have been known t¢
have risen against
despotism, injustice ¢
and have successfull:
shown their mettle
when invaders passe
their territory, whethq
it was Mahmud of
Ghazni, Nadiv Shah o
Ahmad Shah Abdall
The famous British
expert on ethnograph
Sir Herbert Risley,
describes the characte
of the Jat quite
accurately when he
mentions, “when a Ja
runs wild it takes Go¢
to hold him”. The
exploits of the Jat
leader Gokala (Goka)
Ram) in fighting the
tyranny of the
Mughal emperor
Aurangzeb are well
documented.
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CHAURI MISSILE

* By Dr. Upinder Fotadar

' MBst experts are now sure that the Ghauri missile is nothing but an obsolete CSS-5 (DF-21) missile which China
- %&s ransferred in a rather subtle manner to Pakistan. As a matter of fact this CSS-5 itself is originally based on
e Israeli Jericho-4A-1 an old Israeli missile. It is well known that Israel the U.S. and China are closely allied.

Eover, it is also well known that many of the nuclear weapon designs that China has at present also originate
; Israel. The Ghauri missile in my opinion has oniy psychological implications rather than any serious military

piications. With an aggressive leadership in India at present it is but natural that the U.S. and her allies namely
, and Pakistan will try to psychologically suppress the role of India in the world, in any way that is possible.

ver, it is unlikely that China has transferred any missile manufacturing facilities to Pakistan as the
S=anomical burden on China would be tremendous it she made such a move. It is quite well known that Pakistan
not have an industrial nor the natural resources {strategic metals etc.) to fabricate missiles on her own.

& hese rumours that are being spread by the U.S. intelligence agencies that this
- Wssile originates from North Korea etc. are only done to create a confusion so as
= salvage the role of the loyal U.S. ally China. In fact the North Korean government
==eatly denied that they had any thing to do with this missile. Also as is well known -

&= in the political circles that the U.S. gave a gentle nod to the Chinese to supply
WS missiles to Pakistan.

—==sequently China has been rewarded by the U.S. with a generous supply of
“WEket engines, space and missile technology. As is well known also that Chinese Lo
SSSonauts are being trained here in the U.S. and also the necessary space technology to launch a man in to
#=ce has been provided by the U.S. to China. While it is a trivial task (the then Soviet Union put a man in to
=Ce way back in 1961) to put 2 man intc spacs these days, this heip is being given by the U.S. rmainly to
SSEnce the reputation of her ally China in the developing countries. In such a manner the U.S. hopes to maintain
& aificial global balance which benefits her and her ally China. Also in my opinion the so called Chinese
“rsions in the Arunachal Pradesh have no great significance.

2 and China share a large border and often such incursions by either parties are known to take place. It must

=membered that for instance in the year 1986 the Indian infantry seized the disputed Yak grazing ground in

: i » also Mr. Vajpapee has now informed the nation that there is
inese helipad in the Indian territory. Besides Mr. Fernandes pointed out, "l won't say what we're doing about
S8 are doing whatever has to be done". That explains it alll Also the visit by General Fu Quanyou of the

mESE Arlmy makes clearly evident as to how keen the Chinese are to improve their relationship with a
2ble India.

2iso well known to most political scientists that the Western media significantly exaggerates the military and
ic capabilities of a backward China so as to maintain a global balance which benefits the West and her

2 China. Forget 1962 when India hardly had any army, after that period India almost always had an

= over China during most of the border skirmishes that occurred between these rivals. Moreover, when China

MR Vietnam in 1979, she (China) was soundly defeated and lost about 32,000 troops in that conflict. This

@y made evident the weakness of the Chinese military machine.

35 is well known that the nuclear programme of India is the second largest indigenous nuclear programme in

er that of Japan. It is also well entertained by experts that India now produces enough Plutonium to build
9S per year. It might also be interesting to point out that the great Indian physicist Dr. Homi Bhabha had
%o test a nuclear bomb back in 1960 but a pacifist Nehru did not give the go ahead to him. However, the

sicated nuclear device test in 1974 of a Plutonium device by India made evident to the world India's nuclear
7S capabilities.

= Nope of many of us Indians that India now must go ahead and again demonstrate her nuclear weapons

iy, however, this time with a thermonuclear blast in the 5 megaton range, a capability which India for sure
for a long period. It might also be interesting to point out that the Pakistani nuclear weapons capability is

"8 dut the hoax of this century. This is the view of most experts. Also as is well known that Pakistan has no

W8 feserves of Uranium ore. Actually the Pakistani nuclear weapons capability is in reality only an appendage
%= Chinese capability.

the brilliant Indian general Sundarji once mentioned that India has the capability to take on both China
=Mistan at the same time and it is my hope that India further enhances this capability.

Fotadarr has held faculty positions in several elite univ

A ersities in the U.S. and has aisg written extensively in the Indian and the U.S,
- WELsing in papers such as The New Ycrk Times.
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niroversy, since the interpretation of history is
dia have often been diluted or

b= UPINDER FOTADAR

> history of India like the history of many other nations is full of co

= dependent on who has written the history. As the military traditions of In
rlooked by historians, hence, & re-examination of the Indian history is over due. While undoubtedly India was not

= to utilize most of her military potential during a substantial part of her history, nevertheless, a careful and an
=ctive study of Indian history will reveal that the Indians in general in no way |acked courage or military skills and

e in fact formidable adversaries to their enemies.
riod of the Mitanni (c. 1500-1 360 BC), one begins to become

s aware of the Indian military traditions. It is now well krown that the kingdom of Mitanni extended up to modern
ypt. Since Mitanni had typical Indian names and also worshipped Vedic gods many experts are now of the opinion
t he Mitanni originated in India. Moreover. when we proceed to better documented periods of world history it
~omes clearly that the Indians were not only capable military strategists but were also good fighters, In fact all
rces of history agree that the hloodiest battle that Alexander of Macedonia (b. 356, d. 323 BC) foughtin all his
erous campaigns was against the Indian king Porus. While it is still absolutely not clear as to the precise

come of the great battle, however, what is well known that Alexander after this battle decided to advance no

Jre and return home. Following this the Maurya king Chandragupta defeated the successor of Alexander namely
sucos Nicator in about 302 BC. A defeated Seleucus subseguently handed over Afghanistan and eastern Persia
Chandragupta Maurya. Following the demise of the Maurya dynasty Samudragupta who reigned from c. 335 to

5 was able to rid India of the foreign dynasty of the Kushanas. One cannot also forget the conquests of the mighty
mil Cholas of south India particularly during the reign of Rajendra Deva 1 (1014-1044) who not only captured the
sle of Sri Lanka but also conquered portions of the Malay Peninsula and Archepelago. The cultural impact of the

olas can still be observed to this day in this region.

-1 if we go back into history as far back as the pe

period in India which extended approximately from

ers remained independent (particularly the warlike Rajputs) or exercised considerable
local Indian rulers who were conquered by Muslim dynasties of foreign origin continued
rs or even showed magnanimity after defeating the invaders which often backfired
Chauhan after soundly defeating and capturing the invader Muhammad of Ghaori at
adition released him, As history has shown Chauhan made a grave elror in his
igement and subsequently a well prepared Muhammad of Ghori returned and defeated and captured Prithviraj in
- same battlefield of Tarain in 1192. Following this mUhammad of Ghori put to death Prithviraj Chauhan. In many

sses the foreign dynasties in India had great difficulty in retaining the territories which they had conquered from
in 1303 nevertheless the foreign rule in Chittor did not last

-2l rulers. For instance Alauddin Khilji captured Chittor

1. A Rajput chieftain namely Hammira, in about 1313 towards the close of Alauddin Khilji's reign recovered

for from the Delhi Sultante and subsequenly also succeeded in liberating Mewar by 1321. Meanwhile Mewar
-came even more powerful under Maharana Kumbha who humbled the foreign dynasties of Malwa and Gujarat.
sharana Kumbha soundly defeated and also managed to capture Mahmud Khilji of Malwa in the year 1440.
bsequently according to the noted British expert on the Rajputs namely Col James Tod, Maharana Kumbha

‘=ased Mahmud Khilji without any ransem and in fact even gave him presents! To celebrate this victory Maharana
mbha built the Vijaya Stambha in Chittor which exists to this day. The grandson of Maharana Kumbha namely
=harana Snaga (Sangram Singh) further upheld the traditions of the royal house of Mewar and foliowed in the
sisteps of his famous predecessors such as Bappa Rawal, Jaitra Singh, Hammira and his grandfather Kumbha.
the famous battle at the village of Ghatolli Maharana Sanga defeated Sultan Ibrahim Lodi and the |atter to save

< life fled the scene of the battle. Far from home Maharana Sanga is also famous for taking on the Mughal invader
=bar at Khanva in 1527. Unfortunately when Babar had started to give into Maharana Sanga at the critical stage of

= battle one of Sanga’s confidants namely Silhiddi defected to Babar’s side taking along 35,000 cavalry.
the head and subsequently lost consciousness.

battle which resulted in a chaos in his army. it

er hand in this battle. Totally disappointed with the

; ga made preparations 10 take on Babar again. However, before the Maharana

~uld make such a move one of his own ministers poisoned Maharana Sanga to death in 1528. However, the

-~daches for the Mughals were in no way over. Next the legendary Maharana Pratap the indomitable grandson of
is well known that during the period due to Akbar's liberal

‘zharana Sanga continued 10 challenge the Mughals. As i
slicy copuled with matrimonial alliances with the princes of Rajasthan, Akbar had been successful in bringing In
some Rajput princes into the Mughal fold. However, all attempts by Akbar to convince Maharana Pratap to changs

< stance failed. Finally led by the famous Raja Man Singh the huge Mughal army fought Maharana Pratap at

=0 as is well known that during the peak of the Muslim

200-1707 many Hindu rul
thority. Even some of the
offer resistance to the invade
them. For example Pritiviraj
ain in 1181 in the true Rajput tr
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Haldigathi in 1576. Though after this fierce battle Maharana Pratap was pursued by the Mughal army, he continued

to fight the Mughals using mainly guerrila tactics. Eventually so demoralized was Akbar that by the year 1587 he

gave up the pursuit of Maharana Pratap. Subsequently withing the next two years Maharana Pratap was able to take
§ back the whole of Mewar. Such a great regard did Akb

ar have for his rival Maharan Pratap, that when the Maharana
) passed away in 1597, Akbar on getting the news in a rare exhibition of emotion began to cry.
{
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- India and the world !

¥8ir: As an academicion of Tndian
origin who is an intérested observer,
Lam dismayed at the impotence of
India's foreign policy, especially In
the post-Mrs ndfra Gnndh?peliud. It
i¢ indeed unfortunate that ¢ powerful
and an indusirially developed coun-
try like India is not able to project an
Image which fs consitent with her
bize and stature, i
' The non-aligned political outlook
of India, if pro;ecletr with aggressive-
ness in the proper perspective, wil
certainly esult in getting a just place
for Indiain the intermational arena. I
is the policy of newtrality coupled
with democracy that has benelited
Iidia tremendously in the past,
einbling her to interact freely. with
the industrialised countries in both
power blocs in developing her scien-
¢e, technology and armament in-
histry, LSS

To the surprise of many wester
experts, India has achieved all this
Without compromising her culture,
Independence o identty, In con.
{rast, her neighbour, China when
[weed with smnilar problems  ex.
perimented with Marrism, un alien
Occidental philosophy;  Not only
ocs India Jead China in most areas

DARRA AR

of science and technology but the
1988 G.N.P of lhdn exceedod ot
only that of China (due to the de.
Valuation of the Renminbi) but even
that of many developed countrics,

This is il the more significant being

based on the data from Ching which:
are often.exaggeraled for propagan-
da purposes. ol
Vith the advent of the Gorbachey:
era, in the changing world of today.,
India is poised to play an important’
role in the international political are.
m, provided our leaders také advan-
tage of the Eavourable opportunities
that exist for Inchia, Efforts should be
made to further improve our rels-
tionship with the United States,
Evidently no miracles are 1o be x-
pected in (his area, since the Uniled
States has close defence and econo-
mic ties with China, Efforts which
have been made to warm our felpe!
tionship with both China and Pakise
tan are welcome, China has more o'
fear {rom Vietnam than India has to
worry about Pakistan, Qur rela.
tionship with both the Soviet Union
and Vietnam are lime-fested and also
of mutual benefit, hence must stoy

‘consisterit, Even with the coning

——

relationship of the Kind which existed
etieen the Soviet Union and Ching
In the 19505 s expected to materialse
and hence any relationship that de.
velops between these two countrios i
ol expected to have any adverse
ellect on [ndo-Soviel telationship,
With the possible energence of o
United Evrope in 1992 and the i
act that group of nations s expected
to have on the werld, India necds fo

further strengthen her tes with (hay
community,

The Indian press has a erucial fole
10 phy. shice opmions given in some
of our papers wtfortunately are not
independent, b tefleet views oligi-
nating and advance the interests of
other parts of the world, The press
his  big responsbility 1o meutralse
this often anti-Ingla rehetoric, Such
propaganda can e extremely
angerous a it could have an adverse
effect on the psyehe of the bidian
masses, A & vonerele example.
much s been sald i (he lm‘inn \
medin recently of (e possibility of
the fransfor of nuelear subymarfes
from China to Pakistan, It i indispot:
ble that Chinadoes ot have: e
lcchnnlury 1o build nclenr power

plants Hs 16 18 Strugaling rhreT:nl 10
buld her first plant with foreign

espertise) let along hulld light coms

b smarines, I Chloh s nuciar

submarines s claimed by her

(though there Is publicly no available

data to s pnri or refule this) they in
all probagllity originate from the
United States. In general the Chinese
submarine fleet cansists of aging

diesels based mainly on the Soviel

Romeo class design.

While India should in the tradition
of hér philosaphy and eulture ‘con-
tinue to be a strong moral force in the
world, in"no case should she forgel
the lessons of the past and ignore her
defence, India at present has a fors
midable military machine (thanks to
Mrs Gandhi) and many defence os.
perts world over entertain the view of
General Sundarji that she can take
on both China and Pakistan at the

same time, Such preparedness must

be maintained atall costs frespective
of the politienl clinmate n the workl,
Moreaver, 1t must be taken I
ecount that weapon sales can be o
significant forclan exchange earner,

Fimly, tough India has by o
Jnywrmalw T
Infrastructure, here | Wigent nevd to
evelop commensurale organlsarion,
ul i hmnfstative kil o g
Wth the problems the nation uces
glgantie proportions, Unless golng fn

Gotbachev-Deng summil In May no. paet and radiotonsafe power plants  these nregs pr inade rapidly al] the

Published in Indian Express, April 10 1989 and Hindustan Times
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progress made $o far will certainly be

nulhfied, -
DR, UPINDER FOTADAR

1925:20E, Eastchester Road

Bronx, N. Y. 10461, USA

March 29« -

| Gouc!bw BOWNS

Sir: Our country is now free fron
foreign yoke, It is ako a sovereipn
state. Still black gowns are compul-
sory wearing for advocates when they
make an appearance in the High
Courts tind the Supreme Court {o
argue cases before judges. The
Judges should let a unanimous deci
sion be taken by all the Bar Assucia-
tions to bid goodhye 1o this dress
which does not suit the Indian ethos
Gongapur Clty B L JAIMINY
March 31 (Advocate)

Take it or leave It

S Apropos the letier of Dr Rafl
(e Chandh (1L, April 4) demanding
I Imﬂdnt on Dr Ambedkar's birth:
duy, Without going Into the merlls of
this: dlemund, | wish o suggest o
formula which nray eliminate all such
requests for Imﬂdafu Without hurting
the leellng of anybody,

There shiould be nnll; four national
holidays; Republic Dhy, Indepen
enee Day, Mahatma Gandhi's Birth-
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Sir, — As a genetic engineer, who  Modem In'di'a.a{so has to regain ::'xé": tvtixl::dfar;atizr: rt;grw:;ctl:magltg
has spent a substantial partof my life some of the initiative and sense of ot thpc former Prime Minister. My
in the West and stays closely in adventure which was an inherent Rajiv Gandhi. But this is not s’ufﬁ,
touch with the land of my birth. In- part of her culture in the past. This is CiCl!'It round for his removal. Hac
dia. 1 Would ]lkc to make some com- C‘eal_,ly EVident from the impact hcr e bepgn Perfom]ing in an unsai:lsfac
ments on rapid changes that are civilisation has on a substantial part toryu:ay then the action could have
occurring in that ancient civilisation. of Asia to this day. India has also to X

India’s development into a milit- develop 4 sports onented culture. roda’s work in the Technology Mis+
ary super power in the near future The ancient Indians augmented sions was concerned. it was com-
seems assured and she must con- their mental faculties with aggres-

carnestness. The talk of disarma- membered that it was none other Undoubtedly, the major credig
ment is actually a gimmick by some than the 6th century Indian ascetic goes to Mr Pitroda for his innovative
countries to disarm upcoming pow- Bodhidharma who happens to be and visionary approach in the va-

ers such as India. the father of all Asian martial arts Tious basic need missions and prog-

To become an economic power of and initiated the great Shoalin tradi- rammes. His unceremonial removal
the same order. she must strengthen tion. from the post will only harm.thesc
her science and technology.  Finally. for a change if our politi- Zealously pursued and monitored

Although India has the third largest cians. planners and administrators progéarlr_lr_nesk ‘l']"""-'gmh“ 'l*:;’ c‘:““;
pool of tehnical manpower in the show some team work. there is no “;Y-h olitica fdaﬂgfs shou talm
world, her science and technology reason why India will not have the At the cost o ef"e ogmen prog-
lag behind the West. While some of privilege of having the unique com- f?m"‘“ meant for the masses. —
her academic and research institutes bination of being a military. econo- PogrRs:gi-‘IAKARAN

are comparable to the very best in mic and cultural super power in the -

the world the overall picture is not near future. — Yours etc.. I{;SWGS’:E‘E?&&’“C“SW“'
impressive. Most of the institutions UPINDER FOTADAR . '

in India put too much stress on 1925-20E. Eastchester Road. II
theory, with the result that their Bronx. New York-10461.

graduates lack a practic:! arproach.

dogmatic, inflexible and not open to
new ideas. Therefore, stress must be assumed office, he has been saying the calibre of Mr Sam Pitroda has
put on evolving a new cadre of

teachers who will in turn produce a dictive. But some of his recent ac- time in the country that Mr Pitroda
generation of competent graduates.

However, when some of the upcom-
ing institutions in India hire people pies like transfer of Government sacrosanct. A project or programme
from scientifically advanced coun-

tries they must take into considera-
tion that not all Indians educated or
trained outside are necessarily su-
perior to those educated in [ndia.

: ° post as Adviser to the Prime Minis-
What Indla needs ter on Technology Missions. There

been justified. But as far as Mr Pit-

i i L dable.
to pursue this goal in all sive physical activity. It must be re. endable

iecs Sir, — The lapses of the Rajiv
Indian teachers ure too Technology missions Gandhi Government notwithstand-
Sir, — Ever since Mr V. P. Singh ing it is unfortunate that a person of

that his Government will not be vin- been denigrated. It is for the first

tions give ample room for criticism brought about a new technological
to his opponents. They cite exam- culture, where the time parameter is

secretaries and the en masse res- can be made or broken, depending
ignation of the Governors. There is on whether it is time-bound in ex-
one more glaring example where his ecution, or open-ended. With all
critics seem to be right. Mr Sam Pit- grace, the new Government should
roda has been removed from his reinduct Mr Pitroda and utilise him

Hindustan Times, 27 Feb. 1990
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"It is Time the World Appreciates
India’s Efforts to Safeguard her Unity

mtﬁn),isdﬂ*i&‘_
with the help of China, the obi ng the
o o i, e

. As a scientist of Indian origin, who aiso

happens to be a Kashmiri, | would like to

. make the following comments on the pre-
.. sent situation in Kashmir.

" Asubstantial proportion of the problems

arising in Kashmir are external in origin.

The Jammu and Kashmir state with a 63 -

- percent Muslim majority has a partially
permeable border with Pakistan. Kashmir,
therefore, offers an ideal situation for the

infiltration of Islamic fundamentalists and

-terrorists from neighboring Pakistan,
whose sole objective has been to

- destabilize India which is fast emerging as

~a global superpower.

* - Part of the problem lies in the fact that
¢ the United States for quite some time has
* * been trying to prop up Pakistan (which is

no match for India in every sense — ex:
i Pakistan’s GNP is $34 billion, India’s GNP

tolerant with Muslim fundamentalists than
many Islamic states such as Saudi Arabia
and Egypt. IfSOmefundamem&iastbrlat
like the secular, democratic environment
of India there are no restrictions on their
leaving the coun g :

It is overdue that the world and par-

ticularly the United States, which is a great
democracy as is India, appreciate India’s

aggressive stance in safeguarding her |
- unity. = ;

Upinder Fotadar, D.Se

* Bronx, NY

News India May 25, 1990

News India March 23, 1990

'Chinese N-Program

I found the article ‘How Pakistan is Get-
ting Away with its Nukes’(News India,
March 9) interesting. However, as a scien-
tist who.is an observer of the Chi

nuclear program, | would like to make the

following comments:

It is indisputable that China does not
have the technology to build nuciear power
plants. China is at present struggiing to

complete her first nuclear power piant(300
MW), that too with forei i

expertise.
© Hence, this So-called deal of China

transferring a 300 Mw power plant to
Pakistan has only _political angd

Psychological significance and is, in fact,

targeted at India.

It is India that manufactures nuclear
power plants on a routine basis and her
nuclear energy program is the second
largest in Asia, trailing that of Japan.

Dr Upinder Fotadar

Bronx, NY -




Sir. — Like many other
Indians living abroad. | was
delighted with (he change of
guard in India by the election of
MrV.P. Singh as Prime Minister.
Though the overall performance
of  Mr Rajiv Gandhi was
excellent (taking into account
that he had iimited political
experience when he became
Prime Minister), many of us were
of the opinion that a non-
Congress leadership  would
generate  competition in  the
Indian political system and
hence accelerate India’s develop-
ment Alas Mr Singh has proved
1o be a disappointment Never
before has there been so much-
chaos in the country. Terrorists
are not only being appeased but
the secular, democratic

can a govern-
ent claim legitimacy when it
nnot protect her people? Nor
as India been able to exert her
rightful role as a semi-global
superpower.
€ paradox is that Mr Singh
as some capable people in his
abinet such as Mr Gujral Mr
Ramanna et
unfortunately it
ppears that in India at present
mi-literate leaders who have
o understanding of internal or
obal politics seem 1o exert

{ India 15 ever to emerge as a
orld leader in science and
chnology it cannot ignore the
nglish Janguage, considering
at the mass of the scientific
nd technological information is
English. This in no way means
at  Hindi and regional
nguages  should not be
ncouraged. The recent move to
rther increase the percentage
{ reservations of Jobs etc. for
ackward classes which has led
disruption of life in many
ars of the country is another
niortunate gimmick by the
adership. Clearly the Centre

eople who
or this spe-
al status are actually members
an economically and socially
ivileged part of the Indian
lety.

The recent events in the

NATIONAL HERALD

‘P — a disappointment

dle East resuiting from the Iray;
invasion of Kuwuail has given
India a uniqgue OPportunity to act
as mediator and thys hring about
peace in that arey India as the
leader of the non-aligned and
developing world ¢un persuade
the United Sates ang its allies 1o
withdraw from Saudi Arabia (the
sacred place of the grear Islamic
faith) since the presence of
foreign powers in Sayud; Arabia
is not only humiliating 10 the
Arabs but 1o the whole Muslim
world. If the present situation is
allowed to continue. this could
end in a dangerous confronta-
tion between the West and Islam
reminiscent of the days of the
crusades India which has an
excellent relationship with Iraq
and also trained its army, being
aiso a friend of Kuwait {00 may
be an accepable mediator to
both the parties As in any other
dispute, the United Nations can-
not be anticipated 1o play an
effective role The UN since its
inception has become 2 mon-
opoly of Western powers Out of
the five permanent members of
the Security Council three are
allies (namely Britain. France
and USA) while the fourth.
China, has a Strong relationship
with the West and is virtually a
puppet of Western powers con-
sidering its large financial debt
to the West The only consistant
champion so far of the develop-
ing world has been the USSR
However. the time is ripe that the
developing world take its own
initiative in the arena of the
natons of the world India and
.other nations of the developing
world could work for »
reorganisation of " the UN, or
develop a paralle] organisation

in which the representation by.

nations ig more fair even if i
meant withdrawing from the
UN

Finally, I would like to con-
gratulate most of the Indian
media both in India and abroad
for its maturity and pro-
fessionalism. However (pe
Indian media has 10 stay vigilang
since some segments of the inter-
national media with tremendous
resources succeed at times . g
sneak items of disinformation
into the Indian media Unfor-
tunately much unjustified pro-
paganda is baing put out by the
US media and that of some of 11s
allies pertaining 10 the nuclear
and missile programmes of a
friendly democracy India, whije
little criticism is levelled by them
on the programmes of a rep-
ressive state such as China, Con-
sidering that a technologically
and militarily superior India as
compared to China that has
emerged. is in the interests of the
USA and all democracies, as this
signifies the tHumph of democ.

8, OCTOBER 1990

ey over iotalitarianism

thi~
boiicy ol smgiimg owt India s
Pad judgement on the part of the -
USA and its allies Even i the

depolansed  world ol today,
China continues 10 be the durl-
ing of the USA and its allics and
it scems that they have in now iy
abandoned the policy of neup
ralisation ol the USSR by Chiny,
This is evident by the gernerops
military and cconomic aid heing
viven by the countries of the
Western alliance 10 Ching The
recent transfer of the standurd
105 mm. NATO gun for the
Chinese vintage T-39 tanks
(India manufactures the superior

-72 tank with a 125 mm, gun)
and also upgrading of the inac-
curate and unreliable Chinese
missile systems with Western
expertise followed by a US 535
billion loan from Japan is a
recent exampie of this policy. In
the highly fluid worid of today it
is hoped and likelv that China
due 10 its proximiny 10 India and
USSR and their common pro-
blems (e.g the recent surge of
Islamic fundamentalism. which
China suppressed with medieval
barbarism). will be more friendiv
to its neighbours — the USSR
and India There has been much
deliberate exaggeration bv some
of the world media of the nuclear
capabilities  of our  smal]
neighbour Pakistan. so as 10
offset India’s emergence as a
superpower. Let us not forget
that the total industrial output of
Pakistan is less than the state of
Maharashtra  Avaiiable data
suggest that Pakistan mav have
enriched uranium-235 1g the 20
per cent level sufficient to con-
duct a nuclear test

Pakistan is. however. far from
having a practical deliverable
weapon which requires enrich-
ment of uranium-233 upwards of
90 per cent India meanwhile
with the largest number of
atomic reactors in Asia outside
Japan has a well-documented
capability to manufacture
nuclear weapons since [96].
India demonstrated its nuclear
capability in 1974 with an explo-
sion when it felt vulnerable to the
Chinese nuclear threat resulting
from the change of global align-
ment  due 10 Nixon-Mao
agrecments of the earlv 1970s. n
any case if Pakistan ever gets
hold of a deliverable nuclear
device, it can be anticipated to
do only limited damage to India
in a nuclear exchange. While due
to Pakistan’s small sizc and
India’s nuclear and missile
superiority, it is highly unlikely
that Pakistan can survive a
nuclear conflict  with India
Moreover if Ching persists in
helping Pakistan with s nuclear
programme, India must not Lesi-
1ate 10 aid Vietnam's (Vietnam
has shown interest in the past) o
nullify this move by China It
has been further estimated that
to elevate Pakistan 10 the level of

—T

feymre at

Indie militarily wall

wast 3 52060 hillion which
wone o its friends have the
&ipaciny o finance Hence the
role o Pakistan 1n the inrer

national arend oo oes- ~ze and
luck of industnabisation can oo
iudged 10 be mied. whil= the
mvalry between the USA and
India which has emerged will got
more intense as Indias mjliary |
build-up. panicuiaris navai eels
even more formidable

Dr Upinder Foiadar
1925-20E Easichester Road
Bronx New York 11d6]

USA
IT

Sir—The Prime Minister Mr
V. P. Singh has stated that job
reservation need not be a perma-
nent feature and once certzin
minimum norms of social justice . &
and economic justice were met it
could be dispensed with. (News :
item. "Quota an interim feature’
NH dated 29.990). The Prime
Minister has. however. not stated
how much time he anticipated £4
for this goal 1o be fulfilled. +

During the past 42 long vears
of independence with the exise
Ing percentage of reserwmon_l
there has been very littde, if at all |
improvement in the lot of the ¢
backward classes It hasunior
tunately. not been possibie for
the Government 1o find our swie
able candidates 1o fill up the
reserved vacancies eventually |
Tesortng 1o frequent de-reserve
tion The huge bac now
being tackled on priority basis by
the various departments ic 2n
indication in this respect

With the increase of reserve-
tion quota as per the Mandal
Commission Report. it is doube
ful if sufficient number of cap-
didates would be availabie 10 i
up the vacancies In my opinion
uniess the spirit of compettion
in  various walks of Liie, |
especially the academic front 1=
properly aroused. job reservation,
schemes would ~ continue
remain on paper only without |
bringing any concrete benefi: 10 3
the backward classes If the
Prime Minister was acmallv +
hopeful of a reservation free &
naton in the near fumre he
should have thought of reducing.
the existing percentage siep by
Step rather than increasing = In
case the percentage continues 1o
be as it has been during the last
42 years of independence he
may have to further increase it
within the next 20 vears or sa
The SC’ST vouths if given pro-
Per opportunilies 1o go in for
proper education without any
sense of inferiority complex. are
intelligent enough 10 compete
with any other class both in the :
matter of competition or meriy

1

Janak Raj Laroiva
A-473 Secior-19. 4
Noida (UP)-201301.
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PM’s China Visit 3
Sir, — As a scientist of Indian originf;
in the US with interest in Sino-Indian &
rejations 1 was glad to hear about the
proposed visit of the Prime Minister,
Mr Rajiv Gandhi to China. Not only
‘s this visit overdue but it may well B8

. ppen the way for a more amicable |
relationship between these giant §
neighbours. Furthermore it couid §
possibly result in collaboration in
seeral arcas in which both India and
China have several common prob- |
lems and could learn from each [
others experiences. '

Contrary to what some people think
India has certainly surpassed Chiha
in most scientific fields and also in
industry. China lost an entire gen-

© eration of scientists to the cultural
w revolution, while science and in-
y ] dustry in India benefited by free
inieractions of Indian scientists and
technocrats with their counterparts

af both in the cast and west bloc coun-

ic tries. For example even such items as:
nuclear power plants and computers,
wkhich are routinely manufactured in
* India have still to be produced in

5 1 China. Hence China has much to

i benefit from shar
fields of science and technology;

ng with India in the

.og_ furthermore; it could also result-in &
ult jarge ~market for Indian built con-
t ¢ sumer products! India has much to

gain from the Chinese experience in
penulation control, housing, preven-

MC ive medicine and to some extent, in
g, | sperts.

e e

are; As far as the border dispuie with
3 China is concerned, the Indian politi-
iS ¢ cians must take into account that
mus! both the political and military climate

he [is ideal for India to exert its rights.
China, considering its plans for econ-

is idf gmic development, can ill afford to

_Chihave a powerful antagonistic
;ono}1 neighbour in India, considering its
lmhpoor relationships  with its other

neighbours (namely the USSR and

'-'lghb‘ Vietnam). In fact, the defeat of the

1¢ Chinese in the 1979 Sino-Vietnamese

ur conflict and the drubbing they took in
the recent Spratly Islands conflict

mm). with Vietnam not only reflected on

the obsolete equipment utilised by

1ames the Peoples Liberation Army but also

they trcﬂected on the poor training and
overall backwardness of the Chinese -

ids 'COmilitary machine as such.

ot
4 M Taking all these facts into consider-
dh ation, T do hope our Prime Minister

|
G

b |

and his advisors will come up with an
agreement with China which™ 18
favourable for India’s long term ’
interests.
UPINDER FOTADAR
) Bronx, NY 10461
New York.

,
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i the rapidly deteriorating situation'in |
.- Kashmir. In my opinion it is overdue

 look upon-the situation in Kashmi

-India but “also ‘from _a,' glob
perspective.” - o F
7% A substantial- proportion-.
- problems in Kashmir is certainl
ternal in origin. The United States,
wary of the Indian military buildup
_ has been trying to prop up Pakistan,
(which is no match for India in any-
- way eg Pakistan's GNP is § 34 billion,
i - India’s GNP is $ 270 billion)ts chief ;
|” client in South Asia, with the help of
| China — the object being the frag-
mentation of India. £
Since the Jammu and Kashmir
State, with a 63 per cent Muslim ma-
“ jority, has a partially permeable bor-
der with Pakistan, it offers an ideal
situation for the infiltration of Islam-
ic fundamentalism and terrorists
from neighbouring Pakistan to carry
out these designs. This US policy

Indian mili e
passed that of Chins and is b
hindrance to the US global interests -
which are still dependent on the
“‘China card” as far as the Soviet
Union is concerned. X
Even with the apparent thawing
of relations between the US and the

[

with the US. The US media and that'
of some of her allies continues to
grossly exaggerate China’s economic
and military capabilities. In spite of
massive human rights violations,

States persists in transferring sensi-
tive defence technologies to China
such as advanced avionics for the
aging MiG 19s. There even have
been rumours of China having ob-
tained a second nuclear powered

. submarine (China has one for sure)
from Western sources.

Internally while the Maharaja of
Jammu and Kashmir acceded legally
to India at independence and this de-
cision was reaffirmed by none other
than the great, undisputed leader of
the Kashmiris, Shaikh Abdullah, the
government in New Delhi persists in-
keeping Kashmir isolated +frfom
mainstream India b
of Article 370. : g

This isolation has discouraged in-
vestment from the private sector re-

% sulting in poor development of the
‘eonomy of the State. This has fur-
‘thé¥sfuelled the frustrations of the
Kashmiris some of whom have un-
fortunately ‘taken to violence in

-league with terrorists infiltrating
from Pakistan. = -

.| Considering all these facts the
time is ripe that P;ig:ia, Minister V P

Ere

% that the politicians in New Delhij; -

' not only as an. internal problem of,

¥ ex-

, stems directly from the fact that the _
'3 1: '!- > < =

-

{ Singh take urgent steps

> ]

o that provi|
- “ting from
i could léad to pu

relationship. Py

~The, . ‘Ind ndo- |

i< Vietnam relationships should] e fur-.
 ther strengthened. With all the frri-
¥ tants thag _exist in the Indg-Soviet
’F’%ﬁe]aﬁons ip, the Soviet Unjon has -

is hence a -

USSR, China still enjoys special eca~, 1925-2
nomic and defence relationships = Bronx,

?'USA

(particularly in Tibet), the United |

e e——

l

y the Pizﬁ'ositionv :

: the situation,

- predecessors it has clearly been’

otherwise tht%s:x?‘;:];‘:'ob-i
ems will ultimately sap the.resourc; |
s of the nation It should be .made
ear fo Bakistan without ambiguity
desingseisaics
ri separatist groups opera-
Pakistan-ogcupied Kash.s
 groups in India
tive action from'
the Indian giant.'§ '*3 ° @ @
,;\_'.Time.\?s also ripe that the two
great democracies, the US and India
removed all obstacles and misfinder-
ing f,:toi: a hez I

ding clandestir

to

%

Kashmj

mir and insurgen

standings, lead

nevertheless been a relfahle friend -
‘and will continué to be ,i'wsﬁ ider-
ing we have many éomnioninterests. "
Further, the Article 370 should be
abrogated and the Jammu and =
mir State treated like any other part -
of India. While India should contin- -
ue to be vibrant secular democracy, .
it should not hesitate to use all the 3
means at her disposal to protect her
people from some misguided reli-
gious fanatics. : SIS
' Ihope Prime Minister Singh takes
concrete step to normalise the situa:
tion in Kashmir. While Mr Singh has
inherited  this problem from fus1Lir
-4
acerbated during his Short tenuert. %
Mr Singh so far has been cautious to |
the level of indecisiveness in han.
dling this roblem. >
" ___ Upinder Fotadar
Senior Scientist at the Albert
Einstein College of Medicine
OE, Eastchester Road .
New York 10461

Pubkished in several
as Patriot, Jumé&. 23,
Times,
1l etc.
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For Credible Opposition

Like many Indians living abroad, I look
forward to the forthcoming elections in
Indiainfhehopethatmeywalbﬁng
about a stable government in the
Center.

Experience with rule by opposition
mﬁaﬂa&mg&smmanmiDe
sai March 1977-July 1979, Charan
Singh July 1979-Jan. 1980, V.P.Singh
Dec. 1989-Nov. 1990, Chandra Shek-
har Nov. 1990 March 1991) has shown
them to be constant failures in provid-
ing a stable leadership to the country.
It is high time that the opposition par-
ties form a credible organization, so
ﬂmttheycanpmvideaneﬁecﬁvegov-
ermnment or opposition.

There has been much criticism in
both India and abroad pertaining to the
alleged dynastic rule of the Nehru fam-
lly in the Indian political arena. In a
great democracy such as India the only
criterion is the will of the people, hence
this criticism has no validity. Besides,
theconh'ﬂmﬁonofﬁleNehrufami!yto
India has been tremendous.

Great Visionary

India owes much to her first Prime
Minsiter, Jawaharlal Nehru for the cre-
ation of a secular-democratic state with
a sound industrial and scientific infra-
structure. Clearly Nehru was a great vi-
sionary, however like many other great
people he made errors such as ignoring
Defense. His daughter Indira Gandhi,
proved to be a practical and effective
leader. Apart from pursuing Nehru's
goals with enthusiasm, she also made
India into a military heavy weight. Al-
though her son Rajiv Gandhi lacked
political experience when he took over
the leadership, this bright young politi-
cian proved to be an aggressive and
no-nonsense leader, contrary to the ex-
pectations of many a political pundit.

Whatever the outcome of the elec-
tons, the leadership in India faces tre-
mendous tasks both internally and
externally. It is necessary that the Cen-
ter be further strengthened. In contrast
to the ' Ing in many of
the mdmﬁmmmmgm of the
worid which are seeing a new ray of
freedom, India’s time-tested democracy

India Abroad

came into existence in its present form
on 17th November 1952 was meant o
be merely ephemeral .
Unjust Invasion
In foreign affairs India, which is a
major world power must play 2 more
aggressive role. Her role during the cri-
sisinthel\'[idcﬂeEastcreatedbyme
unjustinvasﬁonofl{uwaitbyhaq\\ﬁs
minimal. In fact this conflict proved to
be a great political and i
victory for the United States and her al-
lies. The UnitedStatasb]Imﬂ‘er'mg
from the ‘post Vietnam syndrome’ took
advantage of the situation created by
Iraq and orchesterated the whole affair
wiﬂlheralﬁsinaverycareﬂﬂansys
tematic way. Irag, a small country of
18 million people with negligible levels
of industrialization and in general a
poorly trained armed forces equipped
with obsolete weapons was made to
look a great power. The devastation of
Iraqwas&lenhaﬂedasagreatvictory
and the unstated aim was to send a
message to the developing world.
Temporary Change
The improvement of the relationship
between the U.S.A. and India which
has been initiated by Chandra Shekhar
must be further developed. However
the temporary change in balance in the
Middle East which has occurred must
in no way affect India’s foreign policy
which is based on non-alignment, mo-
rality and independence.
Dr.Upinder Fotadar
Bronx, N.Y. -

1991
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Gandhi Had Gras

Although by now several
people have written eulogies for
Rajiv Gandhi, I would like to
offer my views about this
stateman whose loss we all
mourn.

I'had the privilege of being in
touch with Gandhi for some
time and felt I had started to
understand this great Indian. In .
my opinion, this modest and

handsome leader had excellent .

grasp of international affairs, in
addition to having a firm com-
prehension of the internal
politics of India. No amount of

praise for this unusual Indian
can adequately describe him,

In short, India has lost a leader
who was second to none in the
international arena. particularly
so far as his political acumen,
flexibility, intelligence,
aggressiveness:and personality
were concerned.”

Even though he was the prime
minister for only a short time, his
impact on India has been so
significant that he may very well
go down im the history of our
ancient nation as one of the

Juiy 19, 1991, News

R

p Of International Affairs:

great leaders. I hope the present

leadership. in India will sHow of

good teamwork and usher i a

peried of peace and prosperity,

as° Mr. Gandhi would haye

desired.
Finally, Chandra Shekhar

desegves to be congratulated for

1§ an effective prime |

er, although he had the ' il

4

% Dr. Upinder Fotadar, |
i Bronx, N.Y. !
(The author is a senior scientist at the _
Montefiore Medical Center.]

.
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An appeal to politicians “a

Sir— I am writing this letter

" mainly as an appeal to the

|

politicians and people of India to
give Prime Minister Rao
cooperation so that India may
emerge as a prosperous nation in
the near future. While it may be
too early to make an accurate
assessment of Mr Rao as the
Prime Minister, clearly the man
has experience and appears to be
a man of vision A substantal
part of the chaos created by, Mr
V.P. Singh which was partially
rectified by Mr Chandra
Shekhar is further being red-
ressed by Mr Raa In addition
Rao s radical changes aiming
towards liberalization of the
Indian economy both externally
and internally attest to this
foresight This policy of cautious
liberalization was overdue. if the
Prime Minister s aim of integrat

ing the Indian economy into the ‘

world economic order is to be
achieved. This will also put pre-
ssure on the rapidly developing
Indian industry to improve the
quality of products so as to be
competitive with the industrially
developed nations In turn, this
could develop India rapidly into
an economic and military
Superpower.

As far as internal politics is
concerned Mr Rao faces serious
challenges  in suppressing
terrorism mainly in parts of Pun-
jab and Kashmir The future of
India lies in practising genuine

' secularism and also seeing to it
. that religion is not allowed to

play any role in politics While it
may appear 1o be somewhat sinr
plistic one might ask why not
prevent terrorism rather than

curb i Day after day'a large

number. of innocent people are -
losing their lives to terrorists im
India. To bring about a rapid .
normalization in these terrorist
affected areas it may be advis
“ible to hand over all the troubled

areas of these states to the army.
Thelndian army, which has the
reputation of being one of the
finest fighting forces in the world

should not have much difficulty |

in disbanding and disarming the
terrorists. This could then be
followed by elections to bring

about further normalisation. It is

- also surprising that while the

world is on the move, the State of
Jammu and Kashmir which is an
integral part of India continues
to be isolated from other parts of
India by the quixotic Article 370.
Opening up Kashmir would
clearly benefit Kashmir as well
as the rest of India.

India -which has the capacity
to put pressure both diplomatr
cally and  militarily on

neighbouring countries harbour- |
arming |

ing encouraging or
terrorists should not hesitate to
do so. Some military or covert
countermeasures particularly
against terrorist bases in Pakis
tan are desired Furthermore
diplomatic

Pakistan to vacate the part of

Kashmir, which it has illegally’

occupied must be sustained

While India may have a military.
edge over all her immediate:
neighbours, a total war must be

avoided, since. in addition to the
unnecessary loss of life it could
prove to be a great economic
loss to the nation
Finally the nation

‘must not

, s

-14 ', The Statesman etc.
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truth in saying that India has contributed to
this. It was Jawaharlal Nehru who made
this problem linger so long; had he not an-
nounced a ceasefire in the first instance, it
would have been solved. -

" Pakistan must give up its emotional at-
tachment to Kashmir and become more
practical. It must see reason; it has to live
with a strong India and therefore should try
to erase the enmity it has inculcared in the
hearts of its younger people. A balanced ap-
proach will only pay it rich dividends. It
should aiso admit that it has wrongfully
grabbed almost half of Kashmir.

Now Pakistan can no longer depend on
America for heip since the larter’s purpose
of having friendship with it is almost over
with the changes in the Soviet Union. China
cannot remain unatfected by the change,
and so it has to be involved more in its own
affairs. Pakistan cannot look for more help
from China.

Prabhakar S. Harsole

Indore

* A

[t is indisputable that China does not
have the rechnology to build nuclear power
plants. China is struggling to complete its
first nuclear power plant (in Guangdong
province near Hong. Kong), that too with
critical components supplied by France.
Hence the possibility of Pakistan being
suppiied by China with a nuclear power
plant in the near future is remote. This so-
called deal has only political and psycho-
logical significance and is in fact rargeted at
India. .

But India manufactures nuclear power
plants on a routine basis and its nuciear en-
ergy programme is the second largest in
Asia, next to that of Japan.

Upinder Foradar

Bronx, New York

Conquering K2

The French Alpinists, by making it to the
tep of the world’s second highest peak
(**Conquering K2,” October 12-25),- have
demonstrated that where there is a will,
there is a way.

S. Ramesh
Bangalore '

A photographic feat

This refers to “Conquering darkness”
(September 28-October 11). Benoy K. Behl
has done a great job which demands dedica-
tion, patience and expertise. Butr [ differ
with his remarks on the film.

In my opinion, Fujichrome 100 is better
than Ektachrome 100 in ail respects. Many
of my triends abroad, most of them protes-
sionals, have expressed the same opinion.

If special films are not available, it is bet-
ter to use Kodachrome which is the best
slide film ever made. The only problem
with it is, only Kodak can do the process-
ing. And the nearest processing centre is in
England!

Kodachrome has a storage life of 100
vears in ideal conditions.

P. Mohandas

Martannur, Kerala

ﬂCol'r\s-:uon:.ln ““Canards on Musiims" (October
12-15), in Tables 3 and 4 on Page 96 the last coi-
Umns pertain o those above 25 vears of agn.

?®-22,\449)

CROSSWORD
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Across
1 One who didn’t do it! (8)
6 At a joint is a peivic bone (3)
9 Spicily coined? (6)
10 This is a great blow! (7)
12 Be articulate enough to pass
judgement (9) 4
13 Kenyan forest (3)
14 At any time the woman is right
4
15 Nort where you can buy the
grizzlies (4, 6)
18 As in cocoon, change when
necessary (2, 8)
20 A fruitful appointment? (4)
23 Pourd the balance? (5)
24 Which is thrown after one has
had a wash (4, 5)
25 Gun — gun lying by the
heather (7)
26 Tablecloths, napkins, sheets,
Fél)lowcases ~— all go under this
27 It is short for a wire (5) -
28 A fgther cannot have such
Instincs ()

Down

2 Monies the crcle arranges are
offensive (7

You can choose to ke = (6)
Imperis litrle Dansel = maxed
colours (9)

A one-in-ten tax (3)

A child needs such love - and
control (8)

Ban kite flown by the vouth of
unconvennonzal behaviowr (73

[= AR = W

~1

8 Morale-boosnng myecton (4, I,

3,3)

11 Anything ravelline at this =

need not necessarily Sasi (S, 2,

3)

16 May be a sign ourside 3 vacsar

lodging-house (4, 2, 3)
By which the poor vioimss
manages 1o ve> (8)

19 This clue is revolutionars? (1)

21 A cold box on the anime bas

sea-anemone ()

Winter withers cimbins plasr
6)

Be sacky zbout 2 Musims srie

E:qution to Frontline Crossword No. 59

Across: | Abstrace
North zone, 13. Rim, 15

ut, 6. Old, 8. Officer,
L Past histosgie,18. Distraction, 21 Ras 73
24. Aglee, 26. Sparrow, 27, Evolved, 28. oo 2. Lending bady
Down: 1. As ordered, 2. Rice paper, 1 Camn-n, 3. Al
Off colour, 7. Delve, 9. Foo, 14. Music bail, 16. Sing ieag, I~ Fameedey. 13

-

.

10, Mimdfal, 11. Decp,

|

|

Tomh,

|
,‘I

a

Catawba, 20. Israeli, 22. Ensue, 23. Lorel, 25. Liv.
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= Letters to the Editor

India and NPT i

Sir, — During the period ahead,
India is likely to be put under great
pressure externally, particularly
from the industrially developed
world and internally from fifth col-
umnists and so-called pacifists to
sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty. In no case should India sign
this treaty under any clause, as this
treaty has so far proved to be in-
effectual and biased particularly to-
wards the developing world. It is,
however, encouraging that the other
great democracy, the USA, which is
developing a warm relationship with
India is becoming more understand-
ing of India’s stance on nuclear
issues,

In fact, although much has been
written and said pertaining to nuc-
lear non-proliferation and disarma-
ment, no trenchant steps have been
taken in_ this direction so far.
Moreover, India, which has shown
great interest in this area has often
been misunderstood and singled out
as being non-cooperative. It must be
remembered that Pandit Nehru,
who formulated India’s nuclear poli-
cy, based it on the peaceful uses of
atomic energy and proposed nuclear
disarmament as far back as the
1950s. This has resulted in India
having at present a nuclear energy
programme second only to Japan in
Asia.

In one with this policy, India,
whose nuclear weapon capability is
well documented since 1960, chose
not to conduct a nuclear explosion
test for a substantial time. It was
only after the change of the global
alignments due to the Kissinger-
Mao agreements of 1973 that India
felt vuinerable® and demonstrated
her nuclear capability in 1974, by
means of a sophisticated nuclear ex-
plosion. Since then India has not

tested any other device.

I believe it is overdue that all the
countries involved in nuclear testing
also stop doing so, as has also been
proposed by the Soviet Union
(Commonweaith). The US and ex-
Soviet Union, both with large nuc-
lear arsenals, could then set an ex-
ample by dismantling a part of them.
Subsequently, the United Nations in
league with the International Ato-
mic Energy Agency could get in-
volved and take possession of the
global nuclear weapon stock and get
nd of most of it. The United Nations
could, however, retain a small
arsenal so as to prevent any parvenu
nation from threatening other coun-
tries with nuclear blackmail in fu-
ture. In this way the world may be-
come a safer place to live in.

Until global nuclear disarmament
becomes acceptable to all the par-
ties, it is imperative that India main-
tain a large nuclear weapons arsenal
with the appropriate delivery sys-
tems, since in this unpredictable and
fluid world of today, India can only
depend on herself for her defence.
Besides, according to the ancient
traditions of India, there is no con-
tradiction between being strong and

ing moral. — Yours etc.,
(Dr) UPINDER FOTADAR
1925-20 E, Eastchester Road
Bronx, New York,

N.Y. 10461

“‘Disastrous’’ policy

Sir, — The Exit Policy as envis-
aged by the Government of India
has portents of diabolical dimen-
sions. Whatever may be the compul-
sions, it is not child’s play. With the
unemployment  figure  already
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pressed by Suresh Desai and others
in. the letters column on the econo-
mic policies (HT, Jan. 20) should act
as.an eye-opener to Dr Manmohan
Singh.
With Dr Singh asserting recently
in Calcutta that the hike in WPI and
inflation would continue for another
three years, the exit policy would
result in catastrophic consequences
to the working class either in PSUs
or in the private sector. Total abs-
ence of political interference, man-
agerial accountability and produc-
tivity conscious workers alone can
pull out the sick units from the
brink. While rampant corruption
has made the PSUs sick, it is finan-
cial irregularities that have made
many a private sector unit sick.
Consider this fact. The workers in
the age group of 45-50 would be
directly affected by the exit policy.
Having given the prime of their lives
to an organisation and having chil-
dren in the prime age group, sudden
unemployment would ruin families.
The sop of doles would not mitigate
the hardship as they would only be
joining the bandwagon of four-crore
unemployed. This compensation
would not neutralise the rise in
prices. With no scope for employ-
ment, prime age group children
would join the multitude of unem-
ployed. — Yours etc.,
R. RANGARAIJAN
3/77 Sector-V,
Rajendra Nagar,
Sahibabad-201005.

NAM?’s relevance

Sir, — The collapse of the Soviet
structure has initiated a debate on
the relevance of NAM. There is no
dispute that the Soviet Union as a
balancing force for the hegemony of
the USA and its allies over the glob-
al resources has ceased to exist. But
the western bloc and its imperalism

In the absence ¢
outside the weste
essentially intact 1
al, economic and 1
natural resource
exploitation of the

by the nort
or mankind. The
more today than
cold warera,asat
protect the develc
the world. — You
IQBALUDDIN
Director, RSACF

AIR’s

Sir,—I was an
Madhukar Gangz
Feb. 6) as a rejo
(HT, Dec. 26). H

Gangadhar is re
omy for the elec
neither written n
Ram _aswan;y. Tl
tion ©O

g::inars, edlg
It contains the s
persons like Just
A. N. Grover, ]
V. Kamath, Pr
Krishnamoorthy
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It was the no
whenever 1 cam
publication and
sionally relevant
media practition
it to the Progran
stations, but it d«
endorsed the vi
made in these ba

touching nearly four crore, the exit. has not been extinguished. It is, AMRIT RAO §
policy would add another 2.5 crore therefore, essential today that NAM 234, Mandakini |
unemployed persons. The views ex- should strengthen itself. New Delhi-1100
everal papers, such as Hincdustan Times 17 Feb.

esman, Imcéian Express etc, |



Bright future

Sir, — [ am writing this o con-

gratulate Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao on the ultraistic
steps he and his brilliant

inance Minister Manmohan
ingh have taken to see that the

[ndian econotny is - rapidly
integrated  into the world
conomic order. Clearly the

effecis of these changes arc
already evident in the [ndian
economy. While India can leamn
a lot from the dynamic
economies of the United States-
and of Western Europe, there is-
no need for India to wtaily scrap.
her unique mixed gconomic sys
tem. In
provéto be very successful if the
rusty {ndian cconomy is greased
with moder methods The criti-
cal problemn thai still remains for
fndia is to be able w© rapidly
aplift 4 large nroportion of her
populaiion from chronic pover
ty. While ali these 2Conomic
changes are weicome i is
necassary that we dai an ancient
and time testad sociefy retuin our
cultural identity, in particular it
is rather unfortunate thai some
of our vouth, particularly in the
larger cities of Indid try 10 imis
tate the West with no prior
experience or understanding of
the Western culture. Though
‘people in the West are in general
more objected and practical than
[ndians, the family infrastructure
in these countries is substantially
weakened resulting in ‘many of
the vouth becoming self
destructive. The (ndian youth
must be made aware of the rich-
ness of Indian culture, In fact the
impact of the Indian ciyilization
is still evident in most parts of
Asia to this day. One must
remember that the ancient Vedic
Indian dynastics ruled most of
the Middie East including parts
of Egypt as far back as 1400 B.C.
According to the eminent
historian-archaeologist. Dr Wer-
ner Keller, some of these dynas-
ties, ez, the Mitanni, built
poweriul cmpites in the north of
‘ Mesopotuia, The Mitanni had

fact this system may .~

PUBLISHED IN SEVERAL

awaits India

typical Sanskrit names and torm
the same era, wcanttions from.
the great [ndian hymn Rig Vyeda
were also uncarthed in  that
region by the US archaeologists
{n turn the South [ndian Chola
Empire, at the zenith of its glory
under Rajendra [ in the 1 1th cen-
ury, included Sri Lanka, the
Nicobars, the Maldives and the
Laccadive islands, and substan
tial parts  of [ndonesia and
Malaysia

As far as the stability of ladia

is concerned, conirary 1o the pre-

dictions of many political sCien-
tists the fragmentation of India is
a possibility: which one can rule
out These “experts’ have no
understandiig of the resilience
of indlia 10 overcome uny divisive
forces. Our diverse nauon has
great unilying forces such as sub-
Stanuai cuitural idendty coupled
with the viwlity inherent in
secular democratic institutions
The Centre in (ndia needs to be
further strengthened, as  the
latitude given 10 the stutes in the
nast by the {ederal government
has been excessive. The concrete
effect of this faulty policy are evie
dent in the state of Jammu and
Kashmir. {t is necessary that all
the states of India give the Cen-
ral government more cGopera
ton of the kind being given by
the pragmatic Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu Jayalalitha. This
will. enable India 1o rpidly
dchieve her potendal in all
spheres of lite. The fime has
come (o resolve the. Kashmir
crisis. and dialoque with Pukis
tzsi for rehnguishing to India
patts of Jammu and Kasamir
which it has occupied illegally
since 1947 must be pursted. As
the border of Jammu and
Kashmir with Pakistan has been
substantially scaled, the state
could now be handed over to the
army~ for  administration
Furthermore, the disturbed parts
of the state should be saturated
with security forces und people
should be resuzined from mow-

_ing in groups having more than

NATIONAL HERALLC 28 April, 1992

tea persons. Such a deployment S
would: &€
definitely be un economic drain, -
but would be compensated at®
least partially by the revenue that
by means of °

of security forces

(ndia may generate
tourism in that swate. Moreover,
as has often been suggested, the
Spw:fial status given to Jammuw
an

who have been uprooted from

Kashmir should be discar’
ded. In addition all the people:

their homes duc 10 terrorism .

should be compensated and ses ~1925:20
tled temporanly in the safe ¢

urbanised . regions:  of  the
Kashmir Valiey, This could then

be followed by elections to bring ]

about further: swbility 'in this.

&
i

i

state. Clearly. Pakistan with a

GNP less than the annual

budget of India is in no positon-

o take on the [ndian colossus |

militarily. Furthermore her past
sponsors, the USA and China
are in. no mood to sponsor her.

Clearly China wants (o improve:

ner relatons with a militarily
superior India. and continues {0
have sericus tensions with' a
powerfui Vietnam particularly-in

the Sprady [slands India must

continue irnprove  her
relatonsiip with Chinu.
however a good relationship can-
aot be achieved unil China
returns 1o India ail the territory it
took from an ilkprepared India

o

in 1962. [n addiwion India as a.

great moral nation must aever
abandon the cause -of
Tibetan people. Furthermore; the
US which is developing an amic-
able relationship with [ndia and
looks upon a poweriul {ndia as
an example ifor developing

the:

i

e —————

qations of the mumph of dsmoe- -

ratic. instrations, is” ualikely 1o

sponsor Pakistan in any conflict .

with [ndia. Moreover Pakistan
with serious troubles of her own,
is quite aware that taking on the
indian giant could result in

further fragmentation of the for
mer and even the virth of a-new |
country Sindhu Desh, as deman-

- ded by many Sindhis. Morcover,

main!y due to the resources of
India.  any buttressing of Pakis-
tan by 2 major power In case ofa
conilict with ndia 1s ualikely,

NEWSPAPERS IN IIDIA.
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Sir, — With the Rio Earth Summit»
behind us it is encouraging 1o note
that both the industrialised and de-
veloping countries are concerned
about the well-being of our planet.
However, the developing countries
must be charv, that the industrialised
nations do not use the environment
as a pretext (o retard their industrial
development, since this could further
result in a form of neo-colonialism.

This phenomenon of global warm-
ing, and the damage to the ozone
layer has to be studied further before
a firm conclusion can be drawn as to
whether these effects are genuinely
due to environmental damage. It is
actually too early to speculate (as

there are many variables) whether or :

riol severe irreversible damage has |
been done to our planet. Glooal |
weather changes have been a consis-
tent cyclic phenomenon, for example,

¥

. PSLV almost ready things look rosy|
| for India in this area. In Asia, Indiaj

the last-ice age ended 11,000 years ¢
ago. Moreover, it is the industrialised =
countries which have polluted the {
environment during their develop- {
ment and hence should be made to ¢
clear up the mess. i

While rapidly industrialising coun- !
tries like India must not ignore the i
environment during their develop- ¥
ment, they must nevertheless push |
for rapid industrialisation. India and !
other developing countries have an |
access to the environmental data of !
the industrialised countries and are
hence less prone to make similar
mistakes during the process of indus-
trialisation. Rather than giving vent
to their ‘emotions based on super-
stitions, the people of India should °
allow Indian experts to decide the |
feasibility of these projects. To fuel
this industrialisation, India needs
energy, hence the building of dams ;
such as the giant Tehri dam should be :
pursued. Since India has an advanced’
nuclear energy programme (thanks
mainly to the late Dr Homi Bhabha) !
the mass production of nuclear power
plants can also be easily undertaken.

Popuiation controi, education and
the utilisation of our natural re- .
sources are important areas which !
have to be tackled rapidly, so as to ;
quickly uplift the living standards of |
the masses of our people. Fortunately
the planners in India have shown
great foresight in developing an ad-
vanced space programme, which is
bound to have a great impact in the
development of these areas. As such
India and Japan are two countries in
Asia which have the technology to
build remote sensing and com-
munications satellites. Both the In-
dian built satellites, the IRS-1A and
IRS-1B, have proven to be a great
success. Even the images of the older
version IRS-1A rivals those of the

US. Landsat and French SPOT.
Other developing countries like Bra-
zil, China and Indonesia plan to
follow the Indian example.
Furthermore, India must push her
satellite launch technology. With the
recent success of the ASLV and the

is bound to face competition in space}

' launches from both Japan and China.|

While Japan is busy testing her new!
state-of-the-art H-11 launcher, China;
already has a primitive but reliabie!
launcher in the Long March-111,
which has the capacity ef putting 650
kilograms into the near-earth orbit.In!
fact, the communications satellite|
Asia Sat-1 (buiit in the U.S.) was|
‘placed by the LongMarch-111 rocket|
into the near-earth orbit, _w_hﬂeg
AsiaSat’s own boosters placed it into
a geostationary orbit.

In the political area, with the global
balance shattered due to the partial |
end of the cold wer, India is emerging
a key player in the global arena. It is
thus inevitable that some sections of
the world media are going to unieash
a vigorous campaign to undermine
her role. Hence it is necessary that the
Indian politicians and media be vigil-
ant and counter this propaganda.

DR UPINDER FOTADAR
Senior Research Scientist
Montefiore Medicai Center

Tweer ofe .
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sissies
® Sir: Flt. Lt. (retd) Tyags letter
(Sept. 26) displays a total lack of
perception and sensitivity. Tyagi
seems to firmly believe that unless
the junior cadets receive their quota
of slaps, kicks and the- dirtiest
abuses from their seniors, They will
remain “sissies”. Does he even
know that the three present chiefs of
defence services are all from the
first- course and did ot lave any
seniors to punish them? Further
how does he claim to assert that
nothing wrong is being perpetrated
within the precincts of the NDA?
His- observation that it is good ridd-
ance for the NDA that the son of
the ex-serviceman is missing is most
amazing. It is precisely against this
kind of mentality that the observa-
tions of the letter writer Jayal were
seemingly directed and not against
the NDA as an institution.

R.N. BAKSHI

Haridwar Road

RISHKESH (UP)

Farooq Abdullah’s claim
B Sir: Like most Indians, I found
.unfortunate the recent statement
made by Dr Farooq Abdullah,
claiming that Kashmir is a disputed
issue. Jammu and Kashmir is an
integral part of India, since the
Maharaja of this state acceded legal-
ly to India by signing the Instrument
of Accession in 1947. It must also be
pointed out that this decision was
reaffirmed by none other than Dr.
Abdullah’s father, the late Sheikh
Abdullah, and the state legslature.
The main problem which still re-

Several papers,

&

LN
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occupy 2 part of this state illegally.
It is hence necessary that the Gov-
ernment of India maintain pressure
on Pakistan to return the. occupied
of the state to India. .

Dr Abdullah has also claimed that -
the Shankaracharya. Temple has
been built on the foundations of the
Takht-e-Sulemian (throne of King
Solomon). This hypothesis has no
rational or historical basis. There is
no mention of Solomon (about 10th
century BC; having travelled to
Kashmir (se= Old Testament. Book
of Kings). There is no evidence of
the name Takht-e-Suleiman or any
other Semmic (am Afro-Asiatic
group of languages and people in-
cluding Jews and Arabs) names
existing in the pre-Islamic period in
Kashmir. The Semitic names Sule-
mian. Musa and Isa appear in Kash-
mir oaly after the advent of Islam in
about the 14th century. These are
the Arabic equi of the Jewish™

names Solomon, Moses and Josinrz -
(in Greek Jesus). This is casy 10 -
since these names are _

also common in Islam. as Prophet -
Mohammad refers to the Jews and
Christian prophets as wue. -

The existence of the Shank-.

aracharya Temple is mentioned
several times in the Rajatarangini,

an excellent and authentic history of -

Kashmir, which P. Kalhana com-
pleted in 1148, Actually, Kalhana
mentions the existence of this tem-
ple as far back as 220 BC during the
period of King Jalauka (Book I).
M~-—over as the Rajatarangini

N

— \ ¥ ]

Statesman 13 Jctober e

RTARD

mains is that Pakistan continues to.- Shankaracharya Temple

‘makes no- mention of - Takhat-e- scmmSives of
Suleiman or any other Semitic name i'q, e
it is clear that this name for the Mot mbwed
and its workd
vicinity appeared only with the ad- T do hope
vent of Islam in Kashmir. - provded,
Clearly only Indo-European e

(Aryan) names such as Aryaraia
(Book 11) appear in this classic. Ia
fact, it might be interesting to add
that from a purely anthropologcal
. point of view the Kashmin Pandits
may actually be the purest repre-

Redundant Act

B Sir: Parliament passed Wild
Life Protection (Amendment)
Act 1991 banning all hunting to
profect “our rare and em-
dangered wilf life,” which was
already protected vide Wild
Life Protection Act 1972
Members who spoke on the
amendment mentioned, among
other things, the following
words: “Ahimsa Parmo Dhar-

Mahavira®, “Teaching of Lord

forests Kamal Nath sad-
protection of wild life and
environment is so well reflected
in our scriptures and mytholo-
gy”. By all these referencesitis
apparent that 2 redundant Act
was enacted to appease Hindu
feelings. Only God will save
pur country if we were to stant
making laws according to our
mythology.

I. S. RAWAL

Sriniwaspuri

NEW DELHI

“Philosophy of I.mdd
Buddha™~ etc. Minister ~of |
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India moying toward economic stability

Sir.—Since: sufficient time has
clapsed after Mr Narasimha Rao

ok over as the Prime Minister-

ol India, it may be passible to
judge him critically,. B s clear
that Indiar is moving in the direc-
ton of cconomice prosperity and
stalabiy wnder the stawirdship
af MeRao Clearly the hest com-
phiment one can pive Mr Rao i
that 1t our Late Teader Mr Rajiv

Gandh, was an observer o the

changes Indig s undergoing he
“ould have been delightal, As
stwhe the Indian demacraes has
Peen successtul i generating
sl of outstanding Jeders
whoalthough forward looking,
never comproniised our culture,
trachiions —and  mdependence.
Untortunately the onls caceplion
was MrV P Singh who proved 1o
be an anetlicacious bader, even
though he is a grear nationaliy.
With the 218t centuny around
the corner. Indu owing 1o the
vision of s feadership, past and
present s well prepared 1o face
the challenges of that century.
Howevar . the eritical question s
how quichls Tadian can CMerge s
“the power”™ There existy a con-
spiracy - by wome countries  to
heep Indi partially destabilised
o present her from emerging as
“the power” These dountries are

Published in several newspapers such as National Herald Hov.
19, 1992, Hindu, Times of India, Pioneer and other newspapers.

well aware that if they push India

too hard India might reacy 100
vigorously and hence rectfy the
stwation  permanenth, ~ The

Indian leadership must formu-
late an efective policy to frus-
trate the designs ol anvone trying
W destabilise Indue Tndin must

impress upon ity small
neighhoun, Pukistan and
Banglidesh,  that  co-operation
will * bring  prosperity 10 the

region. Pakistan must be mude
aware that even  during  the
height of the cold war her spon-
sor, the US, did not intervene in
1971 10 prevent her fragmentir
tion. Hence any reckless adven-
ture by Pakistan against India in
the present global ¢limate could
prose even more disastrous for
Pukistan.  Besides, the US and
India. both democratic gianis
are getting closer and it is highly
unlitcl'\ that the US would
Jeopirdise her mascent relationship
with India to support an unim-
portant country such as Pukis
tin. There is also a lot of scope
for co-operation among the three
preat powers of Asii, namely.
Indiae. Japan and China Jupun
has always been 2 traditional
friend of India and co-operation
in several  relevant  areas  will
benefit both countries  China

{
also seems to sense that co-
opgration with India is a must
fot both countries, if they want to
develop rapidly. Howéver. the
leadership in "China must be
made tn'J:e more accommodative
over the border problem with
Indiic India can alo be of help
o China in sorting owt her dis-
L}ulc with  Vietnam  over  the
Spratly Islinds.  Although  her
Western allies are doing a lot of
subtle lobbying 1o project China
ity @ great power, so as to salvage
the global balance, which has
been shattered by a4 more power-
ful India. it iy IiEcl)' that in case
ol a conflict with Vietnam, China
may end jup again getting a
bloody nose is she did in 1979,

It is unfortunate that in Indi.
religious  emotions  are  being
exploited by some of our petty.
naive  politicians. as vote
catchens. 11 is time that the peo-
ple of India put an end 10 this
and also 1o political hooliganism
which has, become an aceepled
practice in the Indian pohtical
scene. India is also a unique
democrivy in tolerating terrorism
In fud, whenever it is politically
expedicnt people are allowed to
suffer at the hands of the
terrorists us is the case with the
minorities  in Kashmir.  The

Indian  political  system is
obligated 10 protect its citizens
irrespective of their social and
religious  affiliations. However,
recently Mr Rao  and Punjab
Chief  Minister Beant Singh
along with the brilliant police
strategid, Mr KPS, Gil, have
done an excellent job by usher
ing in relative peace in Punjab.

The experience gained in Punjab
could serve us a model for brirg-
ing peave in Kashmir
Upinder Fotadar
(Senior Research Scientist)
Montefiore medical Center

Bronx N.Y.-10467
UsAa

ICCR apathy

Sir, — The Director General
Indian Council for Cultural
Relations Azad Bhavan Indrap-
rustha Estate, New Dell. had
advertised in the Indian
of August 29 calling for
photographs on the theme of
"My Hand, My peopk™ for
organising  a  “photographic
exhibition during the first South
Asian Festival of SAARC coun- §
tries. October 9-24, pa

had sent seven entries ’
had promised that Rs 2.000 will
be paid per selected m,



.

Time to act

Sir, — For any one who observes
and cares for India, India offers a
paradoxical image at present. While
the destruction cof the Babri Masjid, a
symptom of religious polarisation
pains most Indians, we can all be
proud of its scientific, technological
and industrial achievements.

While our founding fathers, Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Nehru laid the
foundations of a modern, democratic
and secuiar india it is unfortunate that
India is seeing a surge in religious fun-
damentalism, mainly due to the polic-
ies of some of our petty politicians.
While the Congress leadership at the
top has been superb, it has however
also been tolerant at the lower cadres

' towards some unscrupulous and ignor-

ant people. thus allowing religion,
caste and regionalism to permeate the
political scene. This has resulted in the
disenchantment of the masses. which
has in turn given a greater leverage to
some of the religious parties enabling
them to get a firmer grip on the Indian
political system Clearly the PM who
is proving to be an admirable leader
should see to it. that tre Congress
party gets nd of all those in its
ranks, who are proving not only to be
a liability to the party but also to the
country.

The Opposition should also play a
constructive role in India. The P

which has emerged powerful and

/

=
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claims to be a national organisaticn,
should lend support to Mr. igao in pre-
venting the religious polarisation of
the country. While most Indians do
not agree with the overall policies of
the BJP however some of the views
But forward by the BJP leader

r. M. M. Jeshi pertaining particularty

to India’'s defence needs and Kashmir
cannot be ignored.

It is rather unfortunate that the
Centre has still not evolved a practical
policy towards Kashmir. It is even
more amazing that a group of anti-in-
dia elements are allowed to functicn
with relative impunity in Kashmir and
even in some cases appeasing them.

One hopes that the Prime Minister
will get rid of the criteria of religion,
caste, regionalism etc., wnich have un-
fortunately started ‘o play a significant
role on the Indian political stage. Let
these critenia remain only as a per-
sonal belief of every individual. (gzly

then will India evolve as an even
greater democracy.

Dr. Upinder Fotadar, New York

Published in several papers in India, such as The Hindu,
21 Jan., 1993, The Pioneer etc.
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BANUA BAHADUK
- Sir, — Jay Mangharam Muk-
hi’s article “Kashmiri Pandits:
Marginalization Began in 1949"
(June 6-7) and Isa Haque's letter
{June 19-20) make an error
regarding the events leading to
the martyrdom of Guru Tegh
Bahadur.

This period of Indian history
is well documented. Pandit Kri-
pa Ram Bharadwaj of Mattan,
Kashmir, and Guru Teg Bahadur
were good friends. Aurangzeb
was under the impression that if
he could convert the elite group
of Brahmins to Islam, it would
be easy for him to convert the
rest. So Pandit Kripa Ram took a
delegation to Guru Tegh Baha-
dur and told him about the
problems of the Kashmiri Pan-
(dits..Guru Tegh Bahadur sup-
ported them .and challenged
Aurangzeb to convert him first.
Guru Tegh Bahadur became a
martyr on November 11, 1675.
Later, Pandit Kripa Ram and
Guru Govind Singh fought
against the tyranny of the Mugh-
al regime. Pandit Kripa Ram was
killed in the battle of Chamakaur
in 1705.

After the assassination of
Guru Govind Singh, it was again
a Brahmin from Kashmir who
set out to avenge injustice. It is
not an exaggeration to say that
rarely in the history of mankind
has anyone been so successful in
fighting oppression as Laksh-
man Dev Bharadwaj (Banda
Bahadur) of Rajouri in Kashmir.
The punishment that Banda
Bahadur inflicted on the re-
‘pressive Mughal regime during
1709-1716 is still remem-
bered. — Yours, etc., UPINDER
FOTADAR.

New York ('ISA), June 28.
\TESMAN (CALCUTTA) JULY 14 1995




1 of Kashmir),
1 na) during 1148-1150 AD., itis unambiguous-

- Kashmir was ruled

¥

The history of Kashmir

Sir, — This 18 with reference to the article,
“Trauma Over Kashmir” (The Hindit, Sept. 1
by Mr. C. V. Go‘pulakrishnan.'Clearly the author
has made grave errors s far as the history of
Kashmir is concerned. First, he mentions that

King Kanishka retrieved Kashmir from the -

Greek emperor Kadphises [ around 70 A.D.Both
from the Greek sources and also from Kalhana's

| Rajataringini (an authentic and credible history

written by Kalyan Pandit (Kalha-

ly clear that the Vale of Kashmir was never
under the rule or control of the Greeks. gacond-

ly, the author says “ After having been ruled by

| a succession of Hindu dynasties till the end of

the 12th century, Kashmir came under the
Muslim rule and was part of the Empire of Ak-
bar." In reality, right up 10 the 14th century
d by Hindu kings and the first
Muslim dynasty slarted only in 1 338 A.D. when
Shamira, a foreigner seized the throne ol Kash-

\ mir by treachery. Thirdly, the author probably

c,onfuse‘s' Harsa of Kashmir (3 king of the local
Lohara dynasty). who ruled {rom 1089 to 1101

‘| AD., with Harshvardhana of Kannauj when he

! mentions Harshvardhana.

| \r‘eig.n (606-647 AD.)ol Harshvardhana of Kan- ¢
1 directed that Karnataka release

nauyj, Kashmir was ruled by a local, powerfu
dynasty. Karkotas (600-855 A.D.) and more-

Acrually during the -

Widy O &y 167

over, there 1§ nO evidence whatsocver to suggest
that Kashmir was part of the empire of Harsh-

»

vardhana of Kannauj:
Finally, by Kashmir is meant {he Vale of Kash-

mir and not the Kingdom of Kaghimir. The king-

&
dom has often included other parts of the Indian
subcontinent, as for example during the reign
(699-736 AD,) of the great Karkota king Lal-
itaditya Muktapida. According to both Arab and
[ndian sources. Muktapida was responsible for
delcating the powerful Arab armies 0 the
Eighth century and thus proteching most of Io-
dia from an Arab conquest. Morecter, all histor-
ical evidence. including pumistnatic, reinforces
the view of Kalhana that the Kingdom of Kash-
mir during his reign 1ot only inzuded most of

northern India but his suzerainty extended over

a considerable portion of the Tndian subconti-
nent and also large parts of Central Asia. This
king is known 0 have perished diring military
expedition in Aryanaka (Easter] b, s

7o Fotadar, Etmhurst, New York

Cauvery dispute -

Qir, — This has reference to the article “Cauv-
ery: Tamil Nadu's case, by Mt S, Madhavan
(The Hindu, Sept. 17). While the interim award
of April 1992 of the Cauvery Waters Tribunal

water to Tamil Nadu annually at Mettur, the

U

{
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Sports In India...
Dear Sir,

For an Indian who has lived in the West for most of his life and who
still keeps in touch with his motherland India the dismal performance of
the Indian team at the Asian Games has come as no surprise. It is,
hence, over due that a sports culture be developed in India and more
resources be put in to sports. Importance should be laid on traditional
Indian sports such as hockey, wrestling etc. In fact even quite recently
India has produced world class wrestlers such as Kartar Singh.
However,

there is no need to imitate some communist countries who for the glory
of the state virtually cheat the children of their childhood.

As is well known that in many of these countries talented children are
separated from their parents at an early age and then these children
spend most of their time training only in their respective sports. In
addition it is

also well established that many of these athletes receive performance
enhancing drugs. Moreover, unfortunately many naive people often
wrongly equate the development and military might (or fighting
abilities) of a country to the performance of that country in sports. This
is indeed not

an objective approach.

For example though China wins quite a few medals even in the Olympic
Games yet no mainland Chinese citizen so far has won a Nobel Prize.
While in comparison India has not only produced the maximum number
of Nobel Prize winners in the developing world but India also now has
the second largest technical manpower in the world after that of the U.S.
Also in the military area Vietnam (which is no sports power) defeated
the U.S. (in 1976) and also the present ally of the U.S., namely China in

Dr. Upinder Fotadart, CA, U.S.A.

12/18/98 12:20 PM
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it's those jokers again!

Dear sir,
The bunch of jokers are at it again. The utter confusio

‘ : n they have created over the
iahara-Cup episode would put anybody to shame. Don't they know the basic rules?
wgtﬂgn\y have we lost the series but also made fools of ourselves before the whole
Yours Sincerely
Shiva Rao
<samba_shiva@hotmail.com>

India must improve ties with the US

Dear Sir,

It is in the news that both the U.S. and Russia aré not willing to

accept India as a nuclear weapons state. While India must try to improve
her relations with the US, nevertheless the Indian colossus

has not necessarily to look to the US for recognition as @ nuclear
weapons state. In fact Prime Minister Vajpayee has already announced
that India is a nuclear weapons state and that is what matters.

Moreover, one might .mention that the U.S. is trying extremely hard to
disrupt the .relatlonship between Russia and India by offering aid to the
former. India in the tradition of her culture has always been loyal to
her.fnen_ds. It is, hence, hoped that Russia will notturn opportunistic

and fall in to the U.S. trap. f unfortunately Russia does get seduced

and blackmailed by the U.S. itis likely that she (Russia) will lose a

good friend in India. if this does occur Russia has more to lose than India
on the long U0
Opinder rotadar
<inderf@hotmail.com>

s eafe with Sangh Parivar

Dear Sir,
Your news item pertaining 10 Justice M C Jain's disappointment with the governments

handling of his report was quite interesting. Another interesting news item Was the
one where you reported the government's admission or an ‘error’ in ‘inadvertantly'
including Karunanidni's name in its Action Taken Report (ATR). As Justice Jain points
out, the BJP governmenfs politicisation of the Jain commission report and the
5S-BJP governments inaction on the Srikrishna commission report clearly
underscore the sangh parivar's scant regard for the judiciary. This should serve as
further proof (if any was needed) for the followers of the saftron brand of politics that
India is not safe in the hands of these double-talking hy pocrites.

Gopal lyer

dgiyer@emirates.net.ae}

What will justify India's retaliation?

(
The American pombing of the Afghan-Pak border proved to the western world that 2
out of 6 camps militant training camps were for Kashmir operations against India.
{ndia has made such allegations for ages now. If the killing of only 10 Americans and
another 190 working for America can justify such retaliation by America, what will
justify the India's retaliation ag ainst Pakistan for its proxy war in Kashmir where the
figure indicates not only many times of this number killed but also the impunity of the
attacks? Even if this action may not be justified, Is there anything any country or the
U.N. can do about it 2 lsn'titis time the BJP took some action, instead of hedging
like the Congress did in the past and mess up things further ?

Harshad Sandesara

09/23/9% 10:46:43
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USA & Indo-Russian ties

IT is in the news that both the USA and Russia are not willing to accept
India as a nuclear weapons state. While India must try to improve its
relations with the USA, it should not look to Washington for recognition as a
nuclear weapons state. In fact, Prime Minister Vajpayee has already
announced that India is a nuclear weapons state, and that is what matters.

Moreover, one may mention here that the USA is trying extremely hard to
disrupt the relationship between Russia and India by offering aid to the
former. India has always been loyal fo its friends. It is, therefore, hoped that
Russia will not turn opportunistic and fall into the US trap. If, unfortunately,
Russia does get seduced and blackmailed by the USA, itis likely that it will
lose a good friend. If this happens, Russia has more to lose than India In

UPINDER FOTADAR
Iselin (NJ, USA)
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€TTERS TO THE

India needn't look to the U.S. for recognition as a nuclear weapons country
Dear Sir,

It is in the news that both the United States and Russia are not willing to accept

India as a nuclear weapons country. While India must try to improve her terms

with the U.S., she doesn't have to look to the U.S. for recognition as a nuclear
weapons country. In fact thePrime Minister Mr. Vajpayee has already

announced that India is a nuclear weapons country and that is what matters.
Moreover, one might mention that the U.S. is trying extremely hard to disrupt

the relationship between Russia and India by offering aid to the former. India in

the tradition of her culture has always been loyal to her friends. It is, hence,

hoped that Russia will not turn opportunistic and fall into the U.S. trap. If

Russia is seduced and blackmailed by the U.S. it is likely that she (Russia) will

- lose a good friend inJndia, I this did occur Russia has more to lose than India

Dr. Upinder Fotadar
Iselin, U.S.A.

09/11/98 12:59:12
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Send in your letters and comments now

It's those jokers again!

Dear sir,

The bunch of jokers are at it again. The utter confusion they have created over the
Sahara-Cup episode would put anybody to shame. Don't they know the basic rules?
Notﬁn‘.y have we lost the series but also made fools of ourselves before the whole
world.

Yours Sincerely

Shiva Rao

<samba_shiva@hotmail.com>

India must improve ties with the us

Dear Sir,

It is in the news that both the U.S. and Russia are not willing o

accept India as a nuclear weapons state. While India must try to improve
her relations with the US, nevertheless the Indian colossus

has not necessarily to look to the US for recognition as a nuclear
weapons state. In fact Prime Minister Vajpayee has already announced
that India is a nuclear weapons state and that is what matters.

Moreover, one might mention that the U.S. is trying extremely hard to
disrupt the relationship between Russia and India by offering aid to the
former. India in the tradition of her culture has always been loyal to

her friends. It is, hence, hoped that Russia will not turn opportunistic

and fall in to the U.S. trap. If urfortunaiely Russia does get seduced

and blackmailed by the U.S. itis likely that she (Russia) will lose a

good friend in India. If this does occur Russia has more to lose than India

e -
Upinder Fotadar
<inderf@hotmail.com=

Sangh Parivar

Dear Sir,

Your news item pertaining to Justice M C Jain's disappointment with the governments
handling of his report was quite interesting. Another interesting news item was the
one where you reported the government's admission or an 'error’ in 'inadvertantly’
including Karunanidhi's name in its Action Taken Report (ATR). As Justice Jain points
out, the BJP government's politicisation of the Jain commission report and the
SS-BJP government's inaction on the Srikrishna commission report clearly
underscore the sangh parivars scant regard for the judiciary. This should serve as
further proof (if any was needed) for the followers of the saffron brand of politics that
India is not safe in the hands of these double-talking hypocrites.

Gopal lyer

<g iyer@emirates.net.ae>

What will justify India's retaliation?

Dear Sir,

The American bombing of the Afghan-Pak border proved fo the western world that 2
out of 6 camps militant training camps were for Kashmir operations 2gainst india.
India has made such allegations for ages now. If the killing of only 10 Americans and
another 190 working for America can justify such retaliation by America, what will
justify the India's retaliation against Pakistan for its proxy war in Kashmir where the
figure indicates not only many times of this number killed but aiso the impunity of the
attacks? Even if this action may not be justified, Is there anything any country or the
U.N. can do about it ? lsn't it is time the BJP took some action, instead of hedging
like the Congress did in the past and mess up things further ?

Harshad Sandesara

09/28/98 11:02:11
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presenting a Prime Ministerial
candidate who cannot face the
reporters in any Indian language, nor
give a speech written by herself.
There is hardly a chance that the
Congress (I), with only 140 seats in
the Lok Sabha, will be able to form a
stable Government. Mr. Vajpayee
remains head and shoulders above
the crowd as the best man to lead
the country. It is time we changed
the electoral system to keep
unhealthy elements out of the sphere
of national influence. Democracy
does not give any rights to people
who equate national interest with
self-interest.

Subhash Bhagwat,
Illinois (U.S.)

Sir, — For someone who is following

the Indian political developments
closely, the resignation of the BJP-led
Government is a rather sad event.
Although I personally have no
political affiliations, I feel that what
this Government achieved in barely
13 months, many other
administrations would probably not
have delivered to the nation in a
decade. Mr. George Fernandes made
the so-called West-sponsored “China
card” irrelevant as far as glojpal

«l

politics is concerned. The
international status of India has been
significantly enhanced. Henge, my
hope is that the people of India will
unite (at this crucial period in our °
history) and frustrate the designs of
some forces whos '
destablise India.
Upinder Fotedar,
Florida (U.S.)

Financial e

Sir, — R. K. Shanmugam Chetty,
the first Finance Minister of free
India and deemed the world's second

- best economist during the Forties

and early Fifties, possessed
astounding financial acumen. He had
some prophetic words to say about
the current scenario in the Indian
industry. In the past, industrialists
and businessmen were very ethical
and sensitive, and cleared their
borrowings much within the
stipulated time. But, the industrialists
and businessmen of the present
generation seem to beAeast conscious
of their company's outstandings. For,
they consider thriving on others’
funds a managerial skill, not an
unethical act. The main reason for
the sickness in the industrial houses
today is heavy borrowings followed
by the unmanoeuvrable constraint of
debt financing.

This goes to show t{,i';at financial

planning in the absence of a
conservative approach will not
succeed in the long run. For, booms
and recessions are part of the '
economic cycle which cannot be
avoided.

The generation to which
Shanmugam Chetty belonged, and
e subsequent generation as well,
ossessed profound financial skill,
vigilance and, above all, financial
ethics. These are some of the salient
aspects which business management
schools and colleges should impart, if
management courses are to really
serve the purpose for which they are

meant.
D. Varadarajan,

' ! Coimbatore
Gratuity payment

Sir, — Under the social security
laws, the Government has enhanced
the limit of gratuity from Rs. 1 lakh
to Rs. 2.5 lakhs and then to Rs. 3.5
lakhs with effect from Sept. 24, 1997.
But it has deprived a sizable section
of the PSU employees, who retired

- between April 1, 1995 and Sept. 23,

1997 of the enhanced benefit.

Are these old, helpless and
unorganised people not citizens of
the country to deserve the same
social securities, as made available to
others? .
M. K. Sen,

Ranchi'




Original thinkers

ately it is often mentioned in the Western media that the Hindus
Lin the existence of multiple gods. Whether these views are being
deliberately or are due o nescience are not worth probing into.
=r what is certain is that many ignorant people in the Westemn

=s are being seduced by these views. Moreover, since there is no

= and proven scientific evidence for the existence of god (or
stence) one might even look into the idea that there may actually be

nittee of gods!

y it is well know that the Hindus (like most major religions) believe
ane god who has three main manifestations namely as Shiva (the
er), Vishnu (the preserver) and Brahma (the creator). In addition to
in Hinduism has numerous minor manifestations. It may also be
g to mention that Hinduism and Buddhism happen to be the only
2t Aryan religions (if they are referred to as religions and not as
The other great Aryan religion the

ies) left with large followers.
s sage Zaroaster is left only with miniscule followers. Also the

hip (which for sure had its origins in India) which was common in
Rome has become extinct in Europe. In fact right up to the period
sman Emperor Constantine 1 (C.280-337 AD.) the Romans like

s cremated their dead. Interestingly quite in contrast to Hinduism
‘major religions in the world namely Judaism, Christianity and

e Semitic roots.

hile we Hindus respect all faiths, however, we tend to be no

5. Indians have been and will continue to be original thinkers,
sess, with a great deal of religious and cultural tolerance. It is due
5th of our thought that the Tibetans since ancient times have

% India (the Tibetan spiritual home) as Aryatara (the Star of the
fact the Dalai Lama still continues to refer fondly fo India as
As a great power it is my hope that Aryatara (Bharat) will also
%o illuminate the world with her rich culture and spiritual tmough™

"Upinder Fotada

| home | state | national ! busingss | aditorial | advertisement | sports |
| international | weather | mailbadg { sugaestions search |
subscribe | send mail |

Yours etc...
Dr Upinder Fotadar
20-50, Baxter Ave
Eimhurst
NY11373
U.S.A

reyfotadar@hotmail.com>
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Send in your letters and comments now

Appreciation for BJP
For someone who follows the Indian political developments closely, the
resignation of the BJP-led government is a rather sad event. Although |

personally have no political affiliations, nevertheless, | might mention that what
the BJP-led government achieved in barely 13 months, many other
administrations would probably not have delivered to our nation in a decade.
Moreover, the brilliant George Fernandes made the so-called West-sponsored
"China Card" irrelevant as far as global politics was concerned.

It is now my hope that the people of India will unite (at this crucial period in our
histor\{)} and frustrate the designs of some forces whose sole aim is to
destabilise India. Also, as has become clearly evident, many of the opposition
parties in India lack nationalism (quite in contrast to the BJP) and are only a
bunch of opportunists. In fact, some of the leaders of these parties are
virtually tools in the hands of some anti-India elements. Therefore, my hope is
that the people of India will continue to back the BJP. In short, many us of
Indians living abroad appreciate greatly the manner in which the BJP-led

d the affairs of the state.

pinder Fotadar
<inderf@hotmail. com>




Fall of BJP government - |

pm=one who follows the Indian political developments

B e resignation of the BJP led Government is a rather sad
'.Mhnugh | personally have no political affliations,

| ess | might mention that what the BJP led Government
e in barel 13 months many other administrations would
F nat have delivered to our nation in a decade. Moreover,

_ Drllllant George Fernandes made the so called Western
r=d "China Card" irrelevant as far as global politics was
g—=d. In such a manner the international status of India was
zz=ntly enhanced.

hence, my hope that the people of India will unite (at this
= ”'aenod in our history) and frustrate the designs of some
e »hose sole aim at present is to destabilize India. Also as
w=come clearly evident to many of us by now that many of the
EEC 0N parties in India lack nationalism (quite in contrast to the
#nd are only a bunch of opportunists. In fact some of the
== of these parties are virtually tools in the hands of some
22 elements. Therefore my hope is that the people of India
~=nue to back the BJP. In short many us of Indians living
E;Jprec:ate greatly the manner in which the B.J.P. led
#=ment conducted the affairs of the State. '\
Yours etc....

Upinder Fotadar, D.Sc
18436 Meyer Avenue
Florida 33948 USA

-
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New Delhi: 110 048
Saving Jaya

gir—The disclosure by Mr Ram Jethmalani of the gnethlcal handling of the cases
involving Ms J ayalaligua by the outgoing Law Minister, Mr Thambidurai, Ishould open
our eyes to the (mal)functioning of our political system. Is it not very obvious that Mr g
Vajpayee also connived in this cover-up? What will Ms Soma Gandhi do if faced with the
same situation and similar compulsions? Why have we allowed ourselves to be ruled like

this?

R Singh

37, Rajpur Road
Delhi: 110 054
Naturally clownish

Sir—Apropos of the report, “The wound that hurts Indian crit_:ket‘ (APril 3), even as the
other teams were peaking in time for the World Cup, the Indian team S selection was far
from over thanks t0 the people we call “selectors”. The selectors, in turn, have only been
acting in their iraditional clownish way and have carrying out all sorts of ridiculous

- .
experiments which are doing immense harm to many a youngster's confidence.

As captain, Azharuddin also does not have clear ideas nor any say in team selection or
management. Also, he will continue to occupy @ batsman s position in the team not on his
performance but by virtue of being the captain. Going by his recent performances, he
deserves to be retired.

Manish Garg

28-G/C, Sector 17

Noida

T'was good while it lasted

Sir—The resignation of the BJP-led Government is a sad event. What the BJP-led
Government achieved in barely 13 months, many other administrations would probably
not have delivered to our nation in a decade. Mr George Fernandes made the so-called
West-sponsored “China Card” irrelevant as far as global politics was concerned. India’s
international status was significantly enhanced.

It is now my hope that the people of India will unite to frustrate the designs of some
forces whose sole aim is t0 destabilise India. Also, as has become evident to many of us
by now, most of theOpposition parties are a bunch of opportunists. Many Indians living
abroad appreciate the

nner in which the BJP-led Government conducted the affairs of
the state.

pinder Fotadar

18436, Meyer Avenue

Florida 33948, USA (via e-mai

er.comr‘tt:suedil?.hun

04/22/99 09:15:23
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Nice effort

for bringing out the Internet Addition of Daily
d find myself now in touch with

know what is happening in

nighly thankful to you
2sior. | recently came to know about it, an

2ce through your eyes. | can atleast now

site is a nice effort by you all at Excelsior and my sincere thanks to all of

Yours etc...

Deepak Kaul,

o~~~ .. Ahmedabad
deepak_kaul@hotmail.com

®

Rewrite Indian history

long over due that the Government of India get together a panel of
ent historians in order to rewrite the history of India. To this day the
being taught in India is substantially based on the: interpretations of
-1 historians. While undoubtedly the British had some great intellects

= they (the British) were also adventurers, nevertheless, one must

ion the British were only in India to further their own interests like any
- colonial power. Hence, the British did fine tune the Indian history to

or their own political gains.

ough is mentioned about the great
oks in India. As is well known that not
\ was Maharaja Ranjit Singh a formidable rival to the British during the
:eenth century in India but this Maharaja also for sure had the capability
.feat the British. Interestingly apart from having a large kingdom in
> the Maharaja being an aggressive person had his troops occupy
| in 1838. Unfortunately after the demise of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in
3 a rift occurred (due to misunderstandings) between the Jat-Sikhs and
-ra-Rajputs who composed most of the Sikh Kingdom's nobility and
-d forces. The result of this rift (naturally this rift was further exploited
> British) was that the Sikh Kingdom technically disintegrated after the
< lost in battle at Sabhraon to the British on February 10, 1846. Most
ary experts accept that even under these circumstances the British

-ly managed to emerge victorious .

- to this day for example not en
waraja Ranjit Singh in the text bo

srtunately also a substantial part of the history of our own Jammu and

smir State has been misinterpreted. There is & school of historians who
- that Kashmir was ruled by the Greeks or Indo-Greek kings. They cite
.ismatic evidence based on some stray coins which have been

arthed on the edges of the Vale of Kashmir, even though these coins

> nothing to do with Kashmir. These coins appeared in Kashmir

wably due to trade. Moreover the Rajataringini, a history of Kashmir
-pleted by the brilliant Kashmiri Pandit historian Kalhana in 1148 AD

as no mention of any persons of Greek origin having ruled Kashmir.

= might mention that time has proven Kalhana to be a credible historian.

122899 6:32 PM




In fact the character of Kalhana is clearly evident by his following quote.
"That noble-minded poet alone merits praise whose word, like the sentence
of a judge is free from love or hate in recording the past”. However,
Kalhana does mention that some Mlecchas were driven out by Jalauka the
son of the great Indian emperor Ashoka. According to Kalhana
(Rajataringini Book 1, 115), "He who was endowed with mighty courage,
expelled the Mlecchas who oppressed the land and conquered in victorious
expeditions the earth up to the encircling oceans”. As Jaluaka inherited a
large empire from his father Ashoka it is not even certain whether these
Mlecchas had actually entered the Vale of Kashmir or some other part of
the kingdom of Jalauka. As to who these Mlecchas were Kalhana makes
no mention.

Also the views of some Western Indologists that the Aryans invaded India
has no bearing now. All evidence points that the Aryans were native to India
and they then emigrated to other parts of the world. Moreover, the oldest
surviving Indo-Aryan language namely Sanskrit is not only native to India
but is also without any ambiguity the mother of all Indo-European
languages. In addition to this genetic studies by modern techrigues has
revealed amazingly that modern day Caucasians are geneticallyli
even some castes of South India.

Yours etc...
Dr Upinder Fotadar
80-50, Baxter Avenue
Elmhurst

NY11373 U.S.A.
ufotadar@hotmail.com.

—
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r the Nazis
2. and Laubichler (17 March 2000) [Full text]

i e Nazis A
st Qtto Heinrich Warburg 4 April 2000

A question to which I have to this day not received a satisfactory answer
pertains to the survival of Otto Heinrich Warburg (1883-1 970) during this
regrettable period in Germany. As is well known, this Nobel Prize winning
wsmonse  D10Chemist was Jewish. It must be remembered that even such eminent
people like Fritz Haber and Albert Einstein did not consider it to be safe to

wt Ouo live in Germany during the Nazi regime. Does anyone have an answer to my
—===rz  question? If so I would be delighted.

il com

IWI_I
FEEDBACK | [ OROER an article lm

__ 2900 by the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

4/7/00 6:51 PM
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Send in your letters and comments now

Kashmiri Pandits _

Most of us Indians who hail from Kashmir are indeed appreciative of the
manner in which the BJP-led government in India is tackling terrorism in
Kashmir. Moreover, the recent remarks made by the Indian Army Chief
General Malik pertaining to the improvement of the situation in Kashmir are
also rather encouraging. Nevertheless, it is now over due that some
immediate and concrete steps be taken by the leadership in India so as to
enable the people (mainly Kashmiri Pandits) who have been uprooted due to
terrorism from the Vale of Kashmir to return home. However, if for some
reasons the Centre in India is worried that the low intensity conflict in Kashmir
could continue for some time more it might be worthwhile (as has often been
suggested) that these uprooted people be settled in an exclusive part of the
Valley. Not only is this a practical solution to the problem but also the Islamic
fundamentalists who have been trying hard to make Kashmir in to a bastion of
Islam would only be further frustrated. Also in my opinion most of the Kashmiri
Pandits would certainly be satisfied by such a move by the Government of

India. It might also be worth mentioning that the contribution of this minuscule
community of Brahmins of Kashmir towards the Indian nation since ancient
times has been signi t particularly in many areas of learning and this is
well documented. :

Upinder Fotadar

<inderf@hotmail.com>
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: of women employees.

Sharma (kalyam@del3.vsnl.net.in)

administrative activities

v a pathetic situation to see that the High Court is literally forced to do administrative activities in the -
would think that the Government is supposed to do this. The High Court is having to remind the

-t 1o do its activities, order the BMP to keep the roads and pavements in condition, and even oversee
~tives are translated into actions!

G Setlur (Keshava.Setlur@meci.com)

m in Kashmir

< Indians who hail from Kashmir are indeed appreciative of the manner in which the BJP-led
ot in India is tackling terrorism in Kashmir. Moreover, the recent remarks made by the Indian Army
: Malik, pertaining to the improvement of the situation in Kashmir, are also encouraging.

ss. it is now overdue for some immediate and concrete steps to be taken by the leadership in India so as
the people (mainly Kashmiri Pandits) uprooted from Kashmir to return home. However, if for some

#e Centre is worried that the low intensity conflict in Kashmir could continue for some more time. 1t
worthwhile (as has often been suggested) for these uprooted people to be settled in an exclusive part of
v Not only 1s this a practical solution to the problem, but also the Islamic fundamentalists who have

wng hard to make Kashmir into their bastion would only be further frustrated. Also, in my opinion, most

- Bandits would certainly be satisfied with such a move by the Government of India.

4150 be worth mentioning that the contribution of this miniscule community towards the nation since
~mes has been significant. particularly in areas of learning and this 1s well documented.

<o mention that it surprises many of us Indians when Dr Farooq Abdullah quite often suggests that the
- Jammu and Kashmir which Pakistan holds illegally be accepted as Pakistani territory. For many of us
every inch of the Indian soil is sacred, therefore the leadership of India must never encourage such

of appeasement.

er Fotadar (inderf@hotmail.com)

to Anant Nag's co

from the report in Deccan Herald on Anant Nag's comment: A jubilant Nag told reporters here today that
< forward to playing the lead role as hero in three films which are going to be released this year. '[ can
“ce the assembly elections because three or four films of mine would be released before that,”" he said

Ily horrified by Anant Nag's perception towards people. It is ridiculous for any politician to make a such
- comment. His comment mirrors his unhealthy strategy in gaining people's vote. This is why people give
~oliticians. Instead of wasting time doing some movies. why can't he spend time working for the people
cted him? Why can't he keep up the promises that he made before the last elections? How does he get

4o movies when he is working as a politician?

voted for Mr Nag, in the hope that he would do some good to people. If he begins to think that people
“r him because he acted in some movies, he is mistaken. He had better change his strategy.

warappa V (Vasantha Kumar Nelahonne) (vasantha@lucent.com)

impeachment of Clinton

02/19/99 10:49:10
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Pearl Harbour again B
Hav

: @ Feel s

The dastardly terrorist attacks on the Un ited States need to be condemned by all. It @

was Pearl Harbour with a difference. S

It was a declaration of war, not by a sovereign State against another, but by terrorists

against a sovereign country which symbolises freedom — of thought, word and deed. et

Our hearts go out to the near and dear ones of the thousands of people who were killed SEND

in the attacks. ]

Pearl Harbour paved the way for active US involvement in World War I1. May be, the
terrorist attacks in New York, Washington and elsewhere in the US would signal the
beginning of the end of terrorism in the world. It is necessary to take tough action
against countries which sponsor terrorism and harbour terrorists.-A, Sridharan,
Coimbatore

Il

have been hurt. It was Pearl Harbour then; it is their own home now. At this hour of -
great tragedy and national crisis, our sympathies are with the American people. I hope BN
the people who perpetrated this hei nous crime do not go unpunished.-R.P. Jaiswal, via =

e-mail

This is perhaps the second time in this century that American national pride and psyche | < > /

111

Those behind Tuesday'’s terrorist acts have not succeeded in bringing the US to its BharatMatr
knees nor won the sympathy of the people of the world. While we rush to condemn
terrorism, we should also understand and attempt to eliminate the factors that force
some people to make terrorism a weapon of choice.-Pritam Rohila, via e-mail

v E

We condemn the barbaric and cowardly terrorist assaults on the US on Tuesday. We _etc...
pledge our support to all those countries and establishments all over the world which
are determined to fight terrorism.-Ini Ory Sudhanthiram, Movement of India, via e-mail

v

India should stop appeasing those nations which support terrorism. The terrible
incidents in the US provide us an opportunity to engage in a meaningfq! dialogue with

S

The attacks on the US prove that no nation is immune from the scourge of terrorism. It
is time all countries unite to get rid of this disease from our planet.-Upinder Fotedar,
New York

“\ J——

All nations should agree to combat terrorism jointly and set up an international body for
the purpose. Or we will continue our march towards a less civilised and more viglent
world. -Shailesh Gandhi. Mumbai

9/12/01 4:38 PM
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Scientist ignored

When Prof G.N. Ramachandran did not receive the

Prize, I was not too pained. I said to myself that this
another Western prize, hence this was anticipated to
degree. However; astonishingly while many a medio«
person has been honoured with the Bharat Ratna, th
Bharati and Dr Homi Bhabha have been ignored so fi
Clearly it is not an exaggeration to mention that the
contribution towards science of this great scientist is

than t i
Dr UPINDER FOTADAR, New York
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sImAL
=NAL BRIEFS Courts shouldn’t give benefit of doubt to rapists ‘,

Dhananjay has been hung. However, it is regrettable that

in India, some people, for the same crime, are given the

benefit of doubt by the courts and acquitted of the

charge. For instance, Santosh Kumar Singh, son of J.P.

Singh, an IPS officer, was acquitted of the rape and

murder of Priyadarshini Mattoo, though there was L
sufficient evidence to convict him. Singh had been

_, stalking her for quite some time. Priyadarshini, a law

SFECIAL COVERAGE student, was raped and strangled with a cord on January

SNDIGARH 23, 1996 at her Vasant Kunj residence in New Delhi. *

While the CBI's role in handling her case is not above

suspicion, it maintained in its review petition that the

lower court's judgement on Santosh's acquittal was
=z TRIBUNE SPECIALS flawed as the CBI had proved that Santosh had

30 YEARS OF committed the murder. Moreover, Mr. G.P. Thareja,
INDEPENDENCE Additional Sessions Judge handling this case, ruled thus:
TERCENTENARY "Though I knew he (Santosh Kumar Singh) is the man
CELEBRATIONS who committed the crime, I acquit him, giving him the

benefit of the doubt".

Taking all these facts into consideration, the President
and the Prime Minister, both of whom are persons of
eminence and reputation, should ensure that justice is

Dr UPINDER FOTADAR, Research Scientist, New York
University, New York

Socialism enshrined in our Constitution ensures security from cradle to gr

Providing security to the dependent family members of Dhananjay Chatte {
co-related constitutional requirement. For the unintended penalty of 14 ye |
imprisonment (equivalent to life term), Dhananjay's family needs to be ’
compensated by the government both in terms of life pension to his widoy

date of imprisonment (March 5, 1990) and compassionate appointment tc

the members of his family. :

- www.mBunermaia.comy 2R 200458 2Simai Bag. fitm 87417508 d
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The master of political manoeuvres, Mr Rao,
drops Arjun Singh men in the Cabinet reshuf-
fle, but those who have been found guilty of
involvement in the bank scam — Mr Ramesh-
war Thakur and Mr B. Shankaranand — stay .
put: He inducts a non-MP, Mr Dinesh Singh,
to bring down Mr Arjun Singh from slot two
in the Cabinet. But for how long will this
self-survival game last? Is Mr Rao presiding
over the liquidation of the Congress? )

‘ : S5.8. JAIN
Chandigarh ¢

Facts about Rock Garden

I want to share with the people of Chandi- /lmntsa.r fe e
Ui

garh the facts I have gathered on the expendi-

banal

,journals purveying crime and sex stories often

have more readership than that of standar
magazines. i :

Anyway, Asiaweek’s so-called editorial re-

minds one of a short story, “Swadeshi Rail”, "

penned by well-known @Urdu humorist

which a very lurid picture of the country’s
administration in Indian hands was visualised

and thus the freedom movement was made fun

| Editor’s mail

. Rao in preventing religious 'polaﬁsaﬁ&ha‘

of. It has, however, been proved that the short. -

story writer was talking poppycock.

i

CHAMAN

ture being incurred on the development and Dlsturblng Scenafio-

maintenance of the parks and other open
spaces in the city by the UT Administration.
There are also . - - figures of the expenditure
incurred on the development and maintenance
of Rock Garden during the past three years. A
comparative study of the figures should help
dispel the myth of Rock Garden eating up a .
major chunk of the annual allocation: : :

Rock Garden - 1989-90 Rs 25.63 lakh

1990-91 Rs 39.57 lakh

. 1991-92 Rs 19.32 lakh

Development of 1989-90 Rs 33.80 lakh

parks and other = 1990-91 Rs 39.57 lakh

open spaces 1991-92 Rs 36.25 lakh

‘Maintenance of 1989-90 Rs- 96.24 lakh
parks 1990-91. Rs 107.96 lakh

1991-92 Rs 135.42 lakh

The figures make it clear that the Chandi-
garh Administration is utilising more than 80
per cent of the expenses under the common
head “landscaping” for the development and
maintenance of parks and other open spaces.

Interestingly, in spite of spending such huge
amounts every year on the parks and other .
open spaces, we cannot see any single park
well maintained or worth talking about. In,
comparison, only 20 per cent (roughly) of the
allocation is being spent on the development
and maintenance of Rock Garden, and it is a
permanent feature of the city which will not
require huge funds once its deyelopment work.
is completed. It should be noted that Rock‘
Garden is also generating its own revenue —
between Rs 3 lakh and Rs 4 lakh — by way of
the sale of eritrance tickets. T

NEK CHAND SAINI
Chandigarh’ ;

Print o:der & contents

This refers to “An edit for 1997 — today”
(“From here and there”, January 20). -
Asiaweek’s print order is not an index of the:
quality of its contents, Tabloids and “yellow”

For any Indian who cares for his country, it

» offers a-paradoxical image at present. While

the recent developments, which are symptoms
of religious polarisation, pain- most Indians,
we can all be proud of our scientific, technolo-
gical and industrial achievements. No other
large country, including Japan, can claim to
have developed more rapidly. It must be

LAL KORPAL

4

- put forward by Dr M.M, Joshi
. India’s defence needs and
_ignored: It is rather unfortunate that o
. Centre has still not evolved a practical policy .
Shaukat Thanvi before Independence, in -

While, like most Indians, I do not agree with. .
all the policies of the BJP, some of the views =

pertaini e

towards Kashmir. ‘It is even more amazipg s _
that India, a great power, is allowing a group . =
of anti-India elements to function with rela- ’

 tive immunity in Kashmir. Even in some

the country is appeasing them. -y
It is time the Centre took appropriate mea-

“sures to correct the situation in the valley. It o=

must be remembered that in another great- -

democracy, the USA, when in 1985 somes?
" African-Americans used violence to furthier =
~ their goals, helicopter-dropped-bombs wui‘:‘a'
- utilised by the authorities to quell this up

o I¥ "Ny

 ing in Philadelphia. This resulted in the lossof **

‘pointed out that Japan started its industrial: -

development with the Meiji revolution in

1885, while in India the scientific and indust-

rial infrastructure was created only after A

independence. 2

Some of the sceptics of India’s development ',
. must be informed that the country has the

third largest force of technical manpower in

‘the world and has also emerged as a major

industrial power. While these achievements
make us all proud, it is unfortunate that
secularism in india is being challenged, which

.is contrary to India’s culture and traditions.

While Mahatma Gandhi- and Jawaharlal

Nehru laid the foundations of a modern, -

democratic and secular India, unfortunately
now it is experiencing a surge of religious

- fundamentalism, mainly due to the policies of

some of our politicians. While the Congress

- leadership at the top has been superb and has

given the country a strong leadership, it has,

- however, been tolerant in the case of unscru-

pulous and ignorant people, thus allowing
religion, caste and regionalism to permeate
the Indian political scene. This has resulted in
the disenchantment of the masses with its

policies, which has, in turn, given greater -
leverage to certain religious parties enabling -

them to get a firmer grip on political system.
Clearly, Mr Narasimha Rao should see to it

‘that the Congress gets rid of all those people in

its ranks who are proving to be a liability not

" ‘only to the party but also to the country. .
The opposition should play a constructive

role in India. The BJP, which has emerged as a

powerful party and claims to be a nationalis—-

tic organisation, should lend support to M{:

whole block of the City of Philadel

“hope that Lord Ronaldsay will apply his

several lives and also in the distruction p{_a‘: -
phia. e
UPINDER FOTADAE

T |

New York

o <ot
¥ Lahore, February. 16, 1918 . .
An Excellent, Dictum

In the course of his speech in opening the |
Carmichael College in Rungpore His Ex= 4 o2
cellency Lord Ronaldshay said: “I verily
believe that every man born into this world |>==
‘has in him some spark of the divine, some | ~
potentiality for good, the seeds, so B

- speak, which if properly tended, will blos—| -
som into service in the cause of the general -
advancement of humanity.” Very true, but
His Excellency will doubtless permit us to .
add a little rider of our own to thig.}
excellent dictum. If it be true that every |_
man has some spark of the divine in him; >
some potentiality for good which only [*<<
waits to be developed, should it not be the
supreme business of the State as well as of
society, in their dealing with the indi-
vidual, to see that this seed is properly
developed? Should this not be among .the _
principal objects not only of the edugation-
al system, but of all social and political -
institutions and all laws? Is it too much to

gt
»

TR

dictum to the maiters that come up before - |47 .4
him as head of Government? If he does, he
will find that there is no room, whether in - |2
this country or any other, for purely penal
laws, laws which only punish and do not
provide remedial measures, ©= - ;




SIR, — China will sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty. It is well-known that
China is allied to the USA. It is
surprisin,
could fail to realize that two

countries are working as a team -

to further their interests.
The renewal of the most favo-
- ured nation in trade status for

China and the possibility of it

obtaining a second nuclear-
powered submarine from West-
ern sources indicate the con-
solidation of Sino-American
ties. When India launched Agni
and Prithvi missiles the Uﬁ
was perturbed because its two
friends, China and Pakistan,
were threatened. Israel is also
supplying weapons and ad-
vanced nuclear designs to
China, But Israel does have
direct access to U.S. technolo-
- gies through the ‘bowerful Jew-
ish lobby in that country.
China and Russia have serious
border problems. Rumours are
being spread that they are
friends and the latter is selling
weapons to the former. These
“stories” are circulated to salvage
the image of China. The aim of
these rumours is to make China
the leader of the developing
world, while in reality China can

continue to work for Jewish.

interests.

Five nuclear powers want to
retain their nuclear weapons
monopoly. China is acting as a
. surrogate for the West. The five
countries hope that. they will
have unlimited access to the
resources of the developing
world _through inconspicuous
blackmail.

India, as the leader of the
developing world, must not sit
idle. It should resume its nuclear
tests. — Yours, etc., UPINDER
FOTADAR.

Texas (USA), June 28.

BHAGAT SINGH

Sir, — C. R. Irani’s review of
A. G. Noorani's book; “The trial
of Bhagat Singh” (Literary, July
.12-13), reveals a rather
known chapter of hist
| Jinnah played a glorious role-
the Central Legidlative. Assemb-
ly in advocating Bhagat Singh'’s
case for a fair trial. He under-
Annd tha snirit af Bhaaat Qinah

e LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ¢
CHINA'’S ALLIAN‘
WITH USA 3
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1R, — Quite recenily, [ under-
took an extensive tour of bath

| the USA and China. [ was not in

the Jeast surprised to observe that
the special relationship between
the USA and China is more sohd
than ever. In fact, the renewal of the
most-favourad-nation trade status
by the USA for China was antici-
pated.

It is, hence, overdue that Indian
political experts realise that there
exiats a strong alliance between the
USA, China and Israel. This
alliance was initiated by none other
than Dr Kissinger in 1973, Israel
continues to acl as a conduit for
U S technology (particularly mili-
tary) to China. In fact, all the so
cailed confrontations between the
USA and China are carefully
designed so as to dupe the develop-
ing countries in to believing that
China and the USA are at logger-
heads, the main aim being to make
China the US-sponsorelggleader of
the developing world, while in real-
ity China and the USA are busy fur-
thering their own interests.

Moreover, also the powerful
U S Jewish lobby is subtly pushing
Pakistan against India so as to
direct the venam of Islamic funda-
mentalism on to India rather than
on Israel. Also the stories of
weapons sales by Russia to China
have been carefully planted in the
world media so as to cover up the
strong relationship between Israel
and China, the sole aim being to
salvage the respect of China in the

. developing countries by creating a

confusion.
It must also be mentioned (a

| view that is entertained by most

objective military experts) that
India at present has a military edge
over China, For instance, the back-
bone of the Chinese air force is the
vintage MIG-19, while India has in
its arsenal the lethal MIG-29.
Recently, however, China has
bought the designs of the Lavi
Fighter from Israel and Israeli tech-
nicians are busy helping China pro-
duce this plane. The weakness of
the Chinese military machine
become evident when China was
soundly defeated Dby the
Vietnamese army in 1979. It must
be remembered that the Western
media grossly exaggerates the eco-
nomic and military capabilities of
their friend China.

Finally as has been often pro-

_posed.by the BJP, India must fur-
~thér ‘démonsfrate her nutléar

weapons capability. This will not
only enhance our image interna-
tionally but will also bring immedi-
ale peace on our borders. Moreover,
the reality of the Pakistani nuclear
weapons capability will also
become self-evident. Most nuclear
experts are of the opinion that the
P)a(iistani nuclear weapons capabil-
ity is a hoax and is being used by
some-Western' countries to prevent
India from further demonstrating
‘her nuclear weapons capability.

Tmight also mention that during
the short span of the BJP
Government in India (I was then in
the USA), the Western countries
during this period: were alarmed
and had started taking India seri-
ously. — Yours, etc., UPINDER
FOTADAR (Dr).

New Delhi, 23 May.

~USA & CHI}

AHAVE

PRONG ALLIANCE

industrial vertures, are simply mis-
leading them. — Yours, etc:, R K
CHAWLA.

Arnritsar.

PICIEL-KAFIKHAN

Sir, — Your articles on caricons
and cartoonists {Impressions, 27-28
April) were very entertaining, but it
is a pity that not a single line was
written on Piciel-Kafikhan. Prafulla
Chandra Lahiri, which was the car
toonist’s real name, began his
career as a teacher of histery at a
college in Noakhali. Piciel joined
Armrila Bazar Patrika in 1934, A
year later, he created “Khocro”, the
first strip cartoon in India. It enter
tained readers for 37 y=ars. In 1937
he started drawing cartoons for
Jugantar, the Bengali daily, and
used the pseudonym of Kafikhan,
His “Kafiscope” won praise from
even Walt Disney. — Yours, etc;,
JAYANTA KUMAR SENGUPTA. *

Calcutta, 30 April.

BIASED VIEW

Sir, — Mr Farrukh Nadeem, in
his letter under the heading “Not

new’’ (23 May) has given some -

examples of Muslim sportsmen’s
omission from respective [ndian
teams (cricket and hockey). Of
course, it is sad that Azharuddin
has been axed but perhaps Mr
Farrukh will also agree that
Azharuddin’s performance in
recent past has not at all satisfacto-
1y, perhaps the reason being he is
not as serious as he used to be even
a couple of years ago.

The reasons are best known (o
Azhar only. Our memory is very
short. If I am not wrong,
Azharuddin was awfully out of
form during India’s tour of Pakistan
’89 but the then captain Srikkanth
promised that Azhar will continue
to i)lay and he played and with the
help of some tips from Zaheer
Abbas, an outstanding batsman of
his time, Azharuddin regained his
form and in due course led‘India
with distinction for & long time.

A sportsman is an asset to the
country irrespective of cast and
areed. So far as Kapil Dev’s retire-
ment is concerned it was timely.
Otherwise, that coveted record
would have eluded both Kapil an:
India.

The hockey players’ omission
from Indian team was due {o the
reason that one Bhopal player was

“selected for the 1948 Olympic

team, but he said if at all India
lays Pakistan he would not play.
ter he migrated to that country
and represented Pakistan, — Yours,
etc., SAILEN BASU

New Delhi, 26 May.
JALIL ANDRABI

Sir, — I am wiiting to you'to
express my concern over the recent
Amnesty International report
“Jammu and Kashmir;
Remembering Jalil Andrabi”.

The “Special Investigating
Team" a}:ﬁoimed to look into the
tragic death of Mr Andrabi reported
on 10 April, 1997 that a Major in
the 103rd unit of the Territorial
Army was responsible for the
abduction and killing.

I am extremely worried that
armv officers have denis?
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Minl:st_l:l'.,th&;ﬂcfﬁme_f?ﬁm&v the law of the land during his te-

Sir—Political experts in India must realise that there exists a

strong alliance between the US, China and Isracl. This alliance was

China and the US are at loggerheads, The mam aim being to make
China the US sponsored leader of the developing world, while inreality
China and the US are busy furthering their own interests,

' Moreover, the powerful US Jewish lobby is subtly Pushing Pakistan

to salvage the respect of China in the developing countrics by Creating

confusion,

[t must also be mentioned (a view that is entertained by most objec:
tive military experts) that India at present has a military edge gver
China. Forinstance the backbone of the Chinese air force is the vintage

MiG-19, while India has in its arsenal the lethal MiG-29, Recently, -
however, China has bought the designs of the Lavi Fighter from Israg]
+ and Istaeli technicians are busy helping China produce this plane, The .

weakness of the Chinese military machine becomes evident wher Chj-

- na was defeated by the Vietnamese army in 1979, 1taiust be remem- -

bered that the Western medja grossly exaggeratesthe economic and

- military capabilities of their [riend China,

India must therefore further demonstrate hér nuclear Weapons capg-
bility, This will not only enhance ourjmage internationally but wi] also
bring immediate peace on our bordery, The reality of Pakis(an] nuclear
weapons capability will also become self-evident. Most nuclear ox perts

- are of tha opinion that Pakistan's nuclegr weaponsicapability is 4 hoay
-and is being used by some Western countries to prevent India from

further cemonstrating her nuclear weapgns capablity.—Yours ey,
(DR) UPINDER FOTADAR P b .
«New Delhi. A y
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No one is safe

The acts of terrorism in the USA make it evident that no nation is immune to the scourge of
terrorism. It is, hence, overdue that all nations unite to get rid of this disease from our
beautiful planet.

Dr Upinder Fotadar, New York
Tuesday, September 18, 2001, Chandigarh, | ndia

MAILBAG

Courts shouldn’t give benefit of doubt to rapists (puplicate)
Dhananjay has been hung. However, it is regretiable that in India, some people, for the
same crime, are given the benefit of doubt by the courts and acquitted of the charge. For
instance, Santosh Kumar Singh, son of J.P. Singh, an |PS officer, was acquitted of the rape
and murder of Priyadarshini Mattoo, though there was sufficient evidence to convict him.
Singh had been stalking her for quite some time. Priyadarshini, a law student, was raped
and strangled with a cord on January 23, 1996 at her Vasant Kunj residence in New Delhi.

While the CBl's role in handling her case is not above suspicion, it maintained in its review
petition that the lower court's judgement on Santosh's acquittal was flawed as the CBI had
proved that Santosh had committed the murder. Moreover, Mr. G.P. Thareja, Additional
Sessions Judge handling this case, ruled thus: "Though | knew he (Santosh Kumar Singh) is
the man who committed the crime, | acquit him, giving him the benefit of the doubt".

Taking all these facts into consideration, the President and the Prime Minister, both of whom
are persons of eminence and reputation, should ensure that justice is delivered in this case.

Dr UPINDER FOTADAR, Research Scientist, New York University, New York
Wednesday, August 25, 2004, Chandigarh, India

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Mumbai attacks were barbaric, senseless and defied conventional
wisdom in every sense. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh must take concrete
steps to combat terrorism.

| want to salute our armed forces and commandos for saving numerous
lives. They stood up to their reputation of being a force which is second to
none. Nonetheless, the Indian administration needs to work on further
shortening the response period for similar retaliatory actions against
terrorists.

Dr UPINDER FOTADAR, New York City (USA)

Friday, December 5, 2008, Chandigarh, | ndia



PM in control

It is gratifying that the government led by Dr Manmohan Singh has now achieved firm
control of the administration. Dr Singh is well educated, ethical and has acquired
considerable political experience. In the light of his credentials and accomplishments, there
are grounds for optimism that India will now move ahead rapidly.

It is also hoped that Dr Singh will work towards bringing conclusive peace to the Kashmir
valley. In reality, any government that fails to protect its people has little legitimacy.

DR UPINDER FOTADAR,

New York, USA
Friday, June 5, 2009, Chandigarh, I ndia

BIHARTIMES

Padma awards

(Bihar Times): It is rather lamentable that world class sportsmen such as the freestyle wrestler, Sushil Kumar
and the boxer, Viiender (both of whom won bronze medals at the 2008 Beiiing Olympics) have been
overlooked for the prestigious Padma awards. Thus unfortunately national awards conferred by the
Government of India quite often give the impression of being rather arbitrary.

Moreover, it is not only in sports that such omissions have occurred. For instance, world class scientists such
as Dr. Homi Bhabha and Dr. G.N. Ramachandran (whose contributions in sciences were surely well above
those necessary for a Nobel Prize) were overlooked for the Bharat Ratna titles. In addition, both these
scientists were great Indian nationalists as well. It is also known, without any doubt, that it is mainly due to the
efforts of Dr. Bhabha that India today has an extensive and a cutting-edge nuclear programme.

Hence, in my opinion it is overdue that the Government of India sets up a highly professional and an
enlightened panel which oversees such national awards.

Dr. Upinder Fotadar
New York, U.S.A

The Shillong Times

ESTABLISHED 1945

Election extravaganza

Editor,

Soon the world shall witness one of the most influential events on planet earth, namely the 16th Lok Sabha elections
in India. The people of the world’s largest (approximately 1.3 billion people) and possibly one of the greatest
democracies will exercise their franchise. It is now hoped that the people of India will rise above party, caste,
religious, etc. affiliations and vote only for honest, capable, and nationalistic leaders. Hopefully, the rest should

automatically fall into place.



While India surely has made great progress in many disciplines, nevertheless, the disease of corruption is sapping
the vitality of our nation. Hence, it is overdue the public of India show their maturity in electing the finest of our
people. Moreover, even though corruption is a common phenomenon in most areas in the country, India has often
been quite fortunate to have honest, intelligent and educated leaders to lead her. Hence, we have succeeded in

moving ahead, though sadly we are still in no way close to attaining our full potential.

Yours etc.,

Dr. Upinder Fotadar

New York City
Feb 21,2014

DAILYEXCELSIOR

Sportsman Sushil

Sir,

While fortunately India has quite a few highly educated people and experts in almost every discipline,
nevertheless the franchise sadly in India for some time has often been in the hands of illiterate, corrupt or
criminal politicians. The concrete results of this are clearly evident in the manner the wrestler Sushil
Kumar's case is being handled. However, we in India are still some what fortunate that the Indian
bureaucracy has some bright elements running the show. Hence, the country is still marching ahead,
though evidently no where near her genuine potential.

It must also be noted that Sushil Kumar is not the average Olympic level sportsman but is probably one of
the finest wrestler on this planet. Thus to deny him a fair trial truly demonstrates the highest level of
thoughtlessness! Moreover, whatsoever the results of this trial it should certainly put the Indian public at
ease, since in such a manner only the best shall represent India at Rio.

Yours etc....

Dr. Upinder Fotadar
New York City
U.S.A

21/05/2016

Sir,

It is now common-knowledge that the Western countries, Japan, etc., are swiftly moving towards junking
fossil fuel run vehicles and replacing these with electrically driven ones. Also much of this fossil fuel
based technology is now generously being dumped into India! It is, hence, overdue that India does not
miss the train and also start gradually getting rid of fossil fuel based vehicles.

Additionally, India must also further expand her nuclear and solar power production facilities. Fortunately
for India we have had some exceptional scientists, such as Dr. Homi Jahangir Bhabha who was
responsible for setting-up our world class nuclear program, the benefits of which we are reaping today.
It was also Dr. Bhabha's vision to move towards Fast Breeder Reactors (FBR). Today India is close to
commissioning a 500 MW FBR which has commercial applications. India would be the second country
globally to have a commercial FBR. Russia is the only other country which has a commercial FBR
namely, the Beloyarsk Nuclear Plant. We must now hasten the production of commercial FBRs.

Yours etc....

Dr. Upinder Fotadar,
New York
21/08/2017
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WRITTEN UNDER PSUEDO-NAME,

Lalitaditya Repelled
Arab Onslaught

[ refer to Jamwal's letter (NI-
T, Sept. ) on Bamian. | would like
to give some additional informa-
tion on it which interested read-
ers might find fascinating.

Bot vnly was Afghanislan a
part of Chandragupta Maurya's
empire, but also the whole easi-
e part of [ran. WhileArabs were
able to geta firm foothold first in
Sind and eventually in Afghani-
stan, they were, however, rever
able to penetrate ather parts of

Indiamainly due to efforts of the

great Kashmin King LaBtaditya
Muktapada:

He adminitenad a substantial
part of India in the eighth century
Lalitaditya defeated hands down
the Arab armies and protecied the
Punjab and other parts of India
from Arab orslanght. This great
conqueror died whxie ona msl:tan

L"‘(pﬁdiliﬂﬂ ind

Iran). o

NEWS INDIA TIMES, OCTOBER 13,
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F&iroo ’s Patriotism Doubtful

The recent sthtement by Chief “~ must be pointed cut that Washing-
Minister Farooq*Abdullah that  ton had armed Iglamabad till the
India should accept the factthat ~ Cold War ended#%t is probably in
occupied Kashmir is part of Pa- ~America’s interests if the Kashmir
kistan came as no surprise to - problem is allowed to be perpetu-
many Indians, including ated. The US aim is to keep India
America-based NRIs. Both busy with the Kashmir issue and
Faroog and his father Sheikhave  preventitsrapid economic growth.
had the reputation of adopting The second is to:give the Army
not-so-patriotic attitude toward a free hand in suppressing terror
India. We don’t know the exact unleashed by misguided and Pak-
motive of Farooq in stating that  inspired extremists, 3
the Line of Control should be rec- If the Indian leadership does
ognized as the official Inde-Pak  not have the political willto employ
border. There are three ways to  any of the foregoing methods, it has
solve the Himalayan problem. to accept the status quo. The dis-

The first option forNew Delhi  placed Pandits (members of the
is to demonstrate once again its  predominantly Brahman Hindu
nuclearcapability by explodinga  community) should at least be re-
device and liberate the occupied  settled in an exclusive zone in the
parl of the Himalayan terrilory,  Vale of Kashmir.
which is in illegal possession of 3'[‘hough the low-level Indo-Pak
Islamabad.‘However, there is a  conflict will continue, :he only hope
possibility that the United Stales  is that time will eve
would come to Pakistan’s rescue  the problem.
if India tried to resort to nuclear
weapons. In this connection, it

ly =olve

Ramesh Saraf
Boston

WRITTEN BY ME UNDER A PSEUDO-NAME .

HOWEVER TH erienl
HIS OUN ATHS CHANGED €0 R THE EDITOR TO FURTHER

ME SENTENCES WHICH ARE REFERRED TO BELOW. Ul
1) T wxote £his 44 = Trdviul tash to achieve.,

g;kiézzztioned Ihattzhe U.S. 8T4LL continues to arm her proxy
N a coverl mannexn. This sente ; A
S ke ntence has been xemoved

3) T did not write #h
problems pex
on theisn own

&4 dentence but wrote that the internal
petuated by the terrcrists would probably subside

T 35, 1997



SHED IN THE STATESMAN UNDER PSEUDO-NAME ON 19 Feb., 1997

INDIA AS N-POWER

Sir, — I have lived in the USA
for more than 20 years, but I am
still an Indian citizen and con-
tinue to be loyal to my mother-
land. I recentfy stayec{ in India
for several months and was
overjoyed to note that India‘is a
very advanced country as far as
science and technology are
concerned. However, 1 was dis-
ma&ed at the level of corruption
in the country and was shocked
to note that most people join
politics in India with the sole
aim of making money and not
serving the nation. It is even
more surprising that a country of
cne billion people has to con-
tinually face problems on her
borders and the political leader-
ship in India often does not
show any will to solve the crises,
such as in Kashmir.

It is necessary that India
declare herself a nuclear power
and also conduct a few more
nuclear tests. In this manner she
will be taken seriously and fo:
sure the trouble on our berders
will cease instantly. Also
surprisingly, the Indian Army |
which, is one of the finest in the
world is not allowed to use
fire-power in fighting terrorism.

It is time the leadership in
India ensured that there was no
let-up in its monitoring of the
US-China-Pakistan alliance

 {initiated by Dr Kissinger). This
alliance is now only more dis-
guised than before. 1 hope my
country does not compromise its
interests and does not chicken

Yours, etc., VASUDEV NAIDU.
fowa (USA), February 1.
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| Pakistan, a technologically primitive  country,

A However, it does have access to. ‘missiles main
from its friends — China and the- USA‘* Thus

 Indians. |
Nevertheless, what Surpmes most of us Indians i
| most of us Indians is the coasistent brestsare

HE recent news of Pakistan having tested
the Hatf-3 missile came as po:Surprise o me, o
As an academician (who works at present in
Germany) who is an expert in military technolo-
gy, 1 must point put that such a move by Palnse.m B
*mantmp;uui &

It is long overdue that the ieadﬁ: <hip in Indja bui ]
takes into consideration that at present a srong - “
US- Chma Pakistan axis exlst;and it is targeted

mainly at India. It is '‘common knaw}cdg& that

does not have indigenous missile capabxlm

Pakistan having fired Hatf-3 missiles — whose
origing certamly le in some other wuntay
should come &5 no Surpriss o mnst mftcihgc

i the consistent ostrich- Like response of our lead- |

| ership to such moves by our adversaries, Rather' | 'J
thar, let this game against India continue, the best ;- 4]

way, i my apmma. to correct the situation is for - -
India to resume nuclear device testing, particular-* *
by of a high megatonnage. Moreover,. Indig, =
whose niiclear programume is the second most.
advanced in Asia after that of Japan, should hava '
‘no difficulty in making such amove. *~
Whils economic sanctions from’ the WESL
against India are to be expecied if it makes such

a relaliatory move, no sacrifice is 100 gfﬂat fortha

stability of our nation.
Moreover. | can also vouch that if Indza tals.cs %ﬂ

snch a path, Pakistan and its inconspicuous allies

will have no answer for this move.
‘LEELA SARAJ?'

New Delhi
Quality of popular drugs
The Ahmedabad-based Consumer Education

and Research Society {CERS) found & 50 per
cent failure rate after 18 brands of paracetamol

wers tested for their quality. One national brand, -

| Pacimol, figuies. amo;:gdhe %ﬁad products-and ¥
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- targeted mainly against Indie. Itis  actor in
tan, 4 Itchméogtcaily primitive  the' im-

missile capabilities. Hﬁwe)yar 1
'_does have access to missiles main<
ﬁg‘ﬁ hcr%&ﬁds@gna andthe !
t ence, Pakistan having fired
4 the Hatf-3 missiles whose urgagm is ?HGPRA
certainly from some other, coun-
try, should come as no surorise 10
Indians.. L gt
.+ Nevertheless, ' what * surprises

cj -

samms

ostrich like nse of our cad- h.
ership o ﬂo moves : by s}?ﬁdmﬁ
adversaries.. Rather than cttmg
this game against India to con-
tinue. India must resmae nuclear o
device testing particulariy of hig]
| megatonnage, Moreover, Indi
whose nuclear programme is the
second most advanced in Asia af-
ter that of Japan should have no
difficulty in making such a move.
- While economic sanctions of the
West ageinst India are 10 be ex-
pected if India makes such 2 re- ftng up of
Tahafﬂr}' move, nevertheless, no €4° BY £XC-
sacrifice is too great for the stabil- MEVLS wha
ity of our nation. Moreuver, ever fure. = o
if Indla ks such a path Paksstan
S ICIRD!JE HHICS Fwﬁs Ol‘igl-

d adeqﬁatc

{0 imEA saw‘ﬁ |
R \‘\tﬁw Délhi

-h'.'}.!

common knowledge that Pakis- [ )
qaunhydoes not have mchgenous gag.;]}mg-

Emhdraws

sich are still |

“rocin, 1
PR R botiom
Target ma Rt
| Sir,—The leadership in India ' 0
must take into account the fact - ‘brands
that a sirong US-China-Pakistan qﬁa}il}?.= i
axis exists and that this axis 15 iic and

Himachal
s Tribune,
and fourth_-f.-; i
where the .o
necessary

w outlogk

jake rf this'

The Tribune and Hindustan

Tlmes 9 July 1997



wies and are Hinanced by S
Arabia, Iran and Libva. Today

Thea recent Tetter by N. Kataria
titted "Will History Repeal” was
ratherinteresting, but incomplete.
Actually, after the martyrdom of
Gurn Tegh Babwdur November
1, 16%5, Pandit Kirpa Ram
Bharadwaj of Mattan, Kashmir

Kashmiri Brahman delegation to
Guru Tegh Bahadur May 75, 1675)
jeined with Gurn Gobind Singh
(who was his pugil) ko fight the
tvranny of Mughals.

mately killed in the battle of
Chamakaur in 1705,

Moreovir, the story did not

end there. A fter the cold-blooded

{who had previously led a

Pandit Kirpa Ram was ult-

.P“dniﬁ; L'r'h'#...l J—!‘J ‘..-'-.I.lll:; R Ll b_f'_rj. L L ae—
were assassinated in Bombay: The

Mughals Taught A
Lesson By Bahadur

assassination of Gurny Cobind
Singh, it was againa Brahman from
Kashmir (a follower of this puma),
who seb ouk to avenge the injustice
done to this great man, '
 Itisnotan exagreration to say
that rarely in the recorded history
of humanity has anyone heen sn
surcoeasfulin ﬁghhngupp-mﬁmnas
was Lakehman Dev Bharadwaj
{Banda Bahadur) of Rajouri in
Kashmir. The punishment that
Banda Bahadur inflicted on the re.
pressive Mughal regime during

Ramesh (Kaka) Khardoori
Elmhurst, New York City

.
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We Should Go Nuclear Again

Several nations led by the
United States will continue to pres-
sure India to sign the global Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty and
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. It
is long over due that rather than
taking a passive stand, India should
resume nuclear explosion testing as

" has' been suggested by the

Bharatiya Janata Party.

Itisawell kzwwnfactﬂlatboth
India and Israel had the capability
to explede nuclear dev:ces as far
back as the early 1960s. Dr. Homi

'Bhabha (then head of the Indian
nuclear program) wanted to con-

duct a weapons test in 1960

INDIA-TIMES UNDER A

However, Jawaharlal Nehru
being an idealist and a pacifist re-
fused permission to Dr. Bhabha to
pursue such a venture. As we all
know;, it was ultimately under the
leadership of Indira Gandhi that
India went ahead and tesied a
nuclear devicein 1974 Any further -
demonstration of India's nuclear

wmpmscapablﬁtymsm‘etnhen-
eﬁt the nation —- poj ]

- et
i?us ’F!,__f'f_—. Tl B
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Preservé The Buddhist Site Of Bamian

As many of us are aware,
Hindu-Buddhist and Jewish civi-
lizations are two of the most an-
cient-which have survived the
stringent test of fime_ Both citili-

Ages in Buddhistartand are specu-
lated o date from Third Century
ADtoFifih Century AD. The taller
of the'twn is 58 meters, while the
other is 40 meters.

zalions have 1 loak more kSealy o/ - - Chinese traveler Huan-tsang in

infb their past mainly| Ehm'i.i_g!'t liss-

©f¥ and archeclogy, 5_3_' a‘gold:

6F0AD saw the twoand says in his
writings they were decorated with

miine of data awaits them. Forin- ~a20ld and jewels. Tt is quite casy for

stance, d.ming my 197k visit to
Bamian in Afghanisten, | w
dumbfounded toobserve theipis -
pact Indian civilization had gn
thatregion. [ was however pained
to note that no serious effort had
been undertaken by India to
study and help preserve this area,

The history of Afghanistan
became firmly intertwined with
that of India in 303 BC when the
furmer became a part of the
Maurya empire. While a lot of
rumismatic and archeclogical
data have been unearthed prov-
ing the ancient link between the
two, the Buddhist site of Bamian
surpasses other Hindu-Buddhist
archeological wonders that exist
in the world.

Although the Bamian area is
dotted with several Buddhist
sites, bwo giantstatues of the Bud-
dhaare the main attraction to any
visitor. The statues are majestic
and were carved out of living
rock. They are alsothe first known
examples of the colossal cult iin-

- -1_1 -*-_—-_h e — T e see—

« anyone (who has visited Barniar)

to visualize how wonderful the

‘sight must have been when Huan-

tsang visiled the area.

I_Infoerrate!_\,r, Bamiansuffered
its share of plunder and much dam-
age was done to the area, though
there is still some past splendor in
it In the first big Arab raid into
Afghanistan in 699-700 AD,
Bamian suffered no damage and
there was no impact of Islam as the
country continued to be rulec by
Buddhist-l lindu kings

However, the first serious dam-
age to this area was done by
Saffarid ruler Yaqub cbn Leys in871
ADwhen he ravaged Bamian and
carried a lot uf booty, mainly gold,
tn Baghdad. “ortunately; since the
Brahman Hindu Shahi kings con-
tinued 1o rule most of Afghanistan,
the area ot Bamian suffered no fur-
ther damage Gl 1013 AD.
Trilachanapala, the last of the Brcaj
Shahi king, was defeated in 10
by Mahmud of Ghazni mainly ¢
to a tragic mistake made by

written by me under a psuedo-name in News India-Ti
8, 1995

Kashmiri general Tunga, who had
come to the aid of Trilochanapala.
Blinded by his desirc for batile,
Tunga against the advice of
Trilochanpala gaveanopen fight to
Mahmud of Ghazni.

The strategic error resulted not
only in furtaer damage to Bamian
but the loss of whole of Afghani-
stan, eventually to [slam, The prub-
lems of Barnian and its inhabitants
did not cease there. In 1221 AD,
Genghis Khan attacked Bamianin
{ull furyas his grandson Mutugen
was killed during the carlier sivge,

Though Genghis Khan killed
most people in Bamian and other
arcas of Afghanistan, there is no
evidence that he damaged any

Buddhistsite. This came as no sur-

prise as he was known to have ra-
vered the Buddha. Interestingly, it
was during that period the chiefs
of Afghanistan who survived that
massacre took the title of Khan
fram Genghis Khan.

Itis my hope that with the fur-
ther improvement of political situ-
ation, the governments of India and
Afghanistan (which have a warm
relationship) will work together to

> . ther study this ex-

kur Niranjan Singh _Iamwal_
Hoboken, New Jersey

mes September
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Sir, — Right since Independence, the Indian
larefgn policy has never had any inttative, Aot
of adr internal problems such as those In Kash
mir and Punjab are substantially foreign in ori-
gin, Indla must find (he means of putting a
permanent end to these problens.

lonoring the forelgn aid considerations India
mugt resume nuclear testing, The psychological
benefits of this may be thal we will have instant
peace on our borders. India. thanks maiuly fo
(he sclentific community led by Dr. Bhabha.
could have detonated o nuclear device as ealy
18 1960, Due (o the delay bn demonstrating oor
capabllity, we had fo fight several major wars.

Indiin polltical experty arefor sure aware that
(he so-called nuelear and missile capability of
Puklstan ts actually an appendage of the nuclear
and iissiles programmes of the (1.8, and China.
£ main purpose is to lure Indla to sign the NPT
and make it An impotent power. No loosening of
the sublle allimee between U.S.~China-srael
and Pukistan ¢ to he anticipated in the near
lutuee, All these false confrontations between
the US. and China are designed Lo deceive the
developing warld (o believe that China is their
riend, As long as China continues to get the
most favaured nation status from the US.. it will
conlinue to a0 a tool in the hands of the Amer-
icun Jewish lobby. n fact, under pressure frem

-

Israel and the powerful Jewish politicians, China
vetoed (he secont term romination of Dr. Kurt
Waldhetm for the Seeretary-General of the Unit-
od Nettions. As sueh (he Chinese weapons firnn of
Norineo is jointly owned by sracl and China, It
My SUrprise some nnive people t know that
(his very firmn i supplying weaponsfo the Islam-
i world, particalindy Pakistan, wnder the e
in-Chinen label. China is still getling rockel en-
gines i also small communicaling salelfites
atich as Asiasat series (ahout 650 kg in welght
with in-huill besters) from the LS. with the
help o the American Jewich lofby. This Is being,
dene more for propaganda parpeses Chan for
ecomami. considerations

Indiz must strtve to fuether improve s rela-
tonship with China, but at the same Gime stay
vigilant. 1 China decides fo got friendly with
Iilian, it 1 but natural that it(China) will beneft
trermendously. Mereover, oflen Indizn [euders
comiplatn. that China s sclling arms o our
nelghbour Pakistan. Rather than complain,
why not sell arms to Vieman ind North hored
since both are good friends of ludia and are
adversarios of China, In [iet, a serious conflit is
growing between China and Vietnam in the
Spratly Iskands and also helween North Korea
and Chinayin the Chonji ares. Chitia seems Lo be
pushing North hotea on behall of the 115,

It s long overdue fhar the Indian leadership
showed some initiative and ceclired the country

a nuelear power. The possibifity of 118, or China
piving nuclear weapons o Fakistan loexplode is
vather remote gince considering the: tensions
which North Korea has with both China and the
U8, it (North Kevea) will not hesitate o selze
the opportunity and explode nuelear weapons.

Dr. Kisshger was recently in China for a pro-
longed visit, Tais might be  clear indication of
how strongl iflicd China s to the Jews and the
LS, The aim o 1) Kissinger's China policy has
heer and B 1o bave Cl !
claimy against R g

1 the Tuture,

Reesh Ghost, Milpitas £1.5.)

‘The Beijl irit’

§ir. — 'This s with reference fo your Editorial
“The Belfing spiril’ (sept. 19). 1tis o fact that
women are ar {!1‘prt'hst'd class and are the vie-
tims of the oldest and most basle fonn of dom-
ination, namely mal: supremacy.

Women arc discrimated against econon-
ically, politically and socially, For cyample,
women comprise 8 arowing percentage of (he
labour foree, but (heir carnings are lower than
those of men. And. in some sectors, wonen still
roceive Toss pay (han men for essentially th
same outpil.

on the social front, commercial advertise-
ments, Tims. beauty contsts and even some
magazines presenl comen us mindless sex ok

joets. There is o popular misconception thet |

women are more enotional and less logical thay
men and henee cnnot be expected to compete
on equal terws with men in business and/or in
politics. The agpressive, ambitious working
women are usua ly held in low esteem by men.

\
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alignment, and gambled 18 [erTi-
tory. On the contrary, Pakistan's
shrewd military and civil leaders
have become allies of America.
What an irony?

aaage: bagles ana turkeyb Wil
soar together. :
' Prem Mital
Wilton, Connecticut

We Should Go Nuclear Again

Several nations led by the
United States will continue to pres-
sure India to sign the global Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty and
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. It
is long over due that rather than
taking a passive stand, India should
resume nuclear explosion testing as
has been suggested by the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

Itis a well known fact that both
India and Israel had the capability
to explode nuclear devices as far
back as the early 1960s. Dr. Homi
Bhabha (then head of the Indian
nuclear program) wanted to con-
duct a weapons test in 1960.

However, Jawaharlal Nehru
being an idealist and a pacifist re-
fused permission to Dr. Bhabha to
pursue such a venture. As we all
know, it was ultimately under the
leadership of Indira Gandhi that
India went ahead and tested a
nuclear device in 1974. Any further
demonstration of India's nuclear
weapons capability is sure to ben-
efit the nation -- Rk

T.N.S. Jamwal
Ballaire, Texas

News India Times, May 24, 1996
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tC Nati With Pak
Don’t Compare Nation
I came to the United States . the opinion that India cantakeon  that the fir ing nfiohility s Sccs-
nearly four months ago. Since 1 both China and Pakistanat the si-  racyof (B st missles ave Gagmal.
ama voracious reader, Iread most  multanecusiy. It mst be remembered that
newspapers published for the In- Though India will neverstarta  during e ran-irag war the loe
dian community in America. |  war, [ assure NRIs that the mation  ars had asmsoes peobliess with
would like o share the following  is ready for any external threat. Chinasuppied Slioecrm st
information with NI-T readers. Gone are the days of Jawaharlal  and as such they (ranans) were
Muchcoverageisgiventoour  Nehru when defense used to be  successful in ring only ore ot of
neighbor, Pakistan. | find this not :
only surprising but ridiculous. It must beclearly evident toany The reliability and axasacy o
While New Delhi cannot ignore  person wilh some perception that  Chines: missles have improwed 2
Islamabad, one musl point out  India’s principled stand on the littlabit in the rmwent past butithes
that a comparison of India with ~ Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty is  mainly | eondue 1o generpes asss-
Pakistan—military and economic  based not only on morality buton  tance given by Ismael technicans.
terms — is like comparing ancl-  ifs strength. Most cefense experts In view of all this, Imdisns
ephantw:th an ant. arcawarc that India has the ICBM  shoulld regard their country 2= a
It is time that we, Indians, re-  capability since 1992, saperpower in the making. We
alized that Pakistan is a proxy for In fact the Surya missile, witha  shouldn’tiry to compare curseives
the United States and China  rangeof 19,200 km,isbased onthe  with a smaller neighbor such a=
against India. While India must ~ PSLV. The top adviser to the De-  Pakistan The United Siates hies ©
be vigilant I personally do not  fense Ministry said, “India can hit  be concerned more about Cuba
think there isanyreasontobeloo  any phm atany time with a mis-  than | wdiahas tobe with
much concorned, BeinganArmy  sile.” .
officer | would like to quote re- While the transfer of Chinese
tired general Krishnaswami missile technology to Pakistan
Sundazji who was and still is of  mustbe watched, I might point cut
R
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—
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Murtaza Death Accidental

The death on Sept. 20 of
Murtaza Bhutto in Karachi came
as no surprise fo many of us. He
led .a feudal, but dangerous,
lifestyle. Murtaza was known to
4 showr mntempt toward the rule
jj of law. :

! Had Murtaz.a returned dur-
ing the administrations of Nawaz
Sharil or Zia nl-Hag, he would
have been hanged for charges of
s=dition and murder. His clever
sister Benazir, who had arranged

gol him released from prisen
later. She was also slowly, but

| for nisYeturn from Syriain 1993,

subtly, withdrawing charges

against him in a way no opposition
party would resent the process.
The shootout, in which
Murtaza was killed, was certainly
an accident due to an erroriniden-
tifying the occupants of ihe car in

“which Murtaza was trﬁvehﬂg ina

troubled city like Karachi. How-
ever, such a death to a member of
the ruling family was totally un-
expected. It is hoped that the fore-
going incident would send a clear

signal to relatives of Indian politi-

cians, who exploit th

Dina Kak-ﬂai'na
Washingion, DC

RIGHT STAND -

Sir, — The Indian stand on the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
is commendable. Indis with a
po ulation of one billion has

tly refused to give in to
fore;.gn pressures. But it may
draw considerable flak from
“pacifists”, fifth-columnists a.nd
others. Sum:lﬁeople may
that Inr_ha not survivae e
economic sanctions which may
be imposed for adopting this
stance. A highly-populated and
mineral-rich country like India
cannot develop by mms of
foreign aid. It can progre ‘
utilizing capital generatad by its
ahundani resources. So, any
economic sa.nctmns will have 2
negligitle aff

The leadersblp in India must
realize that the only aim ofi_.he
five nuclear powers is to work Es*
@ team and control the resources -
of the developing world. [ndia =
must frustrate their goals.'”
Industrially-advanced countries
like Germany and Japan, whase
capabilities have so far been
curbed by the USA and its a]lies, o
masy support India. o

ome countries have beneﬁt- g
ted from their support to the
USA on this treaty. There is
enough evidence that the USA .
has already started to transfer
rocket engines and space tech- _ |
nalogy to boost the Chinese

programme.
Indla should resume nuclear
tests bacause the nuclea: powers

ol NARINI}ER KHARDOORY
Rochester NY (USA), Septerld
ber 11,




China Overrated
Sirt— Soon, Fresident Jiang Zemin of

China will visit India. For most

Jndiany, this is indeed a welcome sign
as far as India-China relations are
concemed, sirce there are meny areas
in which both these Asian giants can
cooperate. Yet, a aote of caution is in
order.

I rzcemtly visited both India and
China from the US. After travelling
exiensively in China, it became evi-
dent to me that other than in selected
arcas which have been given cosmet-
ic touches (to impress the toursts),
China is way behind India in most
areas of development. mcluding criti-
cal arcas such as nuclear sciences and
space. For example, China is busy
standardising her first indigenous
nuclear power plant, while in India
the manufacture of nuclear power
planis has heen routne for decades
now. Moreover, China has yet to man-
ufacture a functional communication
satellite and also the launch relialiny
of the Long March series of rockets,

even for light satelliles, has not been
too good so far, In comparison, Indian
communication satelliles are not only
made but are also designed and India
hopefully should have a heavy launch
capability for large geostationary
satellites in the near futore,
Unfortunately, exaggerated staistics
on China are carefully planted into the
Indian media hy Western sources, due
to which some simple-minded Irdians
are convinced that China is ahead of
India in most arens of development.
There is no reason why the leader-
ship in India cannot put up a firm yet
frendly stand as far as the border
prohlams. and the rights of the
Tibetans are concerned  when
President Jiang visits. It must also be
pointed out that China has serious
barder problems with several coun-
tries such as Russia Vietnam., Nonh
Korea ete,, henee, she is more than
keen to develop a friendly relation-
ship with India. India must also he
vigilant &s far as the so-called prob-
Iems that China is fupposed to have
with the US are concerned. In rzality,
China and the US work as a team on
maost issues and these confrontations
are carefully planned so as to create
an artificial global balance with bene-
fils both powers. Moreover, the sto-
riek of China and the US having prob-
lems is also a strategy 1o try (o seduce
Indha by making her believe that the
US will help India against China,
while 1n reality, both China and the
US are setting up India 50 as to make
Tudia tow the e
R MONOTOSH BOSE
Harrisburg (US)
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v BANUA BAHADUR

- Sir, — Jay Mangharam Muk-
hi’s ‘article “Kashmiri Pandits:
Marginalization Began in 1949"
(June 6-7) and Isa Haque's letter
{June 19-20) make an error
regarding the events leading to
the martyrdom of Guru Tegh
Bahadur.

This period of Indian history
is well documented. Pandit Kri-
pa Ram Bharadwaj of Mattan,
Kashmir, and Guru Teg Bahadur
were good friends. Aurangzeb
was under the impression that if
he could convert the elite group
©f Brahmins to Islam, it would -
be easy for him to convert the
rest. So Pandit Kripa Ram took a
delegation to Guru Tegh Baha-
dur and told him about the
problems of the Kashmiri Pan-
(dits, . Guru Tegh Bahadur sup-
ported them .and challenged
Aurangzeb to convert him first.
Guru Tegh Bahadur became a
martyr on November 11, 1675.
Later, Pandit Kripa Ram and
Guru Govind Singh fought
.aFaiﬂst the tyranny o?the Mugh-
al regime. Pandit Kripa Ram was
Kkilled in the battle of Chamakaur
in 1705.

After the assassination of
Guru Govind Singh, it was again
a Brahmin from Kashmir who
set out to avenge injustice. It is
not an exaggeration to say that
rarely in the history of mankind
has anyone been so successful in .
fighting oppression as Laksh-
man Dev Bharadwaj (Banda
Bahadur) of Rajouri in Kashmir.

The punishmert that Banda
Bahadur inflicted on the re-
‘pressive Mughal regime during
1709-1716 is still remem-
bered. — Yours, etc., UPINDER

FOTADAR. _
New York (TISA), June 28.
THE STATESMAN (CALCUTTA) Y 14 1995
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Chandigarh, India - Mailbag

The recent exit polls conducted by different TV networks are ¢
another that they make little sense. Results of one round can
other rounds.

The suggestion for inclusion of the expenses of a political party on TV ads
expenses of the individual candidates is worth considering. This will ensur
playing field for all candidates in the elections.

GURDERSHAN SINGH, Chandigarh
Congress lacks leadership

WITH two more crucial phases of the Lok Sabha elections to go, I, like mr
Indians, would like to take the liberty of giving my humble views on this ¢
Undoubtedly, I want to see Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee continue to lead India
Prime Minister, towards greatness and prosperity.

While the Congress has also contributed significantly towards developmer
past, at present it lacks a credible leadership which is acceptable to maost
Sadly, the Congress has handed over leadership to Mrs Sonia Gandhi whc
merit seems to be that she is the wife of Rajiv Gandhi and daughter-in-la
Indira Gandhi.

In the Congress, there is no dearth of brilliant and veteran leaders such &
Narain Dutt Tiwari, Mr Arjun Singh, Mr Natwar Singh and Dr Manmohan £
Having placed Mrs Sonia Gandhi at the party’s helm of affairs, Conaress
not only made a mockery of democracy but aiso played with the self-resp
dignity of the Indians. In my opinion, no sane voter will condone the Cony

y
QKUM KUM BHARADWAJ, Agra
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| Bad tendency among students

|

|

!

is become a bad habi: among the students to follow the path of political parties to organise road

§ conduct demonstrations against their teachers to score their points. It is also sad that the

§s instead of pacifying the students by advicing them not 1o resort to unlawful activities, action
cen against the teachers. This is not a healthy trend. To mend the erring students and to

discipline, good manners and character, it is necessary to give lighter punishiments to the

IIf the students find it difficult to tolerate the kind advice of their teachers, they are unfit o

their studies. Such disobedient students should be sent out of the school.

F}-'ea.rs ago, parents never took serious the teachers beating the students, if they commit any
. However, loday fearing punishmenl from authorities, the teachers doesn't evince interest in
moulding of their students.

C L Narasimhbhan
East Tambaram

| It's unfair

il:no one s or should be above the law, nevertheless, the arrest and harsh treatment metted to
1 Acharya, Sri Jayendra Saraswati is regretiable. In any civilized society a person is not guilty
"Fl guilty. It is, hence, overdue that the concerned authorities in India transfer this case to a

ggion following which ascrupulous investigation pertaining to this case shoulc be initiated. It is
_hr paradoxical that known riffraffs such as Manu Sharma, Sanjeev Nanda, Santosh Kumar

£, are moving freely and having a nice time while a great Acharya namely, Sri Jayendra
'!i is not being given an adequate opportunity to defend himself.

Dr Ramesh Saraf
Edmonton, Canada
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Address your letters to :

The Editor, News Today, 85 Mount Road, Guindy, Chennai - 600 032.

ot e-mail to : letters@newstodaynet.com
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rtunity to defend

Edlitor,
no one is or should be above law, nevertheless, the arrest and harsh treatment meted out to
i Acharva, is regrettable. Tn any civilized society, a person is nat guilty till proven guilty. It is,
, Overdue that the concerned authorities in India transfer this case to a neutral region

ing which a scrupulous investigation pertaining to this case should be initiated.

aiso rather paradoxical that known riffraff such as Manu Sharma, Sanjeev Nanda and Sanzosh
Singh, etc, are moving freely and having a nice time while Kanchi Seer Is not being given an
ate opporfuni defend himself.

Ramesh Saraf,
Brown Street, Edmonton,
, Canada,

ISHMIR TIMES 14 December, 2004
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Yours efc...
Bhawana Kesar
Jammu.

Peace in Kashmir

Sir,

Itis long overdue that the Centre in India bring lranquility to Kashmir. Also it is
necessary lhat we give Mufti Mohammad Sayccd an opporiunity and total co-
operation in his cffort to bring peace to this region.

In my opinion there are three feasible routes to end dissension in this region. The
first approach could be to attack Pakistan and make Pakistan -ealize that by
creating a snag for the Indian colossus her (Pakistan's) very survival would be at
staks. This can be achieved rather easily (considering India’s formidable military
might), however, this could be a complicated move as there are several thousand
U.S. troops firmly entrenched in Pakistan at present i we did attack Pakistar we
may come into direct conflict with the U.S. This in no way i desirable. Secondly, if
we have the proaer political planning we could give our securiy forces a free hand
to eliminate the terrorists. By th's epproach even if the low evel conflict persists in
the Valley, it would have no great impact on the people of the Valley. Also
eventually the vicious activities by the misdirected fuodamentalists are sure to fizzle

cut.
Yours cte...
Dr. Dinanath Raina (Lallasahib)
On e-mail
Excalsior a refreshing change
Sir,

| just wanted lo say that | consider your ncwspaper, despite it's No Frilis” approach.
one of the most exhaustive, detailed, unbiased and reliable sources of infarmation
on avents in J & K_After perusing reams of arti-Indian propoganda in other
Kashmirl newspapers, your newspaper offers a refreshing change.

Yours etc...
Vivek, Australia
On e-mail




- A condemnabie act

rder of Kashmiri Brahmins by terrorists in the Pulwama district of Kaghmir

not come as a surprise to me though [ was deeply pamed. Such vicious acts are
rom these frustrated terrorists. In my opinion it is necessary that the Indian

takes appropriate steps in order to reciify the situation in the valley of Kashmir.
the necessary resources (1f we plan our moves mtelligently) to bring peace to { hlS
it of India. We do not lack the manpower. Nor the mllltalj mlght nor
pvever it is long overdue that we act.

] ‘ >

Dr Dhruv Mukhopadhyay
Agra

ADDRESS YOUR LETTERS TO :

The Editor, News Today, 15, Vellaia Street, Kedamb’akkém,
Chennai - 600 024,

or e-mail to : letters@newvstodaynet.com

wstodaynet.com/28mat/vol.htm 3/30/03




Rewriting Indian history
; Sir,

:‘ This pertains to the arficle, " Josni's bid to re-write indian history” (9

August) , by Mr. Kotru. Though Mr. Kotru is a well known journalist and an

intellect, however, unfortunately he is echoing views on Dr. Joshi which for

| sure have foreign origins. As Dr. Joshi is an impediment as far as the

implementaticn of the Western cultural agenda in India is corcerned,

hence naturally frequent attacks on Dr. Joshi are anticipated from the

- Western countries. In reality Dr. Joshi is a great nationalist, a brilliant

: nerson and a man of guts. For example Dr. Josni had the guts (quite
rightfully) to propound that the Aryan Race hag its origins in India.

| Moreover, now it i well established that majerity of Indians in every corner

l of India belong tc. the Aryan race.

In addition Dr. Joshi though proud of i3 Hindu heritage also has genuine
respect for all religions. -

In short Dr. Joshi is the epitome of the Indian civilisati
India rust draw inspiratian from this great Indian.  /

| E EB-Q
| 700}
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Your: etc...
Dr. Leela Xhardoori
On e-mail




eal of credibility as far as the Nobel Prizes are concarned, as
didates are judged. For example, this year's prize for physiology
concerning magnetic resonance imagings, overlooked the
ibuter to this powerful technique, Raymond Damadian, while recogrizing the contributions of

Lauterbur and Peter Mansfield. [n the past too, greal [dian scientists euch as Jagdish Crandra
i Bhabha, S.M. Bose, G.N. Ramachandran and othere have been overlooked for the prize. Let us

forget that this prize remains a fief of the Western academia and inteligentsia. It is amusing to note
Albert Einstein got the prize after much delay, in 1923, for discovering the photoelectric effact

he did in 1905), and not for his famous theory of relativity.

no clear yardstick by which the can
ine, which was given for discoveries

Iy,
Mukhopadhyay, Surrey, UK
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Support the Government
Sir,

The ousting of the High Commissioner of Pakis:an by India was long
averdua Clearly the tiny State of Pakistan feels inferior to the Indian giant,
hence, out of insecurity she (Pakistan) wants to destabilize India. As
Pakistzn is not able to achieve this she and her sponsors are clearly
frustrated. Moreover, why have diplomatic relations with Pakistan wher
Pakisten is now more or less U.S. territory? We already have diplomatic
relations with the U.3.!

I might add that the Government led by Atalji is leading the country in the
proper menner. Let all of us more than a billion Indians rise and support this
Govarnment fully. Also | might add that the Pakistani nuclear programme is
a tolal hoax. Some countries to demoralize India are sending nudlear threats
via Pakistan to India. These threats are now meaningless due to India's
formidable defence capabilities. Moreover, it has been often poinied out by
Dr. Kalam and lately by Mr, Fernandes that India now has lhe capability to
hit any country at any time. Besides, any country would be stupid to take on
a hilion plus Indians with one of the finest armies in the world. Also as is well
known India now is equipped with a large nuclear: arsena

Yours efc...
Dr. Brijnath Saraf and
Dr. Sat Lal Saraf
On e=mail
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India and the UN
Sir,

In my opinion it is long overdue that the United Nations troops be asked to
ieave Kashmir. Evidently the UN has no: been able to play a constructive
and evenhanded role as far as the Kashmi- issue is concerned. It is well
known that legally, murally arid historically the whole cf the Jammu and
Kashmir State belongs to India. The UN hae so far not been able to
convince Pakistan to vacste the territory which she (Pakistan) holds illegally.
Therefore many Indians feel that the Utl has no further role to play as far as
this issue is concerned. Hence, the UN troops stationed in Kashmir serve no
purpose. While it may appear rather overweening but | am certain sooner or
later (at the appropriate time) India will ‘ake back Indian tetritories from both
Pakistan and China which these countries hold illegally.

| am also cptimistic that in the near futtre the diseases of terrorism will be
wiped out not only from Kashmir but alse from other parts of Indio. For this
our leadership (which is fortunately an =ffective one) has to plan thair moves
rather intelligently and then this battle could be won rather rapidly. Fighting
{errorisim is no big task for India any more as she (Incia) today is the third
most powerful country (most experts entertain 2 similar opinicn militarily
after Russia and the U.S.

Yours etc...
Niranjan Nath Fotedar,
(Ex-Headmaster Biscoe School,
Srinagar)

16 Grand Street

Barrhead

Alberta

Canada T7N 1N3
<niranjannathfotedar@yahoo.ca>

11/13/01 5:03 PM
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Let China initiate
Sir,

| write this letter mainly pertaining to the letter by Autar Krishen Razdan
(28th January) regarding India-China relations. The letter makes much
sense although evidently the author seems to have no political training.
What is important is that China take the initiative to improve her relations
with India. India is certainly militarily stronger than China at present.
Besides China is actually cornered and surrounded by enemies such as
Russia, Vietnam, North Korea etc. Any improvement in the relationship of
India and China is welcome but it is China which will clearly benefit more. In
any case if necessary more than one billion Indians armed with nuclear
warheads have not much to be concerned about any countron.the.long
run!

Yours etc...

Dr Badall Ghosh

55 Pine Wood Street
Ramsgate

England, CT119EQ
BadallGhosh@excite.com
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India on right trach
Sir,

K. Natwar Singh has often mentioned that Pakistan is a
proxy of both the United States and China and has to be
treated only as a proxy power. Atalji like Mrs. Gandhi has
the correct approach as far as handling Pakistan is
concerned. Atalji is not much concerned about the
symptoms of the disease that is Pakistan but the cause of
the disease that is both China and the U.S. Fortunately
China has now emerged as a spineless power therefore our
leadership is now concentrating on the U.S. both politically
and militarily.

We are not blind to ignore the military strength of the U.S.,
but for sure the U.S. is in no position to go to war with India.
Also the U.S. does not have any specific use far Pakistan
any more. -

g Yours efc.,

Choudhary Harpal Singh Takait
Secretary Bhartiya Akta Dal
537 C Model Town
KARNAL
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India Today

Sir,

Many people (who have little understanding of politics) are
unnecessarily critical of the present government in India. By
expleding nuclear weapons India hes sent a clear message
nol only lo our enemies but also to the worlc as such that
she (India) a land of more than one billion people is a world
power, We are also without any doubt the strongest military
power in Asia and have also the second largest technical
manpower in the world after the US. These are no
fabrication of statistics but are facts. So let us thank the B.IP
and their partners for taking radical steps which were
necessary for the future of our country.

| also like many other Sikhs was shocked by the brutal
murder of innocent people (Sikhs) in Kashmir recently. What
evar the rumours some pecple and countries may spread
the fact is that any one with a little wisdom can figure out
that this is the work of frustrated fundmentalists. These
Islamic fundamentalists are sure to fail as they are not
aware as to what they are up against. The game is clearly
over and no power on earth can be of any help to them in
achieving their unattainable goals. Our great country has
stoog the test of time and these are enly minor pin-pricks for
the Indian giant. The Indian history has clearly made cvident
that when ever India (even though she was rarely a single
unit 2g she is now) was attacked eventually the invader was
made to pay a heavy price. | hope people have not forgatian
the great Manaraja Ranjit Singh who not only brought all the
gold and most of the jewels which were plundered (by
invitation) by Nadir Shah back to India but also made the
descendents of Ahmad Shah Durrani (the general of Nadir
Shah) pay a heavy penalty in treasure, The roof of the
Varanasi Vishwanath Temple is a testimony to this as the
gold roof of this Temple was preserted by nong other than
Maharaja Ranjit Singh to the people of Kashi.

Lot of the statistics on China menticned by Li Zhaoxing in
China Today which approved in DE (11.4.2000) are
exaggerated. | visit China for business lrips yuile oflen and
let me tell my countrymen that India is way ahead of China
in most areas. The 1.2 billion mainland Chinese have yet to
produce a single Nobel Prize | Most of the fighter aircraft
that you observe on Chinese airfields are the vintage
Mig-19s. The only neople who are delighted in India with
these false statistics are some of the Indian communists.
Many of these peonle are still pained by the Indian nuclear
weapons tests, thougn they live in India and as Indians

should be proud of these tests.
Yours etc...

Colonel (retd) Jwala Singh Garewal

56 Paddington Road

Marrickville, NSW 2204

Jwala Singh Garewal
<Jwalasinghgarewal@freemail.com.au>

4/20/30 7:06 PM
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Exterminate terrorism in J&K
Sir,

The recent bomb-attack in Kashmir by the Islamic fundamentalists on the
Shias and their leader Maulvi Iflikar Hussain Ansari came as no surprise to
me. Though | am not flabbergasted by this attack, however, like any other
normal human beirg | am deeply pained. Any person wha is even a little
perceptive will realize that this attack dlearly made eviden: that the terrorists
in Kashmir are now a frustrated lot. This frustration of the terrorists is
understandable as they (the terrorists) now rezlize that they are in no
position to take on the Indian colossus. The sequence of events also clearly
makes evident the increasing degree of frustration amangst the terrorists as
the time passes. First these terrorisis attacked the KPs, then the Sikhs and
now the Shias. In general as is well known the Shias of Kashmir have
always been a peaceful and an enlightened group of peopla.

In my opinion the time is now ripe that the Govt of India get rid of these
viclent elements not only in Kashmir but in the whole State of Jammu and
Kashmir as soon as possible. This is rather a small task for India. In fact my
cousin who is a Brigadier in the Indian Army has often menticned that (if

| given orders) the formidable Indian Army can uproot terrorism in the State of
Jammu and Kashmir rather quickly. We do fortunately have an sffective
Government in India at present and | do hope that they will ignore the human
rights aclivists both in India and abroad and take surgical steps to uproot this
pestilence of terrorism in this State. Moreover, no genuine democracy will
tolerate a group of people taking up arms against the

o
S

Yours stc...
Colonel (retd) Jwala Singh Garewal
56 Paddington Road

Marrickville, NSW 2204

Australia

Jwala Singh Garewsz. <Jwalasinghgarewal@
freemail.com.au>

@

6/13/00 6:36 PM
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Sino-Pak nuclear cooperation
Sir,

This is with reference to the article (June 20) by B Raman,
"Sino-Pak nuclear co-operation”. Evidently either this author
has no understanding of nuclear energy related politics and
science or he is spreading disinformation in the Indian
media. China upto this fime has not been able to develop an
effective reactar design for nuclear power gereration. The
only Chinese designed and produced nuclear plarit in China
namely the Qinshan Nuclear Power Plant has remeined
non-functional for most of the time. Recently US engineers
were flown in to help make his nuclear power plant
funictional.

In addition all data points that what Pakistan has built at
Chashma (with Chinsse help) is a coal-fired power plant for
the generation of electricity. | might add that it is not unlikely
that other friznds (in the Western heimsphere) of Pakistan
may come up and help Pakistan build a plant. Then as usual
to maintain the global balance it wil be mentioned that
China built the plant.

At the end | hope th
thoroughly before p,

we in India research subjects
blishing them.

Yours etc...
Choudhury Harpal Singh Takait
Secretary, Bhartiya Akta Dal
537 C Mode! Town Karnal
<harpalsinghtakait@hotmail.com>

Match fixi

Sir,

It was indeed Manoj Prabhakar the former fast bowler of
India who made public the misdeeds of the players and their
indulgence in match fixing elc. He cried and arought i to the
notice of the authorities concerned of the time but nobody
cared for Afs utterances and described fim as a ffadrand”
threw him out from the team. Now the time has come when
his utterances are to be belicved and culprits brought to
book. What compelled Manoj Prabhakar to take secret
videotapes of so many peadple is perhaps be wanted to
convey the authorities the proof of his being a true
sportsman. In my opinion, he has done a great job by
exposing the misdeeds of the plavers of the time. We
respect all the players of Indian Cricket but we are very
much upset on hearing that they are also involved in this
menace of match fixing. What prompted them ‘o do so when
they are provided with all the better facilites leaves a
question mark. The authorities in India should also leamn a
lesson from tae countries like Pakistan and South Africa
who conducted the ing iries in record time anc reached to a
conclusion. There Is every possihility of the pleyers who
have been named in lhe malch & ing, of being indulged ir

621100 6:45 PM
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Chinese space programme
Sir,

This pertains to the article (25th June), "China aims at manned space launch
in 2001". For this you guote the U.S Defence Dept as your source. First of
all please do not get the impression that | am adversely critical of China but
the real facts regarding the Chinese space programme are totally different
from what the U.S. Defence Deptt. wants us to believe. You all might
recollect that the US Defence Dept. before the recent Indian nuclear
weapons tests often mentioned that India had no nuclear weapons. While all
experts were aware that nol only dic India have a large nuclear arsenal but
India has also in addition to this accumulated seversi tons of Plutonium-239.
In fact India had ever accumulatd the much sought after Uranium-233. |
might mention that few countries in the world have access to Uranium-233.
Quite in conirast to U-235, U-233 is extremely difficut to obtain. What this
tells us is that often the U.S. news in meant to further her (U.S) nterests
enly and is often a fabrication of data.

The story of the Chinese space programme is the same as everything e.se
related o science and technolegy in China. Due to the CR (Cultural
Revolution) from the period of 1966-1976 everything in China went
backwards. Not only were eminent scientists sent to work in farms but many
were even liquidated. The result china today lacks a scientific and industrial
infrastructure and also poverty is widespread in that country. The recent
disaster in which several Chinese (who had fled the Mainlard for a better
life- died in Britain due to suffocatior in a truck reflects the plight of the
common person in China without any ambiguity. In space fo this day the
Chinese have only been successful in launching satellites such as the
Iridium series with a weight of less than a ton in the near earth crbit.
However when China signed the CTBT in a September 1996 the US as a
deal promised China (this is now a commonly known fact) that they will
transfer space hardware to China so that China can launch a man into
space. This launching of a man into space is meant to be more of a publicity
stunt by Ctina rather than g genuine scientific feat. In addition to this the U.S
had also promised to train Chinese astronauts. At present all intelligence
and scientific data points to the faci that the Chinese have a already
launched and retrieved cockroaches from space. These organisms as is well
Known are very sturdy and can even survive high doses of radiation.
Therefore it is quite likely that if Chiqa is able to put all the U.S supplied
hardware together they will soon be able to place a man into space. Actually
in reality to this day the Chinese have no indigenous space launch vehicle
comparable to the Indian GSLV.

Firally in my opinion the real status of the Chinese science becomes quite
clear by the fact that the mzinland Chinese have yet to sroduce a single
Nobel Prize !

Yours efc...
Choudhary Harpal Singh Takait
Secretary

. Bhartiya Akta Dal

537C, Model Town Karnal
<harpalsinghtakait@hotmail.com>
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China : An artificial counter
Sir,

This hes reference to the views of one Mac Kher (10 July) titled, "Rejected
PNTR". | get the feelng from his letter that this author is acting as a
salesman for China. All what he has written regarding China in my opinion
is fabricated. Firstly, China is an ally of the US and not a rival. Secondly,
this author wants 1o make China the leader of the developing countries by
making China an artificial counter to the US. Thirdly. people who know
China pretty well will inform you that China is a backward country in every
sense.

Finally | might mention the West is not afriad of China but in reality they are
worried (guite wrongly as India is a democracy) about India mainly because
of India's vastly superior technological base in relation to China.

Yours efc...
Kum Kum Saraf,
Amakenstrs, 32/62
80799, Munchen
Sermany
<kumkumsaraf@web.de>
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India and China

Sir,

| am sorry | could not respond (due to being extremely busy) to the attacks
of my original letter which was published on August 23, in your newspaper.
What | was doing was exposing China in that letter. My suggestion to those
Indians who are emotionally attached o China.is to visit China not on 2
conducted tour buton a personal objective one. | assure you these very
Indians who have been brainwashed by the Western media will mention that
India is not only a great democracy (in relation to China which is repressive
totalitarian state) but also that India is ahead of China in most areas of
industrial and scientific development.

Please travel to China and study China before you wrongly criticize your
Matarbhumi, Bharat.

Yours etc...

Dr Badall Ghosh

P O Box 209
Cheltenham
Glouchester, GL52 32F
United Kingdom
Babull Ghosh<badallghosh@thetorpedoes.com=

Solution to Kashmir problém
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SCIENTIFIC BENT MEANS
A QUESTIONING MIND
SIR, - Recently many of us academicians of Indian origin in Europe had a
meeting in Paris. During that meeting we all falt thet though India has the second
largest technical manpower in the world after the USA, excepi for a couple of
schools of excellence in India much needs to be improved as ‘ar as higher
education is corcerned. Mast students in India lack a tendency to analyse things
and accept things easily which are fed to them.
There are actually two main flaws with the cLrrent system. Firstly, the students
lose their originality and secondly it is easy for them be brainwashed. After all,
Westem science is full of pelitics based substantially on economics. ;
For example these days it is fashionable for some politically motivated scientists
to claim that man originzted in the continent of Africa. Why is this done? Africa
has a lot of resources. :
So flattery means access i these resaurces. Alse it 5 apoitioul sans oF

itching-one Tave against theroiier and thus creating a new world order. This
order, for sure, benefits mast developed countries.
The science of genetics is probably the most political science at present. To
analyse where man originated is far beyond the capacity of modern science. We
still do not understand the working of even a simpie gene such as Lac Z which
codes for a simple protein such as Beta-galactosidase, let alone understand the
regulation of a ‘'ew hundred human genes. So the realistic study of the origin of
rhan is far beyond the present human capability.
| Nevertheless, we must not get discouraged and must move ahead in the study
of this subject.
Based or the little subjective data that we have, the universe was created 15
billion years ago followed by the birth of the earth 4.6 billion years ago. Then
according to some scientists life originated on aarth 3.€ billion years ago.
Available fossil data resembling a spherical prokaryote has been dated t0 3.5
hillion years. This all is still subjective information, as it seems impossible
according to most calculations that life developed on its own accidently.
This is very nearly like all the necessary ingredients coming together and

-_ materalising into a scooter! Besides if you find an old scooter in Delhi itin no
: Vista way means that it was manufactured in Delhi. It is the same for fossils.
R Thus any sane person will tell you it is impossible to fathom as to how even
; Semiek] simple life originated let alone how and where man originated.

Also the standard mitochondrial data to link all the human race to a so-called
African Eve has no bearing. as it is also known that mitochondrial DNA can
change through ages and can even get a paternal input from the paternal genes
in the mother. The famous scientist Or Hector has recently discovered In Table
Mountain in California man-made tools in the 55 million-year-old strata. This
places the origin of man far before the period of the African fossils.

| might add that this in no way means that man criginated in America either. This
all is a concrete example of how science in the West functions and how cne
cannot swallow all that is fed to him or her.

Finally it is our hope that the higher educational pattern in India will be rectified in
order to make the stucents more objective and cautious in their approach. —
Yours, etc., NAGRAJ SUBRAMANIUM.

S—

9/12/00 1:29 PM
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History of Pashtuns

Sir,

| did read the article (29 November), "History of the Pashtuns”, by M.
Rama Rao with interest. It becomes quite clear from this article that
either this author has no understanding of Central Asian history or
this article is politically goaded.

It is impassible to isolate the history of Bharat from Central Asia. The
very terms like Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan etc. are
derived from the Sanskrt word Sthana (place). Also as is well known
that no Arab or releted tribes existec in this region before the
invasion of this area by the Arabs in 652 AD. Prior to the Islamic
period in Afghanistan Sanskrit and Sanskrit related languages were
spoken in this territory and this region was often referred to as
Aryana.

It must be mentioned that the ancient Aryavarte included Aryana
(Afghanistan) as it did Aryadesa (other parts India). Many Divedis,
Trivedis and Chaturvedis lived in this region. While the Arab
invasion initially had no great impact on this region’s ethnicity or
religion it was the Taharid military governor namely Yacub ib Layath
as-Saffar who in 867 AD conguered parts of what is modern
Afghanistan and introduced Islam.

Let us not forget (that even according fo the Greek sources) that
Sandrocottus (Chandragupta Maurya) in about 302 BC seized
Afghanistan and Eastem parts of Iran from the Greek Seleucus and
even up to the early 11th Century AD the region of Kabul and
Ghazni were ruled by the Brahmin Palas who belanged to the Shahi
dynasty. Even during a much later pariod the trocps of the great
Jat-Sikh Maharaja namely, Ranjit Singh entered Kahul in 1838 AD. |
might add that most tribes in present day Afghanistan are an
Aryan-Arab mix as far as ethnicity is concerned. As is well known
that Islam enccurages the mixing of people.

Your's etc......
Dr. Narinder Khardoori
52 Herengracht

1114 CG Amsterdam
Netherlands
<narinderkhardoori@yahoo.com>

12/6/01 6:200 PM
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India our Future...
Dear Sir,

By again demonstrating her nuclear weapons capubility in May
1998 India for sure shattered the artificial global balance which
the U.S. ard her allies had forced on her. Humiliated and left
with no other option the U.S. and her ally China supplied (their
proxy ) Pakistan with nuclear weapons for demonstration in
order to psychologically salvage the situation. Clearly this
strategy of the U.S. and China to salvage the global balance by
this political move Fas failed. So perturbed was President
“linton with India due to this move that he spent nine days in
China planning common strategies for any future moves with
“he Chinese,

it is ncoessary that the leadership in India seize this unique
oppe tunity and further enhance the mage of India in the global
arens by pushing for a permanem seat in Unired Nations
Seeurity Council. This is a raust and also over due for India,
Also since we Indians happen to be an emotional people and
have a tendency to 2o overboard with a liitle flattery we have (o
be extremely cauticus in our negotiations with the U.8. on the
CTRT. In my opinion we must never sign the CTBT as this is
against our mterasts and these of the whole developing
countries of which we are the leaders. Many of us Indians living
here in the West are also hopeful that the media in India will
research all the data that is fed tot. Lot of false data
particularly on China seems 10 find its way in to the Indian
media.

I is often mentioned in the Indian media that Russia is
supplying military hardware and technology to China, In fact
China has received no military related stuff from the then
Soviet Union or present C.1.S. after 1959, It is also well known
that Russia and China still have serious border problerms
particularly on their eastern border. The reason why these
stories are spread is to cover up the strong China-lsrael:
relationship which bes the backing of the powerful U.S.
politicians of Jewish extraction. It is also known that the U.S.
for sure is still supplying her ally China with space end nuclear
related technologigs thougn now in a more secret manner.

For example all the necessary hardware has been supplied by
the U.S. to Chiaa (as a part of a deal) so that China can now
place a man in to space. As we all know this 15 not riuch of a
technological [eat any way. The then Soviet Union placed a
man in to space as far back as 12 April 1961. However the U.S.
snd Chinese aim is to time this Chinese launch in such a
manner so that hath the 1S, and her ally China can get the
maximum mileage out of it. In snch a manner the LIS, and
China hope to salvage at least a part of the global political
balance which benefits them both.

——E).“. Badal Ghosh Cunudu

http:/iwww expressincia.com/ teaturesleters/lei2L 1 .him
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Sino-US gameplan and India

Premier zHU RONGII of China s currently on a visit to the USA.As is well known in
political circles, this visil has been intentionally kept as a low-profile one, mainly for
strategic reasons, It 1S nence necessary that Indian political experis study its effect on Asia
(particularly on India) as this may leave its impact on the future of India.

It must also be pointed out that President Clinton spent more than a week in China
(following the Indian nuclear tests) trying to formulate a global strategy with his Chinese
allies As is well known, the US- has been working hard for quite some time to make China
the USA backed lcader of developing countries. However, a militarily more powerful India
as it has ereated a problem for this glohal policy.

It must be mentioned that a lot of £ Jbricated data on the military and economic capabilities
of China are generated from time to time by Western intelligence agencies, For example, 1t
is also often mentioned that China is stealing nuclear and missile weapons data from the

USA while in reality the USA is supplying this data in a covert manner to its friend, China.

The storics of Chinese defence data thefts are carefully planted by Western intelligence
agencies in the world media so as to create confusian and thus make China an artificial
counter-balancing factor to the USA in the world in order to particularly fool the
developing countries, This is being done mainly to exploit the develoning countries. In such
A manner, it is also hoped by the USA that the global role of China will be maintained.

It is, therefore, necessary thaf Indian pelitical experts stay vigilant towards any future
US-Chinese moves.

"TARAWATI MAJUMDAR
Plymouth (UK)

™
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Chinese Premier in U

India must watch out

Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji vis-
ited the U.S. last week. It is well
known in the political circles that
this visit was intentionally kept low
profile, mainly for strategic reasons.

Hence it is necessary that Indian
political experts study the effects on
Asia, particularly on India.

It must also be pointed out that
President Clinton spent more than
a week in China (following the In-
dian nuclear tests) trying to formu-
late a global strategy with his Chi-
nese allies.

Asis well known thatthe U.S. has
been working quite hard for quite
some time to make China the U.5.
backed leader of the developing
countries.

However, a militarily more pow-

erful India has made a mess of this
U.S. global policy. It must be men-
tioned that a lot of fabricated data
on the military and economic capa-
bilities of China are generated from
time to time by the Western intelli-
gence agencies.

For example it is also often men-

tioned that China is stealing
nuclear and missile weapons

data from the U.S., while in re-

ality the U.S. is supplying this
data in a covert manner to her
friend China.

These stories of Chinese de-
fense data thefts are carefully
planted by Western intelligence
agencies in the world media so
as to create a confusion and thus
make Chinaan artificial counter
to the 10.8. in the world in order
to particularly fool the develop-
ing countries.

This is being done mainly to
exploitthe developing countries.

It is also hoped by the U.S. that

the global role of China will be
maintained. 1t is therefore nec-
essary that the Indian political
experts stay wgl%ant towards
any ' ;
al moves.
Dr. Tarawati Majumdar
Plymouth
Devon

United Kingdom
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Singh's visit to China...

Dear Sir,

It was nice that Jaswant Singh visited China. As is well known that the Chinese
leaderskip had been requesting Mr. Singh to visit China for quite some time
now. Peace between these Asian giants is a must, however, it is China which
needs India more than India needs her. As is well known China al present is
surrounded by several countries (such as Vietnam, North Korea, Russia etc.)
which are her sworn enemies. In addition China hus a very primitive military
machine.

-

It is for this reason Ching wants to mend her relations with India. India must
now push China to vacate her (India's) territory and also request China

to accept Dalai Lama as the legit-mate leader of Tibet. It is the right time for
India to push China mtelligently in this area. In fact the approach of our brilliznt
defence minister George Fernances is the correct one on China.

Many of us China experts are also rather sad that many Indian intellects in the
West write tutored drticlzs on China to sell China to the Indians. In reality
anvone who has visited Chima will tell you that China is way behind Ind-a in
most areas of development and 1t is the Western media which eirculates false
data on China. In reality the policy of the B.J.P.- led government on

China is a sound one.

Prof. Swaran Singh Sidhu, U.5.A4.

06/23/99 09:41-17
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US- China- Pakistani Axis

Bmit that | enjoy reading your newspaper on the net. It is encouraging to
£ now we have newspapers on the net from most parts of India.

Erecent article by O P Modi (26 June). "Chinese masters or tiie American

. made interesting reading. It is necessary to mention that the US-Chinese-
axis has now existed for quitz some time now. Also for any major move
Pakistan makes the orders come from the US while the role of China is to
these US orders to Pakistan. In addition to this the US supplies Pakistan
nisticated weapons while China is only able to supply vintage weapons to

.. In such a manner not only does the US hope to contain India but the US
*=s to maintain the global role of her close ally China. Fortunately this US__
22inst India has failed and is doomed to fail in the future. ~

Yours etc..
Dr Chinmoy Partha Dasgupta
48 Malet Street

London WCIE 7 HU

United Kingdom
<Chinmoydas gupta@england.com>
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US' double-deceptive game

=2lity the recent Kargil conflict is politically and militarily more complex
most political experts would even envision. Nevertheless, what is

“=in is that Mr Vajpayee has so far handled this affair exceptonally well

In the political and military areas.

sisg well known that while the US and her darling China have provided
‘=ry aid to Lilliputian Pakistan, these two courilries (the US and China)
= also been simultancously trying to take India in to confidence. Actually
S is playing a double-deceptive game. Unfortunately for the US no

er how much aid and intelligence she provides to Pakistan, Pakistan is
2 position to take on India militarily. Hence, this US game Is going to
“= to be futile. In reality it is extremely difficult for even a powerful

iry like the US to take on a nation of one billion people armed with
“ear warheads! |t is also well known that the US general Anthony Zinni
“ds most of his time in Pakistan, supervising the Pakistani military
slishment. Although it is necessary (hat the Indian leadership should
aue to improve her relationship with the US they (the Indian leadership)
© also continue to be circumspect.

sermore, while dis-information is being spread by some segments of the

= media tha: Russia is supplying weapons, spece and nuclear

Tologies to China (in reality Russia and China have severe border

sems) it is actually the US which is supplying space and nuclear '

sologies to China. For example receny the US government rushed

=ris from the US based Westinghouse Electric Co. to help upgrade and

= the Qinshan nuclear plant.As is well krown that this is tre only

=se manufactured (though partially designed in China) nuclear power

* in China. It might be interesting to point out that in comparison (with

°2) indigenous nuclear power plants are being routinely manufactured in

since the *970s. Moreover, to cover up for such and related

==ctions with China the US is spreading stories that China stole these
olog es fram the US:

it is over due that the Western countries (led by the US) and Western |
ssored human rights organizations stop criticis ng India on Kashmir.

s= people snould be aware that the whale of the Jammu and Kashmir
e is legally and historically a parl of India, therefore, India will not

ate any interference in this or other areas. Actually it is time that these
semn countr es and organizations concentrate on the liberation of Tib

1 China (2 Western ally) has forcibly occupied. Besides the US should
ser own house in order, The "Blackman” (African-American) as is well
nis still treated as a beast of burden in the US.,

Yours etc...
Dr Goura Khardoori
800 University Drive, N.W.

Calgary, Alberta
<gourakhardoori@hotmail.com>

.dailyexcelsior.com/39july28/mail.htm 7127199




Steps towards normalcy

te this letter to congratulate the BJP led coalition government on coming
sower in the Centre in India. Most of us Indians were delighted with their

st performance and have great expectations from theim in the future. Itis
o hoped by many of us from the J&K State that the present government
take concrete stens to bring normaley to the Vale of Kashmir and other
urbed regions of our State. | recently attended a conference on

erational relations in Stockholm (Sweden) and was delighted to note that
st military experts (who were honest) were convinced that India today is
 third strongest military power in the world after the US and Russia.

hce, if the present leadership acts intelligently aggressive it should be

2| for them to root out terrorism from our State and also from ﬂ'them

Yours etc...
Dr Leela Saraf
D-1, Pamposh Enclave

New Delhi
<leelasaraf@hotmail.com>
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INDIA & CHINA

Sir, — This 18 in reference (o
the lelter, "Pakistan| Threst" (3-4
Jenuary) by ] X Dult in reply to
my lelter of 20-21 Dacember,

For a glant, such as India, | |s
not in the legst necessary o Join
up with any other cauntry and
Indla mainly due (o her eiltural
and military strength can go on
her own in the world, Moraovar,
Nehru's policy of non-alignment
has a8 much relevance today ns
In the past. Also the Indla of 1998
-Is not the India of 1957 whan
unforiunately approximately
100,000 (the other 260,000 wera
on the Pakistani border) ]
equipped Indien {T00ps  ware
maﬂs to Ifam ﬁlm}z to four million
well-equipped Chinese trooys b
the etger{) Indian Isadurghilf
Thanks malnlr to Indira Gandﬁi
the situation [s substantlally re-
versed now and particular| y after

8 excellent performancs of the
Indlan armed forces in 1971 war
agalnst Pakistan India emorged as
a formidable military power. Mr
Dutt, I am sur, i quite awarg
that rarely does the powar of the
Nhations slay econstant and like
any thing else undergoss a
chenge with time.

I might alto mention tha 1 g0
quite often to Chinaand I um glnd
to inform Mr Dutt that India has
an sdgs over China in most amas
of technology and industry, Mr
Dutt must ignore what spacinlists
of Indlan or other backgrounds
dving here In the Wes! (o)l him
on the developmenls in Ching
and must go lo China and 388
things for himseli, The eim of the
USA and her allies is to make
Chinn the leadsr of the dovelop-
ing countries by subtly arming
and backing her. As this benofits
Israel, the powerful Jowish poljti-
clans hare In the U S push this
policy. Many simple-minded In.
dians who belleva thet the Jawish
people are friends of India ar
mistakon and actually the Jewis
people are looking after (hel
own Interests, Politiclans in
Indla must be vigllant that both
tha USA and Jewich Interosts
iay not inflltrate via thelr friand
China Inlo India and try to take
control of Indla, Mr Dutt mus|
reallse that the USA too Is ook-
Ing for her awn Inlarests and it s
the USA which |s responsible for
the pressnt political difarences

tween her and Indls. The USA
cloarly has not got over the men-
tallty of the cold war period and
fs su prmiame tole of Indla in
rolatlon o Ching and propping
Up our small neighbour. Pakistan
against us, All of us here are fquite
awars thet the USA contlnuas to

.

support Pekistan both psycholog-
ically and militarily though now
in @ more inconspicunus manner,
From time to time the Western
media manufactures (as the need
arises) data on the nuclear and
missile capabilities of Pakistan so
as o neutralise India. While

Pakistan cannct he totally -

ignored by India most objective
Indians are aware that (he heavy
industrial and technological

capabilities including the manu--

facture of steel i large quantities
are totally non-existent im Pakis-
]tjan. Hence, the only role of
akistan is thal of a proxy of the
USA and China against India.
One must remember that so as to
be able to continue the exploita-
tion ofthe resources of particu-
larly the developing countrias it
is recessary for the USA and her
allics to maintain the present
global balance.

Finally, I might inform Mr Dutt
that the Western countries are
terrified with the prospect of the
BJP coming to power in India.

These powers are quite aware

that a BJP government in India
will for sure demonstrate India’s
thermonuclear weapons capahili-
ty and the reality of the so-called
Pakistani nuclear weepons and
missile programmes wiﬁomen for
sure surface. As all impartial
axperts agree thal Pakistan has no
such indigenous capatilities,
hence the West and China are
wortied that the role of Pakistan
aa their proxy for creating rouble
against [ndia will cease in this
manner. In addition. i is also
quife likely that China will com
to the negotiating table with
i roturn Aksai

NARENDRA PALIT.
Boston (USA), 14 January.

1998

WRITTEN UNDER PSEUDO-NAME IN THE
STATESMAN (CAL.) 30 Jan,
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The U.S. and India
Sir. — [t is unfortunate that though the cold
war is substantially over. the 1;.5. continoes 1o
eriticise India from tme to zime on human
rights violations in Eashmile [t i long querdue
(it the 15, oot over s gold war mentality and
accepted thal ‘he. whale State of Jamrou and
Wastumir is leaally and mocally 4 pert of lndia.
The so-cailod charpes of hurman rights viola-
sjons by the Indian armed ferces in Kashmic are
naseless, [n fact the armed fortes lagainsl heavy
sdds) have handled the vielence by the misdi-
rected Muslim youth in Kashmic with grest pa-
tence. Only o greal democracy such as India
has the sirength and tolerance 0 handle ihe
situation in such 4 pentle Mannen The L3
chould et its own house in order first. As I8
clearly evident. the condition althe “blackman”
| Alrican-American| rather than improviog both
seonomically and inteileciually 15 in faace Turches
detérioealing. One might menlion thzit some of
the worst kind of human aghts viglations in Lhis
eepiucy, gecuered here in the U.S. Auring the

famous Tushege: experiment when black Amer-
\cans with syphilis were lelt unireated.

It is even moke surprising that the 1.5, rarely
{if ever) criticises 2 Lotalitarine regime, nameiy
Ching. for its ileaal oecupation and massive hu-
man rights viplations in Tioet. In spite of all
these violations, astonivhingly. the 0.3, contin-
aes Lo supply China with space and nuclear
technologies. Recently there were reports Lhat
China may get a sophisticated air-combal sim-
alator from the 1.5, At present very few coun-
tries in the world possess such an equipment,
Political experts in the West often circulate the
story that since China has nuisance valug, the
1.5, i teving fo contain i in- this mannec. In
reality. nothing could be farther from the truth.
For exumple, at the peak of the cold war, the
ersuwhile USSR, which sapposedly was & nui-
sapce for the 1.5, in the world arena. had trade
qnd economic SanCUons imposed against it by
the 1.8, Therefore. it becomes cleary suldent
that Ching isnot & troublemaker for te .5 In
veality it {Ching) s a loval friemsd of the T.5. as it
[ollows the line of the L3 subaly i the world.
Alsa while many of its allivs are willing to pav
the U.S, more moncy for the purchase of space
and nuclear technologies. the 0.5, as is well
known, often refises their requests buk cnker-
wains the demands of its ally, China.

it s the hiope of Indians that, instead of #cling
ax the judge und the jry. the BS. showld con-
gralulate India oi Bapdline the unfortunate vi-
olence in hashmir in sach a mild aend
democratic manner, This would cnable the 1.5,
eo huild a strong elationship with India, Many
of us [ndians here in the 1S, aiso [eef that while
ndia is @ powerlul countrys It often has a weak

\endership and hence, the [rdia bashing by the
(1.5, i tolerated by the leadership in Mew Delhi.
It is Lherefore time thil the.pes sdemal_[plis
hrought 10 poweE ey,

sala "_nu'rﬁ Lo
Brij Niith Santf. w,
Wiest Kingston, Rhade Island (LSS

THE

RITTEN BY ME UNDER PSEUDO-NAME.
Feb., 27, 1998.

INDU,

;



)
R — - g . h up AW

Ghauri was no surprﬁse these deve!opmen‘ts.' as i_t is unlikely that Ching
. . has transferred the equipment and technology

Sir, — To many of us defence and geopﬂlltical for the man nfacture of thése missiles to Pakistan
experts of Indian origin here in the West the (because this would put a huge burden on the
recent Lest-iring of the Ghauri missile by Pakis- economy of China since Pakistan lacks the in-
tan came as no surprise. As is well known there dustrial inl'rastrﬂctu're for the manufacture of
exists a strong alliance (though somewhat of an such weapons), nevertheless, the Indian lead-
invisible one) among the U.S.. China and Pakis-  argh ip must stay vigilant. A smart move by the
tan. An aggressive and assertive India, under Indian leadership wouid be to openly deploy

BIP's leadership, disturbs the global balance and ICBMs which India has the capability to do, In
this has upset the 1J.5. and its allies. Hence, the addition to this, a fey

test of a missile was sanctioned by the U.S. The tests in the 1 to 2
Main aim obviously was to crush P'S.VCh‘?IUg'-"'*\:-.linaérféiﬁéri' by India without any further hes-
‘cally the role of India in the world and also to itation :as:this will make: the U.S., China and
ity to push India to abandon its missile and. | Pakistan alliance meaningless.. - :
fuclear programmes. . : + The people of India should note that a pan-
The U.S., which has informed India that it js. icky West and a panicky China are bound. to
dismayed by Pakistan's missile test, has been. make all-ou: efforts to try to crush the emerging
Sy supplying China with space and missile role of India. Therefore, all Indian politicians
hnologies and is also known to have given  should unite and help neutralise the moves of
ijing the gentle nod (though in a subtle man- our adversaries. For example, China (as is well
Ber) as far as supplying Pakistan with missilesis  known) has no [riends in its vicinity other than
neerned. As is now well known, this so-called Pakistan. Countries such s Vietnam and North
hauri missile is nothing but a primitive CSS-5 Korea, which have serious border problems with
DUF-21) missile which China had fransferred to * China, should be helped by India. Also Ne th
kistan, As a matter of fact this CSS-5 jtself wasg - Korea, which is building a Nodong 111 misdile
iginally based on the isranli jericho-4A-1, an  with a range of more than 3000 km, should Be
olete missile, Also. rumours are being spread  given all help for its_verrtt 2, @
+ the Western media (s0 as Lo create confusion)
at (his missile originates in some country oth-
than (hina,

While the Indian public need not worry about

dWYN-OdNASd ¥V ¥IANN =W AH NHLLI¥YM
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n media that this missile
@8 in gome country other
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g game, Pakistan may be
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220 and it will be claimed by
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diy suppress the indigenous
Bdia space programme which
Bw iz more advanced than
13 5
le the Indian public dees
gl have 1o worry over these
: v -lﬂpments becnuse it is
ikely that China has trans-

v be done z0 as to polili-|

FIRING OF GHAURI

ferred the egnipment and teche
nology for the manufacture of

these missiles to Pakistan [since

Pakistan lacks an industrial
infrastructure for the manufec-
ture of such weapons), the Indian,
leadership must stay vigilant A
smarl move by the Indian leader-
ship would be to openly deploy
ICBMs, [n addition (o this, a few
thermoauciear weapon tests in
the 1 to 2 megaton range should
be undertaken by [ndia without
any further hesitatlon as this will
meke the USA-China-Pakistan
alliance meaningless,

Finally, the people of India
should note that & panicky West
aud & penicky Chine se buuind
to make ell-out efforts to try to
crush the amergmg role of India,
Thetefare, Indian politicians
should unite and hslp neutraliss
the mg-re:a Elsf our adversaries. For
example, China has no friends in
her vicinity othar than Pakistan.
Henra, conndries lika Vidtnam
and North Korea which hava
serious border problems with
Ching should be supperted by
India. Also North Korea which is
building & missile Nodong 111,
with a range of more than 3,000
kllﬂmﬁ iras. shandd baheipEd by

Sir, — So much is being
written and done about noise
pollution from loudspoakers,
crackers, ete. Nothing, howeover,
is being said or done about the
.nanst&nt loud noise poliution
from horns — not just air hoens,
but unnecessarily and continu-
ous hern blowing from cars,
buses, and tracks. 'I‘Eis“cunlzi_nu-
ous apise haz to be endured Ly
:-_n]L E:SFEH.’;;.ELU,}' those wino Jive i
flats o1 houses facing the roacs
and, wuise, nem baffic llghis

The Stateman, 25 Aprll1993
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Nuclear tests have done India proud

Sir, | am very proud of India and the present government for boldly

going ahead with the nuclear tests. India should not worry much

about the US which always plays the role of an unsolicited big

brother. What did America and Europe do when France carried out

six nuclear tests in 19957

Since the western powers have already developed their nuclear

capability, they do not want any developing country to possess it.

How strange! If the nucizar powers are really serious about

non-proliferation, all couniries, including India, must destroy their
existing arsenal together.

S. Kamla Kar

39 Hampstead, London

Sir, I congratulate the BJP-led government for resuming the testing
of nuclear devices. Clearly the BJP has now proved to be a party

which the people of India can trust, as it has shown great initiative
coupled with nationalism in taking such a bold step. it is also

_necessary that the people of India pay homage to the late Dr Homi
Bhabha who laid the foundation of nuclear research in India. P

Dr Indira Saral” e "
sarafindira@yahoo.com
78 Francis Street, Boston, MA 02115%

: primehd L



hitp://www.asianage. com/PAGES/MAIL HTM l

Far from the truth

Sir, The assertion of the workin g president of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, Mr Ashok Singhal, that the RSS was not behind the
killing of Mahatma Gandhi (20 May) is far from the truth. Let me
draw his attention to the letter which Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, s
home minister of India, wrote to M.S, Golwalkar, the then head of
the RSS, an 11 September, 1948, While referring to the role of the
RSS, the Sardar wrote; "It was not necessary to spread poison in
order to enthuse the Hindus and organise for their proiection, As g
final result of the poison, the country has to suffer the sacrifice of
the invaluable life of Gandhiji. Even an iota of [he sympathy of the
government or the pzople no more remained for the RSS. In fact
oppositior. grew. Opposition turned more sever, when the RSS men
expressed joy and distributed sweets after Gandhi ji's death "
Neelima Sharma

1 Staff Quarters, Satyawati College, Delhi

The Ulfa-Bhutan link

8ir, This is in reference to the news item, Bhutan King gets ready to
iake out Ulfa, Bodo camps (24 May). Either your correspendent got
carried away by the pubic display of emotion by the people of Haa
district in Bhutan, as reported in the last issue of the Bhutanese
government mouthpiece Kuensel, or he was totally unaware of the
actual situation that prevails in the country. He should have done his
hamework properly nstead of simply quoting a bias government
publication.

It would have been more interesting to the readers if he had delved
into how the militants actually began staying in Bhutan. Who laid
the red carpet welcome? It is interesting that the King now feigns
concern and tries to mouth his words through some innocent
villagers who do not even know what Ulfa or Bodo means,

It is clear that the King — by mentioning "non-military means™ —
I8 trying to shield his failure. The report of flushing out militants
from Bhutan is simply an eyewash for the Indian public and the
govemment. And the "senior home ministry official in New Delhi"
should realise this before more cotton wool is wasted to veil the
reality.

C.B. Dahal

Birtamod, Jhapa, Nepal

Chinese checker

8ir, Latzly there has been a lot of unjustified criticism of Mr George

Fernances for his approach towards China. | tully endorse the

aititude of Mr Fernandes towards China. While we do not have (v

start a war with China, we must make it clearto that nation that

Indra will not tolerate the transfer of nuclear and rmussile technology

to Pakistan,

The BIP is to be appreciated for reversing the past non-reactive ,
Indian policy towards China. The previous [ndian governmenis had

an ostrich-like attitude towards China. Also, the Westemn media was

busy feeding the Indian media with false data on the economic and

military capabilities of their friend China. India at present has an

edge over China in cenventional weaponry and also our nuclear

capability may actually be more advanced than that of the Chinese.

While improvement of relations with China is a must, appeasement

4id giving aWseany, [ndian territory is nat the way to proceed.
Dr Narendra Khardoori '

842 Penohscol Blvd., Detroit,
Ml 48226
Who cares?

Sir, Why is it so hard (o avail basic facilities like getting your phone
repaired or setting the eable TV man to ses why the reception of
your channels is so poor? And then we want to be part of the
nuclearali and talk of our scientific prowess in international circles.
What is the need of the hour? Is is uol 10 make life comfortable for
the ordinary citizens or is it fo join the Rig Five Club and feel
jubtlant about the fact that India can at least brush shoulders with

05/29/98 10:07:01




To many of us defence and geopolitical
of Indian origin here in the West the
§ test-firing of the Ghauri missile by Pakis-
e as no surprise. As is well known there
strong alliance (though somewhat ofan
e one) among the U.S., China and Pakis-
An aggressive and assertive India, under
¢t leadership, disturbs the global balance and

as upset the U.S. and its allies. Hence, the
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B aim obviously was to crush psycholog-:

Sear programimes. :
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sy supplying China with space and missile
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sing the gentle nod (though in a subtle man-
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wcerned. As is now well known, this so-called
hauri missile is nothing but a primiiive C8S-5
¥ 21) missile which China had transferred to
dstan. As a matter of fact this CSS-5 itself was
sginally based on the Israeli jericho-4A-1, an
solete missile. Also, rumours are being spread
+ the Western media (so as to create confusion)
bt this missile originates in some country oth-
i than China.

While the Indian public need not worry about

wnaved by Pakistan's missile test, has been

N o

these developraents, as it is unlikely that China
has transferred th& equipment and technology
for the manufacture of these missiles to Pakistan
(because this would put a huge burden on the
economy of China since Pakistan lacks the in-
dustrial infrastructure for the manufacture of
such weapons), neverthcless, the Indian lead-
ership must stay vigilant. A smart move by the
Indian leadership would be to openly deploy
ICBMs which India has the capability to do. In
addition to this, a few thermonuclear weapon
tests in the 1 to 2 megaton range should be

; " undertaken by India without any further hes-
s the role of India in the world and alss to -
%o push India to abandon its missile and.

station as this will make the U.S., China and

‘Pakistan aliance meaningless.

The people of India should note that a pan-
icky West and a panicky China are bound to
make ail-ou: efforts to try to crush the emerging
role of India. Therefore, all Indian politicians
should unite and help neutralise the moves of
our adversaries. For example, China (as is well
known) has no friends in its vicinity other than
Pakistan. Countries such as Vietnam and North
Korea, which have serious border problems with
China, should be helped by India. Also North
Korea, which iz building a Nodong 111 missile
with a range of more than 3000 km, should te
given all help for its venture,.

. Narendra Paii
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%, Who cares? .

Sir, Lately there has been a lot of unjustified criticism of Mr Geuorge
Fernandes for his approach towards China. I fully endorse the
attitude of Mr Fernandes towards China, While we do not have to
start a war with China, we must make it clear to that nation that
India will not tolerate the transfer of nuclear and missile technology
to Pakistan.
The BIP is to be appreciated for reversing the past non-reactive
Indian policy towards China. The previous indian governments had
an ostrich-like attitude towards China. Also, the Western media was
busy feeding the Indian media with false data on the economic and
military capabilities of their friend China. India at present has an
edge over China in conventional weaponry and also our nuclear
capability may actually be more advanced than that of the Chinese.
While improvement of relations with China is a must, appeasement
oiving.away any Indian territory is not the way to proceed.

842 Penﬂ‘hsmt'vd., trnitg P °

Sir, Why is it so hard to avail basic facilities like getting your phone
repaired or getting the cable TV man to see why the reception of
your channels is so poor? And then we want to be part of the
huclearati and talk of our scientific prowess in international circles.
What is the need of the hour? Is is not to make life comfortable for
the ordinary citizens or is it to join the Big Five Club and feel
jubilant about the fact that India can at least brush shoulders with
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The road ahead

Sir, 1 feel that the Indian government and media has been caught
somewhat unawares by the so called nuclear tests that Pakistan
claims to have conducted. | hope the people of India will not get
aggravated by this news but will stop to anaiyse the issues before
making any judgements or decisions. First it needs to be confirmed
that these tests were actually nuclear explosions. Secondly there is
also strong cvidence to suggest that the US may have shifted some
of its nuclear weapons to Pakistan and tested these devices there in
order to send a warning to India. The movzment of many US ships
and aircraft towards Pakistan in the last two weeks can perhaps be
best explained by this. As is well known the US is an expert in
doing things in an underhanded and concealed manner.

Finally, I want to congratulate the BJP its display of guts and
declaring India a nuclear weapons power. It is also the hope of
many of us that India will now further enlarge her nuclear arsenal.
Nuclaar 1estmg must be resumed and pushed forward. We allow the

Dr. Indxm Sam =
Boston, USA
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, The US has and will always scck to terminate India’s nuclear

d missile programme which wil! enable it to maintain the global
ance in its favour.

that India has tilted the balance, the US is trying to regain its
dremacy by using Pakistan as a base for testing nuclear weapons.
€ need of the hour for the Indian people and politicians is to

oport the BJP povernment and sce to if that the Indian nuclear and

ssile programme arc only pushed faster from now on. It may cost
¢ money now but on a long term basis this investment is sure to

dividends lo the nation. - .
duld like to adwjﬂjw BJP government at the
tc has so far done an excellent job. D
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Sir, The Incdians are filled with a sense of pride after the testing of the nuclear devices
at Pokhran. Irrespective of religious sentiments, the bomb has ignited feelings of
nationalism. The necessity and possible repercussions of conducting these tests can
be answered by scientists who made the bomb. Those who are raising their voices in
protest against the tests should first hear them out and then be voczl about their
negative attitude.

Sarbasree Chakraborty

Howrah

Sir, As soon as the BJP-led government detonated nuclear weapons in India, the
power structure imposed on India by the US and her allies became meanin gless.
It is quite clear that Pakistan did not have a nuclear bomb since she was unable to
react to India’s move for almost two weeks. It is only after a US delegation visited
Pakistan that they exploded "something” that resembled a nuclear device.
Western media has all but declared the Pakistani bambs as duds but the reasons for
this are purely political. These stories have been carefully planted to give the
impression thal Pakistan is genuinely testing her own bombs. The US has instigated
the media to unleash propaganda war in order to psychologically depress India and
prop Pakistan so that it can tilt global balance in its favour, The aim is to try to
destabilise the effective and aggressive leadership which exists in India at present.
As anticipated Pakistan is being used as bait by her sponsors (o get India to sign the
CTBT. Rather than signing it, India mus: push for total global nuclear disarmament.
And as far as Pakistan goes India has nothing to fear. Pakistan has no know rEServes
of uranium and her nuclear facilities are rather insignificant. In short everything
Pakistan has is being given to it. The US is informing the world that they have placed
sanctions on Pakistan but in reality they continue to help.
I hope India will continue to enhance her missile and nuclear programmes without
any inhibition. This must, however, be done in a calculated way so that we gain
=dulitanlyand politically and do not exhaust our resources.

Prof. Swaran Singh Sidlhiu—=
Dayton, Ohio USA
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fter India helped East Pakistan
me Bangladesh in 1971, the
ancc of power has totally shiﬂecl
India’s faver. With such enor-
jus conventionalsuperiority over
cistan, Indiacould aimostdictate
iplomatic solution to the Kash-
- problem. By injectingatom into
element, the wholexegion has
some 0 volatile that it can ex-
jde at any moment. The war-
1ds and the bombs are not going | 5=
be confined to the desert sand
¢y may alrcady be pointing to-
irds Karachi and Bombay,q
hore and Lucknow. L
‘ndia and Pakistan are two of the
ystdesperately poornations in the.
irid. Tt was pathetic to see wild
silation by groups of hungry&
ople against slum-like back
sunds. Ung big reasen the two
untries are o poor, is the amount
natiorral budget they allocate tos
sir defense.
|ndia may gain domestic clout
th its ﬂ:pimmns Paktatan may

kely internationalize the
sue and hold plebiscite

rward 1o tﬁe year 2000 and se-
;t candidates who are friendly to
dia.

© 5% Satyen Das, CA

’oq

—aware as to what is Izapperling i,
~our neighborhood. As suon as the.
~BJP led povernment exploded

but to find a trilateral solution.
The issue here is not just nuclear
Weapons or Kashmir, but also tlie
Chinese occupation of India’s ter-
ritory, Tibet and its hand in prolif-
eration of nuclear weapons.
Pakistan’s logic thatJammu and

s:tan. The all weatherroad buill by
China in POK is @ conduit for

Chinese military power to be
transferred for use in China’s in-
tervention in the Persian Gulf.
Pakistan now prizes itSstatusas
a nuclean: weapon state more ﬂ'raq_

also investigate how did Pakistan 7
finance it's nuclear weapan’s pw’-
gram? Where did the bﬂ{uﬂs Gf
dollars come from? -
Dr. An]all Varma Fields
US Defense Research Scientist™
(1984 - 1991)

US Game With India is Now Techmcally Over

I am hopeful that by now the
wpeaple and pohnmaus of Indiaare

I~ nuclearweapons, theattificialbal-

ance forcedon Indiaby the US and

Yits allies became meaningless.

3 Mareover, clearly as Pakistan did

*not have a nuclear bomb itwasnot ©
ible to react to the Indian moyes

a
2@r more than two weeks. Itisonly

fiera US military delegation vis-

Ssited Pakistan did they explode
Jsomething that looked like a
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es At present only
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have been carefullypl
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After these events, the US Ied

Western media unleashed a pro-
paganda war so as to psychologi-
cally depress India and prop up
Pakistan in crder to try tosalvage.

\the global balance. The aim of'this

propaganda was also to try to de-
stabilize theeffective and agares-
sive leadership which exists in.
India at present.

As anticipated Pakistan has a
bait and is willing 1o sign the
CTBT elc, if India joins in too.
India must neyver sign the CTET
as this is a trap, Rather than sign-
ing the CTBT, india must now
push for total global nuclear dis-
armament.

In general, India has even now
ng 1o WOrTy abuut as Paki-

industrial basc and has very few
metallurgical resources. 1t does

i Mmhaveachem‘mal indus-

‘<o 3 to produce fuel for mis-
[Recently there are reports

It isalso welldmown that now :%,
US is filly entrenchied in F.‘qk!ﬁtan, ’
astheyery survivalof P
depends ¢ onthe US. -
In fact recently Benazir Bhutm

was not too pleased on this aceount
with the Nawaz Sharif, gai?emineﬁt
Jtmust be mentioned while the US
and its allies are mfgrmnrg the
world that they have place

tions on Pakistan, in 'raamy ‘Ihﬁ
continue to help Pak}&tm ‘theugh
not in an evident manner.

We Indians hope that Inﬁ’wm
now-continue ltsmlssdemdmwiear
program without any inhibition.

This must, however, be done ina
caloulated way so that it gains mili-
tarily and politically and norex-

the US will match that for Pakistan.
' not de

In shart na'powm' an eerth can
now prevent India from werg;ng
_as. agiohak SUPETpOWeEr. in the 1

umall) over. s
Prof Swarhn Siqgll

. Belong

" One of the readers has raised a _

interestingquestionaboutour
ace to the US or India (U
98). As an American citizen,
my.‘_ egiance is to the Constitu:
ited States and not

to*!ﬁ'ty ual or official.
The voilstittitian guarantecs
freedom of speech and encourages
“hé Hitizeis Ad Participate in the

5

-

‘political process through media
and election

The current administration
pﬂhcyannuclem‘nonprolltbrauun
is faulty. Moreover, it is opposed

{0 the notionof equulity enshrined.

in the constitution, This is why.
even though my loyalty is: to this
couhthy, T Have' dDM%u the
%ﬁﬂ&ﬁes&hﬂk&ﬁ%ﬁ@&ﬂﬁﬁﬁ@

~ Bven F’részden’tﬁhnton opposed
the Vietnamt Wat, but this did not
mean thathis ai[&gmmthe coun-
try-was less than the hawks of the
Vietram War. o
ool :ug’lrw?gamq’am
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Send in your letters and comments now

Disinformation on the Tests

Many of us Indians living here in the West believe that it is
somewhal over due that the media in India scrutinize all the data
that is fed to it by the Western agencies. A concrete example of this
pertains to all the disinformation that has been and is being spread
in India by the Western media regarding the Pakistani nuclear tests.
Many of us, experts of Indian origin who have carried out detailed
analysis of the nuclear tests carried out by Pakistan, are now coming
up with similar conclusions. For instance Pakistan falsely claimed
that she carried out five nuclear device tests on May 28, 1998.
However, all the scientific and intelligence data which has been
gathered so far on these tests makes clearly that Pakistan only

— lested one nuclear device in the 8-10 kiloton yield on that day.
Following this on May 30 Pakistan again claimed that she carried out
a nuclear test. However, all sources (including the Jane's Defence
Weekly) agree that this test generated about one kiloton of yield.
Moreover, many experts are of the opinion that Pakistan may have
either detonated a conventional explosive or used low enriched
Uranium-235 for this test which resulted in the device fizzling out. On
Lhe palitical end, one might mention that the Western countries are
trying systematically and covertly to dislodge the effective BJP-led
government in India. To achieve these goals these countries are
also busy wtilizing the services of the corrupt politicians in India. It is
my hope that the people of India will stay vigilant and frustrate the
plans of these countries. Moreover, also the Western media will
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leadership which exists in India
at present.

Now as anticipated, Pakistan
as a hait of her sponsors is will-
ing to sign the CTBT if India joins
in too. India must never sign the
CTBT as this is a trap. Rather
than signing the CTBT, India
must now push for total global
fuelear disarmament. In general,
India has even now nothing to
worry about as Pakistan has no

known reserves of Uranium ore

and her nuclear facilities are
rather small and insignificant.
She docs not even have a
chemical industry so as to produce
fuel for the missiles, Also there
are reports recently that the US
is requesting Russia to ask her
friend North Korea to supply some
missiles to Pakistan. In short,

_____

In fact, recen

tly ‘Benazir
Bhutto was not too pleased on this

e With Nuclear Programs

account with Nawaz Sharif gov-
ernment. It must be mentioned
that while the US and her allies
are informing the world that they
have placed sanctions on Paki-
stan, but in reality, the US and
her friends continue to help Paki-
stan, though not ip'a too evident
manner,

We Indians-hope that India
will now contigue her missile and
nuclear programs without any in-
hibition, This must, however, be
done in a caleulated way so that
we gain militarily and politically
and doti't exhaust our resources.

One might mention that the
competition of India is now with
the US as every bomb India now
teats, the US will match that for
Pakistan. However, this must in
no way deter us from continuing
gur missile and puclear testing.
In short, no power on earth can
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healthy democratic practices and corruption-
[ree governance as powerfully epitomised by its
founder, the Jan Morcha, apart from being a
parody namewise, cannot hope to present any
serious challenge to either the U.E or the BJP

Mr. Yadav's gameplan seems to be to work for
a coalition at the Centre in which he will be a
[orce to reckon with (while keeping himself in
Bihar) so that he can e¢nsure a decent burial of
the cases against him.

N. K. Suryanarayanan, Bangalore

‘Give BJP a chance’

Sir, — The recent collapse of the U.E Govern-
ment did not come as a surprise to many of us
Indians here in the US. This was more than
anticipated as the Congress(I) in recent years
has developed into a tctally opportunistic orga-
nisation which in no way seems to care for the
future of India. Gone isthe Congress of the peri-
od of Mahatma Gandhiand Pandit Nehru which
was totally dedicated tp the nation.

Also in recent yearsithe Congress(l) seems to
have moved away from the concept of indige-
nous industry towards|the policy of bringing in
multinationals and iniport of goods. Probably
tor this reason the Congress(I) seems to want
Ms. Sonia Gandhi to lead the organisation. The
Linited Front also — other than having a counle
of good pcople such as Mr. Gujral — remins an
organisation with no concrete policies. Unfortu-
nately both the Congress(I) and the U.F are
spending most of their reseurces on opposing
the BJP rather than on formulating a policy

wen i
— i 107,

an exceptionally nalfrta. gt t also N
an image of being « pa %‘E‘E‘:::Y ;M,;benj_
general have a repulation for being wonest a
dedicated. |
Many who oppose the BJP often mention i
it is a fundamentalisi, Hindu organisation, Sy
a charge is totally baseless. The BjP-mile
many States in India has demonstrated wit
doubt that this party’ treats all the people
the same yardstick, be they minority or |
ity. In fact during my recent visit to India
to Rajasthan and wa s delighted to, observe
my Muslim {riends th ¢re were more than
fied with the BJP Govestunent led by Mr. B
Singh Shekhawat. ;
Nevertheless, the people of India Lave t
alert to the fact that imany foreign .
going to leave no stone untiurn
B}P from coming to power. . . ;
This is due to the fact that many ¢ountri
worried about the nationalistic and aggra
stance of the BJP as this approach will surely
an end to all the political and military ga
that these counlricsassiyiiraranst nd

Devaraj Nadar, A rdmore, Oklahoma (
idvantage lost

Sir, — The price India has paid and is pa
for the dilly-dallying o the past five or six yes
in the missiies field is clearly brought out by |

Atul Anejain the article, “Ghauri ¢

hange
rity equations” (The Hindu, Jan. 6) and in ye
Bditorial, “iissile imperatives” (Jan. 7). At
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Letters to the Editor

The Real Culprit

Why don't the so-called anti-nuclear weapons activists (who for
sure have subtle support from the Western countries) in India hold
a demonstration against the US which has more than 20,000
nuclear weapons in its arsenal? In fact, the US continues to refine
its nuclear arsenal.

The US and her allies have been using Pakistan as a proxy to
threaten India. Hence it is necessary that these activists in India
target the US which is the real culprit rather than the Indian
government. The US, which wants to lead the world, should set an
example and initiate the process of nuclear disarmament rather
than criticise Ind1a Wthh has 2 preached non- violence,

Sahgmm Ghosh via Internet
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Send in your letters and comments now

Government has to beware of US designs
Many of us Indians living here in Brazil are delighted in the manner in which India is
marching ahead due to the effective BJP-led government in India at present. Itis,
hence, natural that certain fifth-columnists in India with the backing of some Western
countries will try to destabilize or even try to get rid of the present government in
India. Also at present many Western countries are perturbed with India because she
is now a declared nuclear weapons state. These countries are trying their level best to
reverse this process. Unfortunately these people have no understanding of the
inherent strength of the Indian civilization, hence, these people are not aware that
they for sure are doomed to fail in this area. In addition to this a trap is also being laid
by the U.S. and her allies to try to trick India in o signing the CTBT. The leadership in
India therefore must stay vigilant and not get seduced and compromise in this area. It
must be noted that Pakistan continues to be a base for the U.S., for her (U.S.)
operations against India and also the nuclear and missile programmes of Pakistan are
non-existent on their own. Actually the nuclear and missile pragrammes of Pakistan
are only the appendages of the U.S. and also the Chinese programmes. Moreover,
the special relationship between Pakistan and
the U.S. becomes more than evident in the manner in which Pakistan has transferred
Mohammed Saddig Odeh and others (suspects in the bombing of the American
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania) indirectly to the FBI. It must be rememered that
earlier Pakistan even allowed U.S. troops lo enter Pakistani soil and capture Mir Amal
Kansi (a Pakistani citizen) who was alleged to have been involved in the slaying of -
some CIA agents. | would also like to congratulate the present government for its
efficacious approach towards terrorism in Kashmir.
YOurs Rl

Ramesh Saraf
<rameshsaraf@mailexcite.corg
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; e of the Fifth Columnists

us [ndians living here in Brazil are delighted in the manner in which India is marching ahead due to the effective BJP
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n to this a trap is also being laid by the U.S. and her allies to try to trick India in to signing the CTBT. The leadership
erefore must stay vigilart and nol get seduced and compromise in ths area. It must be noted that Pakistan
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in Kenya and Tanzania) indirectly to the FBI. It must be remembared that earlier Pakistan even alowed US troops
e Pakistani soil and capture Kansi (a Pakistani citizen) who was alleged to have been involved in the slayings of
agents. As is well entertained that no self-respecting soversign naticn for sure will tolerats foreign troops on her
Il o like to congratulate the present government in India for their efficacious approach towards terrorism

T,

sh Saraf
aneiro

(8/28/98 11:25:56




®,

you thing!

i
iai

By Chat

Sower
S=1S Forum
= Careers
=s Forum

=Ker

ord
=at Ad

hitp:/fwww .expressindia.com/features/ieiters/let10. him

LETTERS TO THE

Delighted in the manner in which India is marching ahead due to the
eftective B.J.P. led government

Dear Sir,

Many of us Incians living here in Brazil are delighted in the manner in which
India is marching ahzad due to the effective B.J.P led government in India at
present. It is, hence, natural that certain fifth-columnists in India with the
backing of some Western countries will try to destabilize or even try to get rid
of the present government in India. Also at present many Western countries are
perturbed with India because she (India) is now a declared nuclear weapons
state. These countries are rying their level best to reverse this process.
Unfortunately thesc people have no understanding of the iuherent sirength of
the Indian civilization, hence, these people are not aware that they for sure arc
doomed to fail in this area, _

In addition to this a trap is also being laid by the U.S. and her allies to try to
trick India into signing the CTBT. The leadership in India therefore must stay
vigilant and not get seduced and compromise in this area. It must be noted that
Pakistan continues to be a base for the U.S. for her (U.S.) operations against
India and also the nuclear and missile programmes of Pakistan are non-existent
on their own. Actually the nuclear and missile programmes of Pakistan are only
the appendages of the U.S. and also the Chincse programmes. Morcover, {lic
special relationship between Pakistan and the U.S. becomes more than evident
in the manner in which Pakistan has transferred Mohammed Saddiq Odeh and
others (suspects in the bombing of the American embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania) indirectly to the FBI. It must be rememered that earlier Pakistan even
allowed U.S. troops to enter the Pakistani soil and capture Mr. Kansi (a
Pakistani citizen) who was alleged to have been involved in the slayings of
some CIA agents. No self-respecting sovereign nation for sure will tolerats
foreign troops on her soil. Finally. [ would also like to congratulate the present
government in India for thair efficecious apfiroach towards terrorism in
Kashmir.

r. Ramesh Saraf, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

(9/08/98 (6:25:15
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LETTERS TO THE

B
What is happening around us....

sial

B  Dear Sir,
[ am hopeful that by now the people and politicians of India are
aware as to what is happening in our neighborhood. As soon &s
the B.J.P. led government exploded nuclear weapons the

E artificial balance forced on India by the U.S. and her allies

83t became meaningless. Moreover, clearly as Pakistan did not
have a nuclear bomb she was not able to react to the Indian
moves for more than two wecks, It is only after a U.S. military
delegation visited Pakistan that Pakistan did explode something
that looked like a nuclear device. Moreover, some of the
Palistani bombs have been referred to as duds by the Western
media only for political reasons. These stories have been
carefully planted
i to give the impression that Pakistan is genuinely testing her
i own bombs.
After these events the U.S. led Western media unleashed a
propzganda war
so as to psychologically depress India and prop of Pakistan in
order to trv to salvage the global balance. The aim of this
propaganda was also to try to destabilize the effective and
aggressive leadership which exists in India at present.

%

Also Pakistan as a bait for her sponsors is often mentioning that
she (Pakistan) is willing to sign the CTBT etc., if India joins in
too. India must never sign the CTBT as this is a trap. Rather
than signing the CTBT Incia must now push for total global
—= nuclear disarmament. It is also unfortunate that not only does
the U.S. continue to arm Pakistan (though now in a more subtle
manner) but also the (U.S.) is providing Pakistan with satellite
images of Indian military positions, so as to enable the former
to continue her covert war in Kashmir. Also often the U.S.
raises the Kashmir issue in the international arena in
order to blackmail India. Although it 15 well known that the
whole State
of Jammu And Kashmir is legally and morally & parl of India.
Moreover,
rarcly does the U.S. raisc the Tibet 1ssuce though China has
illegally
annexed Tibet. Basically there are two reasons for this U.S.
| approach -
I iﬁwardss Irdia and China. Firstly, China is a known ally of the

e U.S.

[

£
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Secondly, also most credible experts now are of the opinion
that India

has now emerged militarily and industrially more powerful
than China. As

this disturbs the global balance (which in the past was
favorable towards the U.S.), hence, this U.S. political game.
However, if the U.S. persists in raising the Kashmir issue India
must not hesitate to raise the issue of "the

Blackman” (African American) in the U.N. etc. The African
American has

been used as a beast of burden here in the U.S. and his
condition only gets worse with the time.

In general India has even now nothing to worry about as
Pekistan hes no

known reserves of Uranium ore and her nuclear faciiities ar
rather small and insignificant. Moreover, Pakistan lacks a
heavy industrial base and has also very few metallurgical
resources. She does not even have a chemical mndustry so as to
produce fuel for missiles. Also recently there are reports that
the U.S. is requesting Russia that Russia ask her friend North
Korea to supply some missiles to Pakistan. In short everything
Pakistan has is being given to her by her sponsors. It is also
well known that now the U.S. is fully entrenched in Pakistan,
as the very survival of Pakistan now depends on the U.S. In
fact

recently Benazir Bhutto was not too pleased on this account
with the Nawaz Sharif government, It must be mentioned wh:le
the U.S. and her allies are informin g the world that they have
placed sanctions on Pakistan but in reality the U.S. and her
friends continue to help Pakistan in every arca, though not in a
too evident manner. We Indizns hope that Incia will now
continue her missile and nuclear programmes without any
mhibition. This must, however, be done in a calculated way so
that we gain militarily and politically and do not exhaust our
resources. One might mention that the competition of India is
now with the U.S. as for every bomb India now tests the U.S.
will match that for Pakistan, However, this must in no way
deter us from continuing our missile and nuclear testing. In
short no power on earth can now prevent India from emerging
as a global superpower in the near future, The U.S. game 1s
technically over! Finally, I would like to congratulate the B.J.P.
led government in India [or appointing a brillant and effective
defense minist Mr. George Fernandes.

Praf. Swaran Singh Sidhu, Dayton, Ohio, USA

10/17
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P J Stewart
England

Proud India

Many of us Indians living here in Brazil are delighted in the manner in which India is
marching ahead due to the effective BJP led government in India at present. It is,
hence, natural that certain fifth-columnists in India with the backing of soma Westemn
countrieé,will try to destabilze or even 1ry to get rid of the present governmment in India,
Also many Western countrias are perturbed with India because she is now a declared
nuclear weapons state.

These countries are trying teir level best to reverse this process. Unfortunately these
people have no urderstanciriy of the inherent strength of the Indian civilization, hence,
these people are not aware that they are for sure doomed to fail in this area. In addition
a trap is being laid by the U.S. and her allies to try to trick Irdia in to signing the CTRT
The ﬁaadership in India must stay vigilant and not cet seduced and compromise in this
area. It must be noted that Pakistan continues to b2 a base of the U.S_, for her
operations against India ard aiso the nuclear and missile programs of Pakistan are
non existeni on their own.

Actually the nuclear and missile programs of Pakistan are cnly appendages of the U.S.
and also the Chinese programs. It is known without doubt that Pakistan does nol even
have Uranium ore of her own, the key ingredient for nuclear weapons. It is alzo now
known for sure that the so called Pakistani nuclear explosicn was a joint U.S. and
Chinese effort.

Meoreover, most impartial experts are of the opinion that India now is militzrily,
industrially and sciertifically more advanced than China. Since China is a strategic ally
of the U.S., therefore, the U.S. does not seem 1o lixe a mors powerful India. Hence, the
U.S. props up both China and the midget Pakistan ¢

against India in order to try o 3alvz: e the giobal balance. As is well known the glooal
balance prior to May 1998 was for sure to the advantage of the U.S.

It migiit also be interssting to point out that mainland China still has not produced a
single Nabel Prize. Also the total number of Nobel Prizes won hy Chinese (all working
in the U.8. and also U.S. citizens) is just four. While in comparison Indians now have
six Nobel Prizes to their credit and four of these have been won by Indian citizens. This
clearly gives some indication of the status of the development of mainland China in
relation to India. In general the Western media continues to grossly exaggerate the
economic, military capabiiities ete. of their ally China.

Moreover,the special relationship between Pakistan and the U.S. becomes more than
avident in the manner in which Pakistan has transferred Mohammed Saddiq Odeh and
others (suspects in the bombing of the American embassies in Kenya and Tanzania)
indirectly to the FBI. It must be rememberad that 2arlier Pakistan even allowed U S.
troops to enter the Fakistani soil and capture Kansi (a Pakistani citizen) who was
allzged to have heen involved in the slayings of some ClAagents. As is well

enﬁenained that no self-respecting sovereign nation will &#lerate foreign troops on her
soil.

Cinally, | woul

also like to congratulate ths present government in India “or their
efficacious ap

ach towards terrorism in Kashmir. [n addition we Indians here in Brazil
Farnandes as the defence minister of India. The man has guts and

Dr. R Saraf
Brazil

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Have you felt strongly akbout anything that you may have read or sesn?
If s0, do feel free to write in.

If you have any comments or suggestions,

11/27/98 1:41 PM
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obtain U.S. loans, it does not want to alftagénigj&?
the pewerful Jewish lobby there. As such, even
the recent missiles transferred to. Pakistan by
China are based on the Israeli Jeficho missile, It
is indeed a paradox that the CSS-2 missiles sold:-
by China to Saudi Arabia were also assembled
partially in Israel. | AT .
Actually, the powerful Jewish politicians have
several aims. Firsily, they want to prop up Israel.
in the world media to enable it (Israel) have the
great power. Secondly, the Jewish
lobby wants to push Pakistan against India, so
thatin the process all Isiamic fandamentalism ig
- directed towards India and not against Isracl,
Thirdly, while the U.S. Jewish lobby is harming
'India politically, it is spreading stories via paid
Pakistaai journalists that Israel and India are
~friends and Israel is selling arms to India and
aiso truming the Indian Army. The reasons for
~ this ‘ar: clear as this gives the impression that
Israel {in reality a country which is dependent
~ on the U.S. for its own survival) is a great power.
Fourthly, the Jewish lobby in the U.S. is keen
that [ndia play second fiddle to China. The rea-
sons are sell evident: A mititarily more powertul
India destroys the Kissinger plan of wrecking
the CIS via China. One hopes the leadership in
India will stay vigilant to the moves by the Chi-
na, U.S., Israel and Pakistan axis and safeguard
lina and the U.S:Jewish Indian interests by testing nucleas.desiecs and
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. image of a

&ty propping up China. In.
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Lal Bose, Houston, (U.S.
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“I-(;dla and China

Sir, — | write with reference to the articlc;

“India blocks display of SU-30 in Moscow’
(e (at, Aug. (1 6y €iF. Atul Aneja. The
author mentions that Russia has sold SU-27s to
China. In fact both Russia and China are at
loggerheads and such a sale would break all the
laws of conventional wisdom. As is well known,
for a long period (since 1971) Israel has been
Cosinduii for the supply of 1.8, weapons lech-
nology to a militarily backward China, as a re-
sult of which Russia and Israel are also at
loggerheads. It is well known that Iran is being
heavily armed by Russia and also an Iranian.
backed Ii:mas is responsible for the attacks in
Israel. Thus, this chain of events makes the pic-
ture guite clear,
All these false stories of weapons sales by Rus-
sia to China have been clearly planted by West-
ern intelligence sources to salvage the situation
for China which is rapidly losing friends in the
world (particularly in the Middle East) due to its
(China's) sirong ties with Israel and with the
powerlul Jewish politicians mainly in the US.
Also ramours are spread to implicate India with
Israel to create confusion which benefits China
and its Western friends.
[t might also be interesting to point out that
the Western world grossly exaggerates the mil-
ritary and economic achievements of agbackward
China. The main aim of this is to let the balance
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in the world stay status quo and also to l_u re lr'ld.iu
into the American trap by getting lnd_m to join
the U.S. against China, while in reality China
will be workn;g for the 1.5,

While economic liberalisation is a must, one
iaust remember that the multinationals are
toming to India, not to enrich the country but
only themselves. In fact, cautious liberalisation
is the way to go to stimulate local industries by
ineans of competition with world class products
rather than blindly bringing in multinationals
and thereby making India a satellite economy of
the West.

I recently iravelled extensively in China and o
careful comparison with India made me feel
proud of our countey, Not only has Indis main-
lained its ancient culture, while China hos com-
promised its culture by following the Marxist
approach, but India has also for sure a military,
industrial and scientific edge over Chins. What
India needs now is an aggressive group of plan-
ners who can place it at the helm of the world
affairs in the 21st century.

.. Anand Sircar, London -
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unstinting assistance offered by various

around the globe, both materially and
s of expertise, in arresting the flames. As
% become painfully aware, environmental
1s often cross national boundaries and
2ht of one country can become the predic-
of another. As Indonesia promises to

sent Linited kront Lovernment, ail o1 the,

flexible and somewhat amorphous, willing
to change their garbs and names if that
would help them consolidate their occupan-
cy of the middle ground, and averse g ‘the
politics of the extremes on cither side of the
middle. In varying degrees, all of them are

unscrupulous logging an

H €
Or

Mr. Nawaz Sharif. The idea is
ir. Sharif will speak only at the
# agenda and when Mr. Gujral
t the world body, Kashmir auto-
Is the international time-table.

slan did not work, because Mr.
shed aside Mr. Sharif's postures

ion.”” This is what Mr. Gujral
e C.N.

Minister's silence was most elo-
message was loud and clear to be
islamabad from New York. Every-
tands that Kashmir is only a
land it will at no time become the
yone else.

K, Venkatasubramanian, Chennai

uclear capability

s with reference to Mr.C.Raja Mo-

“India in a nuclear limbo™
ug. 21). I as a nuclear engineer
riter did not do his scientific and
ork. Thanks mainly to Dr.Homi
Bdian nuclear energy programme
he second largest indigenous pro-
ia after that of Japan. While the
ol nuclear power plants has been
icades now in India, China com-
'and only indigenous power plant
itt) at Qinshan in Fejiang Prov-
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nies and evolve stricter forestry manage-
8. the community of nations would do
pull out all the stops in combating what
ly a disaster of planetary proportions.

2e Gita points out that sometimes

d plantation

way.
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ince in December 1991, that too with generous
Israeli help. Moreover, based on reliable infor-

~mation, the design of this plant seems to be
rather unsatisfactory and it has yet not been
able to reach its full capacity of power gener-
ation. The other two 900 megawatt reactors at
Daya Bay in Guangdong Province were totally
constructed by a U.S-French consortium as part
of agreements between President Reagan and
the then Chinese Prime Minister, Mr. Zhao Zi-
vang. Reportedly one of the reactors of this plant
;.vas recently shut down due to technical prob-
ems.

I do, however, agree with Mr.Raja Mohan on
the nuclear weapons issue. Like most Indians I
do feel that India must further demonstrate its
nuclear weapons capability. In fact, India,
whose capability to manufacture nuclear weap-
ons has been well documented since 1960,
made a grave error (as history has shown) to
have waited till 1974, when it demonstrated its
nuclear weapons capability with a sophisticated
device. Further nuclear explosion tests will cer-
tainly be helpful in removing any ambiguity or
scepticism that some countries seem to have at
present pertaining to [ndian’s nucle ons
capability.

Tara Srinivasan, Princeton (U.S.)

" \
Pensioners’ hope

Sir, — It is the misfortune of the aged and
ailing pensioners that they have been betrayed
by the group of Ministers and the JCM members.
The issues concerning the pensioners have been
thrown back to the authorities concerned to be
decided in consultation with the pensioners’ as-
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whether in India or abroad, dq
N%—? e T Tony feal the tim

8 is ripe that the peq.
ple of India, irespective of thejr
religion, caste or ethnic back-
ground be treated with (le same
crilerion on al issues, It is also

Yours, etc,, SALIGRAM NAIDU,
Exion (UsA), September 26,
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Sir, — It is unfortunatg that the for
political leadership in India, (g th
show the world is secular and =
50 to gain mincrity votps, goes In-
overboard in dﬂmnnslrating 50G- or-
ularism by making the Hindu ces
Population sufter. A concrete sh-
example of this flawed policy is of
L] Taii 1 the case of the Hindus ™ of :
- ght ajlba.ﬂ. Kashmir, While 110 0ne can deny ver
Taliban control about, tyg. the fnorality. nalionalism and iti-
EDirds of Afghanistay PO | gpod intentions of 1he Prime hi
sland g theveryggtenfMaw. 5 Is
i-Shari 1t 1. Bei% Tty Minister, one neverthelegs
that India shoulq oy the | hopes the fiooent leadershi Y -
world opinion g Prevent will show initiative. ang rectify e
Taliban from, destroying Bug. the situation for the Hindus of or
dhist reling, I am sure megy Kashmir, Moreover, if the lead- J
demoeratin nations u.fﬂ).e world UfSllip in Ind‘ja for some reason
would suppory India in thyy Eo 4 Se
Eedigeny Is unwilling to Buarantre the
b must be poingag gy Ehiat safety of the Hindys who plan to 1v-
Afghanistan, Most of jig return to the Vall?_y. it is then
kenowen history, has been territo. Inng overdue and air that they gl
iy culturally o o of o | ? given an appropripte place in ird
Indian mainiand . : : f' :
]F‘I‘ﬂ]ih;:npemis[ in their 4im the V{l“a_}’ wiiere thﬂy i IIV.(-} la]
ta iicsi.r‘n_\' such stalueg U‘ml‘c'.ia lngether:. E?en if the IIOW '”f‘-’"SI* Of
I 10 reazan why Indiy should ngy v conflict in Kashinir continues he
threston Taliba wig), g Agni | for some time mors, in this man-
missi]p. ner it should have Do major
F:‘"‘"""‘:‘ (S“’I‘*;f impact on either the Muslim or
SMOnG Cally. Hindu lpopu]ations of Kashmir,
B : Finally “most of e Indiansg,
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It is now ' known
i doubt that the USA
=d to transfer space and
technology to China,
sany of us professional
Siving in the USA hope
Indian leadership will
push Indian space and
‘programmes. In fact the
ns to be quite unhappy
aear perfect launch of
—Q , as this not only
adid"a competitor in the
fonal satellite business
5 gives India a sophisti-
SBM capability. The USA
worried that India has an
dly advanced nuclear
ame. Thanks mainly to
i Bhabha, the Indian nu-
pergy programme dl pre-
the second largest indige-
sgramme in Asia after
| lapan.
ble the manufacture of
: Fower plants has been
e for decades in India, its
China, completed her first
only indigencus power
{300 MW) at Qinshan in
ag Province in December
‘with generous Israeli help.
Based on reliable informa-
the design of this plant
to be rather unsatisfactory
& has yet not been able to
its full capacity of power
gation.
= other two 900 MW reac-
&t Daya Bay in Guangdong
nce were totally construct-
% a U S-French consortium
part of an agreement bet-
» President Reagan and tho
8 Chinese Prime Minister, Mr
Ziyang. Reportedly one of
- '
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the reactors of this plant recent-
ly was shut down due to techni-
cal problems. However, I hope
the Indian leadership will not be
satisfied with these achieve-
ments and will put more re-
sources into its space and nu-
clear programmes, as they will
make India into a great econom-
ic and military power in the near
future, '

Moreover, India whose nu-
clear weapons capability is well
documented since 1960 made a
grave error (as history has
shown) to wait till 1974, to
demonstrate her capability with
a sophisticated 17 kiloton de-
vice. Further nuclear-explosion-
tests will certainly be helpful in
removing any ambiguity or sCep-
ticism that some countries seem
tc have about India’s nuclear
weapons capability.

It must be also peinted out
that the so-called nuclear wea-
pons capavility of our small
neighbour Pakistan is nothing
but a great hoax (most credible
exliem are of this view) and is
only a bait by the USA via her

proxy Pakistan to neutralise
India’s nuclear-and missile pro-
grammes. Hence, Pakistan is
always luring India on behalf of
the USA to sign treaties such as
NPT, CTBT etc, with the hope
that in such a manner [ndie's
nuclear and missile programmes
can be controlled by the USA.
Naturally, India must never fall
into this trap and in fact main-
tain a capability to take on both
Pakistan and China at the same
time militarily, which is not too
fficult to achieve. — Yours,

o 1
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otc., TARA SRINIVASAN. " XU

its service popular, offered a free

VS, 144

e U el

Princeton (USA), October 13. ™
y 4

Sir, — Thanks for the piece
“Blunders, flops’ in pursuit of
the almighty dollar” (9-10
November). May I add two more
anecdotes on the subject.

A U 8 airline in crder to mase

ticket for the wife of executives
for a to-and-fro journey beyond a
certain distance. A number of
executives availed of the facility.
After a few weeks, the airline
concerned sent letters to the
wives to find out how they liked
the flight which they took with
their:husbands and what sugges-
tions they had to improve the
service further, Most of the wives
were surprised to receive the let-
ters and asked the airline what
flight they were talking about,
The fallout in their family life
was not known!

A company boasted that it
treated its customers as kings
and any complaint was welcome
by the president, The company,
anticipating that there will be a
plethora of complainis, drafted a
ganeral reply thanking the cus-
tomer and stating that it will try
and improve its service. A nasty
complaint came and the presi-
dent wrote on the reverse to his P
R man “send the “b ... the stan-
dard reply”. An assistant in the P
R Department by mistake attach-
ed the complaint letter of the
customer along with the reply!
— Yours, etc., NIRUPAM HAL-
DAR.
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Calcutta, November 12.



pate that the In-
£, currently run
'ront alliance, is
is secular. This
s only to gain mi-
2 political leader-

e of this flawed
s¢ of Hindus in

'can deny nation-
pod intentions of
ir Inder Kumar
lopes that the
hip in India will
wve and rectify the
Rdus and Sikhsin
Pezion who due to
inating from Is-
entalists) were
the Vale of Kash-
rship in India for
‘the other is not

willing to guarantee the safety of
Hindus and Sikhs — who plan to
return to their homes in the val-
ley — there is a problem. Even if
the low intensity conflict in Kash-
mir continues for some more time,
it will have no major impact on ei-
ther Muslims or Hindus in the
valley.

Since the majority of Hindus
who belong to the Vale of Kash-
mir are Pandits, it might be inter-
esting to mention that the contri-
butions of this microscopic commu-
nity to India in the intellectual arid
political areas right from the an-
cient to modern times have been
stupendous. One can mention per-
sons like Jawaharlal Nehru,
Indira Gandhi and Tegk: Bahadur
Sapru. It might aiso be worth inen-
tioning that out of the 16 best
known historians of ancient India
14 were Kashmiri Pandits.

This small community of Brah-

s’ Contributions Significant

mans aiso has contributed quite
substantially to the defense of
modern India and produced two
effective military leaders - T.N.
Raina and S.K. Kaul. Capt,
Mahindra Nath Mulla gallantly
went down (to save his subordi-
nates) along with his ship INS
Khukri in the 1971 war with Pa-
kistan. For this supreme sacrifice,
Capt. Mulla was awarded Mahavir

- Chakra posthumously.

Finally most of us Indians do
feel that the time is ripe for the
people of India irrespective of their
religion, caste or ethnic back-
ground to be treated on par on all
issues. It is also our hope that Lhe
leadership in India when making
anv cittical decisiens will fuke invo
consideration the future of the
country rather t %t elec-
tion.

‘Saligram Naidu



e of the UF
=oL come as u
“S-based NRIs.
anticipated as
Lover the last
=loped into an
aliovn which
%o care for the
serland.
engress of Ma-
1 Jawaharlal
s totally dedi-
Alsoinrecent
i seems to have
s the concept of
fry toward the
‘n multination-
¥ even consumer

this reason the

a8

DN

RS T e

Congress party leadcrship seems
to want an “imported” person like
Sonia Gandhi to lead it. The
United Front with only a few good
people such as Gujral remains an
organization with no conerete poli-
cies. Unfortunately Congress and
the United Front are spending
most of their time and resources
on opposing BJP rather than for-
mulating a policy which is benefi-
cial to India.

Many of us NRIs feel that it is
high time that the people of India
gave the BJP a chance to lead the
country. Clearly the BJP other
than being an exceptionally na-
tionalist party also has an image
of being a party whose mcmbers
in general have a rcputation of

: -

A Al a—

4, 497

Umted Front Govt. No Surprise

being extremely honest and dedi-
cated. This is in sharp contrast Lo
the situatinn existing in other par-
ties of Indin.

Many people who oppose the
BJP often mention that it is a fun-
damentalist Hindu organization.
Such a charge is totally baseless.
The BJP rule in many states dem-
onstrated without doubt that it
measures all religious groups with
the same yardstick. During my re-
cent visit to India I went to

Rajasthan and was delighted to

observe that many Muslim friends
there were more than satisfied
with the BJP government led
Bhairon Singh wat.

Devraj Nadar
Ardmore, Okla.
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t matter whether Kerala

Chief  Minister EK
Nayaaar's allegarion |
jgainst  former  State
Finance Minister

Oommen Chandy is polic-
ically morivared or s
ntended to clip the wings

of his own party colleague,
former Leader of the
Opposition WA,
Achuthanandan. One

thing is cerrain: the Srare
exchequer has suffered a
loss of Rs. 27 crores in the

Satyamurti's
; remark
In his review of the

e 4900000

Sundlar Ningh Baghel
Minister of State {Independent charge)
‘ Dairy Development

Legislative Assembl

Dear Sir, )

In the artcle ditled “A ciiss defused” by Venkitesh
Ramzkrishnan and Praveen Swami published in rac issue dated
November 1-14, 1997 of your respecied perindizal, in the caption
to the photograoh on page 5, I have been shown in a circle and
described as a former legislaror. (He was described asa “former
MLA® — Frenzline.,

The factis that [ am a Member of the Legislative Council at
present and at the time of the confidence vote I attended che
y 0 my capacity’ as Minisrer for Dairy

Chennai 600002

(Lranslared from the Hind; original)

rather low in Chifa in reh-

Vidhan Bhavan | ton to India. For instance 1

Luckoow
12-11-97

professor in China nakes
ahour %90 per monch and
usually rides a bicyele o
work. Even in a cioy such as
Beijing there are %r fewer
cars than in Delhi, nor w
speak of motorised bikes in
which probably India leads
the world now, In fact, mos:
Chinese rids bicycles to
work and orly some party
members or their children

have access to autoriobiles,

palmalein import deal. Developmen. thar ton mostly old-model
Those who ate respon- Please take the trotble to publish this lerter prominentlyinthe | Japanese imports. The
sible for thishugeloss, how | mext issue Chinese are masters when it
ever high and mighty they Yours, comes to doing cosmeric
may be, should be broughe Sundar Singk: Baghcl changes s0 as to impress vis-
to hook. Shri N. Ram itors. In fact, the only thing
S. Raghunatha Ecitor thar isvisible in China is uni
Puabiu Erontline, Kasturi Building form poverty.
Alappuzha, Kerala 859-860 Anna Salai Even in critical areas

stch as nuclear techrology,
the incigenous Indian pro-
grammes have an edge over
those of China, For exam.

book The Dyrasty (Ouober
I7), Dr. S. Gopal quotes approvingly the
description of Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal
Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi by S.
Satyamurti as “Father, son and holy
-~ ghost”. Gopal finds rais “not an unkind
| and meaningless somerk,”

As asrudent of Indian history T have
the greazestregard for these great freedom
fighters. They tower over the people who
have been our “narional leaders” in recent
- yeats, However, T have reservarions abour
the comoarison made with the Teinity by
Satyamurt and the azceptance of it by

Current English (1995) defines the Holy
Ghost asthe Holy Spicit. The Holy Spiric
is defined as “the third person of the
- Trinity, God as spiricually acrive.”
Christians oelieve that when Jesus
Christ was preparing to leave the world,
he promised 10 send the Ho'y Spirit to
guide those in the world whe believe in
Him. “Wlien I go, youwill not be left all
alone; T will come Back to you. In a liule
‘while the world will see me ne more, but
¥ou will see me: and because [ live, you
also will live. When that day comes, you
will know that L am in my Father and that
Fou are in tme, just as [ am in you... The
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fatier
will send in my name, will teach you eve ry-
thing and make you remember all thar 1
ve told you (St. John's Gospel, the New
estament, Chapter 14, vetses 18-20,26).

Gopal. The Concise Oxford Dictionary of

Witk this background, it is clear tha-
there is no parallel berween the spirieal
matters spoken nfby Jesus Christand rhe
earthly matters mentioned in the hook
review. Hence lamunzble to nnderstand
the spproving reference by Gopal to
Sar,ya_murl.-i’a resmark, )

Dr. V.K Bawa

Hyderabad

On the consrary, the letter-wriver’s
researeh and the characterisationaf the Hely
Ghas us the “spirissally active” component
of the Trinity appear io indicaie that
Satyamursi’s formulasion was an approgri-
ate one. — Ediror,

China and India

This is witl reference o Praful
Bicwai’s colemn “Chings cansition”
(Ocrober 17). 1 find the article racker wo
subjective and also ge: the impression chat
the auther has a pre-formed opinion of
China.

As ar ecconomist who has just
reruened from China after a prolonged
visit to various aczdemic irstimitions in
that country, Iwouldlike to givemyviews
on China in relation o Indiaas far as most
issuss are concerned. Undoubredly,
China is mote srganised than India,
Nevertheless, quite in contrast to India,
that nation lacks vitaliry.

The salaries for professional persons are

ple, while nuclear power
plants are routinely built in India for
decades now, China is still busy standar-
dising its  300-MW planc design, for
which it got generous foreign help,

As far as trade is cancerned, China, as
heloval fiend of the 1, S., has the most-
favoured-nation trace sttas and 5 thus
able 1o supply a large amount ot low-tech
productssuch as tays, bagsand so om, par-
ticularly to the U.S. However, might
point our that the foreign exchange
teserves of China are not as large as the
Western media have us believe because
China buysa let of hardware such as rock-
et parts, nuclear power and plant pares
from the 118

Finally, conditions in China are such
thatit is racher rare for mainknd Chinese
students o return heme from the 1.5,

The main reason for the Chinesestudenrs

not returning home is pure economics,
apart from the lack of any freedom in
China. With all the problems in India,
any unbiased petson in my opinion would
prefer to live in India,

The basic reason for China being 2
favourite of the Western countries is chat
since 1973 it is a stracegic ally of the U.S,

What India really lacks, in relaticn to
China, isa srong leadership that can push

Dr. Manotosk Dasgupa
ark Ridge, IT. US.A

FRONILINE, DECEMBER 12, 1997







RS.TO THE EDITOR."

AKISTAN

IR, — I did find the article
"Chanakya would under-
md" (22-23 November) by Mr
K Dull rather interesting.
vever, unfortunately this
hor in my opinion did not
fearch his articlé too well
or politically or scientifical-
First, the author gives us data
Pakistan's nuclear weapons
pability. All scientific -ewi-
ace indicates that this so-
fed capability is false. Pakis-
has vet to demonstrate her
Elear weapons capability and
he ever conducts a test the
Entific community worldwide
enough experience to detect
Eh a test. Moreover, it is well
wn that Pakistan has virtual-
10 uranium deposils and also
expertise in uranium ore min-
let alone facilities to enrich
lum-235 above the 93 per
level or plutonium produc-
and extraction facilities.
are necessary for produc-
nuclea: bomb.
scondly, Mr Dutt quotes Prof.
men FPeter Rosen, little
ing probably, that this per-
Belongs to the U S Jewish
¥ and hence. Prof. Rosen
s the polities which furthers
policies of this powerful
. Withy all the trouble in
the Jewish lobby is still
ing the standard pohcy
down by Dr Xissinge
st Indsa. According to thi
£y, India will be p\llad
st the Islamic world via
fstan, In such.a manner it is
#d that Israel will benefit
Buse all Islamic countriess
furn :heir attention away
B Israel and the focus will be
dia.
sily, Mr Dutt falls totally
the rap laid by political
gists nere in the USA. As is
e Jewish political sci-
= make significant contri-
towards formulating the

e 4, Chnurmghee Square,

HAS NO N-C APABILlTY

U S foreign policy. It is mnore
than clear to many ol us political
scientists of Indian origin here
lh.a'l. U S Jewish. politicians are
using suvine ptuplv (without
their l\nuwlf-rlgc} in India to fur-
ther their goals in the world via
their frir‘n:i China, One might
mention that the Chira of the
1960s wirich spoke for the devel-
UPlﬂg-COUHtT]BS 9‘(15\‘; no moere.
The China of today is tightly
linked to the U S Jewish lobby
and Israzl and hence, it is oblig-
ed not only to look after its own
interests but also these of Israel.
China, as is well known, does
benefit from her ties with the
U 8§ Jewish lobby and Israel.
Recently China received space
and nuclear technology 'and ~
hardware from the USA and
Canada. Economics has nothing
to do with these deals as many
other countries are willing to
ay more money for such help.
ut have been so far refused both
by the USA and Canada, More-
over, also once India demon-
strated her nuclear weapon
capabilities in 1974 the global
balance was shattered and Dr
.Kissinger’s “China card” against
mainly the then Soviet Union
and also against India lost its
value. With the Agni missiles
and the acquisition of SU-30 air-
craft India now has the potential
enetrate deep into China
mtﬁ nuclear weapons. Hence,
Dr Kissingar’s China card has no
relevance today. Therefore there
is no reason why India should
orry about f“hma or play sec-
=g ? aars, etc.,

NARENDRA T‘AI IT.
Boston (USA), 3 Decembet.

TDOMISSION

] I

Sir, — The ceason for admis-
sion_ to schools has begun.
Parents are driven from pillar to
post to get their children into
English-medium schools of their

X

¢

choice. Good English-medium
schonls are in short sapply. To
[i1l the gap schools of indifferent
quality have mushroomed and
they are doing good business.

+ The main problem with
English-medium schools is that

many of them demand donaticns

[rom parents. This is unaccept-
able. Donations are a euphem
ism for bribes." Persons having
black money can donate any
amount, but for a salaried person
it is a major burden. And in zny
case why should a boy.or a girl
start a career with bribery? In the
USA education is very expen-
sive, but bribery is un-heard of.
English-medium schools are free
to raise their fees; why should
“they demand money? Merit
should be the criterion for
admission, not black money or
graft. — Yours, etc.,, KAMAL
KUMAR GHATAK.
Calcutta, 12 December.

PLAYING C M

Sir, — I was surprised to read
the news item, "Laloo plays CM
at carnage site” (14-15 Decam-
her). Immediataly nn his release,
the former Chief Minister has
again started nsing extra-consti-
tutional powers for which he
was sent to jail (read air-condi-
tioned comfort). He is trying to
woo the voters illegally on the

eve of the eleclions to the Lok
Sabha.

Singe Laloo Prasad Yadav is no
longer the Chief Minister, he
must desist from issuing official
orders. He should know lhat
civil servants can carry cut only
the lawful orders of a lawful
autherity and none slse.

If Rabri Devi is unable to tun
the administration without the
promptings of an untenable de
facto Chief Minister, she mus:
step down.: — Yours, etc., ABHI-
JIT GUPTA.

Calcutta, 15 December.

QL(LXUWHM, (nku.'HG\ & j{(fhi !
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BJP MARCH

Collapse of the United
*vernment did not come
Prise to many of us In-
%1e in the USA. This was
2 as the Congress has re-
veloped into an oppoy-
- O1ganization which in
seems to care for the
¥ India. Gone is the Gon-
Gandhi and Nekru
was dedicated to the

o the Congress seems
' moved away from the
of indigenous industry
%2 multinationals and
* goods. Probably this is
Party wants an import-
"3, namely, Mrs Sonia
' lead it! Besides the U

STATESMAN

F hardly has any concrete poli-
cies. Both' the Congress and the
U F are spending most of their
resources on opposing the BJP
rather than on formulating a
policy which is good for India.
It is overdue that the people of
India give the BJP a chance, The
BJP, other than being an excep-
tionally nationalistic party, also
has an image of being one whose
members in general have a repu-
tation for honesty, This is in
contrast to the reputation of
other parties. The BJP is not fun-
damentalist. BJP rule in many
states in India has demonstrated
that this party looks upon all the
people with the same yardstick,
be they minority or majority.
When 1 went to Rajasthan re-
cently I was delighted to cbserve
that my Muslim friends out
there were more than satisfied
with the Shekhawat govern-
ment. Nevertheless, the people
of India have to be alert to the
fact that many foreign powers,
particularly the USA, China and

Pakistan, are against the BJP

coming to power. They are wor-
ried about the nationalistic and
aggressive stance of the BJP as
this policy will put an end to all
the political and military games
that these countries are playing
i i 'iruu.l. ]

EVRAJ NADAR.

Oklahoma (USA), 5 Decembe
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[ ing in our neighborhood. As soo

‘as the BJP-led government ex-
ploded nuclear weapons, the ar-
tificial balance forced on India
by the United States and her
~ (allies became meaningless.
Moreover, clearly as Pakistan
did not have a nuclear bomb, she
Was not able to react to the In-
dian moves for more than two
weeks.

It is only after US military
delegation visited Pakistan that
Pakistan did explode something
that looked like a nuclear device,
There clearly seems t be a US
involvement in the nuclear tests
claimed by Pakistan. It is quite
likely that the US algo involved
the Chinese in this venture by
promising them guudies. At
Present only one Pakistani blast
of about 10 kiloton gives an im-
Pression of being a nuclear blast.
Moureover, some of the Pakistani
| bombs have been referred to ag

for pelitical reasons.

These stories have been care-
fully planted to give the impres-
|'sion that Pakistan is genuinely
[ testing her own bombs, After
| these events, the US-led West-

-{ ®T0 media unleashed g propa-.-
ganda war so as to.psychologi-.. -
cally depress India and: prop up
Pakistan in order to try to gal.-

*The aim of this propaganda

b e
IS

war was also to try to destabi..

ize the effective and aggressive -

-3"1“‘"

| duds bytheW&stemmedia_ozﬂy _
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e en
%@%ﬂ-éﬁ&ﬂfﬁma, Pakistan
as a bait of her ‘Sponsors is will-
ing to sign the CTBT if India joins
in too. India must never sign the
CTBT as this is a trap. Rather
than signing the CTBT, India
must now push for totg] global
nuclear disarmament, I gemneral,
India has even Nnow nothing to
worry about as Pakistan has no

known reserves of Uranium ore

and her nuclear facilities are
rather small and insignificant,

She does not even have g
chemical industry so as to produce
fuel for the missiles. Also there
are reports recently that the UJS
is requesting Russia tp ask her
friend North Korea to supply some
missiles to Pakistan, In short,
everything Pakistan has is being
given to her by her sponsors, It is
also well known now that the US
is fully entrenched in Pakistan,
as the very survival of Pakistan
now depends on the US, -

In fact, recently Benagzir -

Bhutto was not too pleased on this

= S

e i

- ﬁ“'rw: .

ernment. It must be mentioned
that while the US ang her allies
are informing the world that they
have placed sanctions on Paki.
stan, but in reality, the US and
her friends continue to help Paki-
stan, ‘though not in s too evident
manner,
We Indians hope that India
il now continue her missile and
nuclear programs without any in-
hibition. This must, however, be
done in a calculated way so that
we gain militarily and politically

and don’t exhaust our resources.

One might mention that the
competition of India 18 now with
the US as every bomb India now
tests, the US will match that for
Pakistan, However, this must in
no way deter us from continuing
our missile and nuclear testing
In short, no Power on earth can
Now prevent India ﬁnm.emerg_ing

AT B DG ORAIO
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Minister, Mr. I K. Gujral, nevertheless one hopes
that the present leadership in India will show
initiative and rectify the situation for the Hindus
of Kashmir. Moreover, if the leadership in India
{or some reason is not willing to guarantee the
safety of the Hindus, who plan to return to the
valley, it is then long overdue and fair that they
be given an appropridte place in the valley
where they can live together. Even if the low
intensity conflict in Kashmir continues for some
time more, in this manner it shiould have no
major tempestuous impact on either the Mustim
or Hindu population of Kashmir.
Finally, most Indians, whether living in the
country or abroad, do feel that the time is ripe
for the people of India, irrespective of their reli-
gion, caste or eiinic background, to be treated
with the same criterion on all issues. The lead-
l ership, when making any critical decisions,
should take into consideration the future of the

{ _ country rather than the nexLele i€

m Nai

du, Exton (U.S.)

Council sea

Sir, — In the Editorial, ‘‘Reforming the U.N.
(Sept. 26), it has been rightly pointed out tha
the logic of India’s claim for a permanent scat ir
the Security Council is related to the rectifica
tion of the distortions of the U.N. asitis structur

nate that often to display to ed at present. Issues wholly irrelevant to India

are secular and also to gain entitlement to a permanent seat should not an
ical leaders in India go over- more stall a decision in its favour. The Pakistar
ting secularism by making Foreign Office statement (The Hindu, Sept. 26
n suffer. A concrete examp that India is not eminently qualified to seek pe
is the case of the Hindus Jt manent membership as it has not fnplements
) one can deny ‘he morality, the U.N. resolution on jamms and Kochmir o
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Fight Taliban!

Taliban control about two-
thirde of Afihanistan and now
stand al the very gate of Mazar-
1-Sharif. Tt ig hence necessary
that India should mobilize the
world opinion and prevert
Taliban from destroying Bud-
dhist relies. 1 am gure most
demcratic nations of the wm‘.ld
would support India in that
eve?tt‘muﬁt be pointed out t.}'.lﬂ.t.
Afghanistan, for mast nf‘:!'_r-:
known history, has been Lcmb)_—
riallv and eulturally a parl of the
Indian mainiand . o
IMeliban persistin their aim
tn destioy such statues thersis
nn reason why India shr{u‘irj rm!:
{hreaten Taliban with the Apt

missile.

KASHMIRI HINDUS
Sir, — It is unfartunate that the
political leadership in India, to
show the world it is secular and
also to gain minority votes, poes
overboard in rlrzmnns?mting sec-
ularism by making the Hindy
Fopulation suffer. A concrete
example of this flawed policy is
the case of the Hindus of
Kashmir. While ng one can den
the morality, nationalism and
good intentions of the Prime
Minister, one neverthelegs
hopes the present leadershi

-wiﬁ show initiative and rectif
the situation for the Hindus of
Kashmir. Moreovor, if the lead-
ership in India for some reason
is unwilling to guarantee the
satety of the Hindus whao plan to
return to the Valley, it is then
long overdue and fair that they
be given an a propriate place in
the Valley wﬂere thay can live
logether. Even if the low intensi-
ty conllict in Kashmir continues
for some time more, in this man-
ner it should have no major
impact on either the Muslim or
Hindu populations of Kashmir,
Finally ‘most of us Indians,
whether in India or abroad, do
feal the time ig ripe that the peo-
ple of India, irrespective of their
religion, caste or ethnic back-
ground be treated with the same
criterion on all issues 1t is also
our hope that the leadership in
India when making any critical
decisions takes into consider,
tion the future of the country

uss, etc., SALIGRAM NADU
Exton (USA), September 26.




Congress lacks leadership

ore crucial phases of the Lok Sabha elections to 99, I, like many other Indians, would like to
rty of giving my humble views on this subject. Undoubtedly, I want to see Mr Atal Bihzri
ntinue to lead India, as the Prime Minister, towards greatness and prosperity.

-Ongress has also contributed significantly towards development in the past, at present it lacks a
dership which is acceplable to most Indians. Sadly, the Congress has handed over leadership to

=andhi wiose only merit seems to be that she is the wife of Rajiv Gandhi and daughter-in-law of
3hi.

ress, there is no dearth of brilliant and veteran leaders such as Mr Narain Dutt Tiwari, Mr Arjun
atwar Singh and Dr Manmoachan Singh. Having placed Mrs Sonia Gandhi at the party’s helm of
gressmen have not only made a mockery of democracy but also played with the self-

respect and
=ll20S...10.my opinion, no sane voter will condone the Congress for this.
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China : An artificial counter 3
Sir,

This has reference to the views of one Mac Kher (10 July) titled, "Rejected
PNTR", | get the feeling from his letter that this author is acting as a
szlesman for China. Al what he has written regarding China in my opinion
is fabricaled. Firstly, China is an ally of the US and not a rival. Secondly,
this author wants to make China the leader of the developing countries by ' ,L
making China an atificial counter o he US. Thitdly, people who know

China pretty well will inform you that China is a backward couniry in every |r| fl
sense.

Finally | might mention the West is not afriad of China but in reality they are
worried (quite wrangly as India is a democracy) about Incia mainly because
of India's vastly superior technological base in relation to China

Yours etc...
Kum Kum Saraf,
Amakenstrs, 32/62
80799, Munchen
Germany
<kumkumsaraf@web.de>
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Dr Bhabha and nuclear weapons

Sir,

This letter is with reference to the article of 25th
September, "APJ Abdul Kalam.: Father of Indian
Bomb" by Mozaffar Islam. In my Opinion this
author has not done his homework for this article.
While Dr Kalam (a brilliant person and a great
nationalist) has contributed much towards our
indigenous missile programme his contribution in
the area of nuclear weapons development (for
India) is rather insignificant.

The real father of the Indian nuclear weapons is
none other than the great Homi J. Bhabha.
Bhabha was not only one of the greatest
physicists of any time but also a great Bharati
nationalist. As is now well known that given the go
ahead Bhabha could have detonated a nuclear
bomb for India way back in the year 1957.

,
Yours etc....
Dr Badal (Babuul ) Ghosh

York United Kingdom
badallghosh@exciie.com
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[ ing in our neighborhood. As soo

‘as the BJP-led government ex-
ploded nuclear weapons, the ar-
tificial balance forced on India
by the United States and her
~ (allies became meaningless.
Moreover, clearly as Pakistan
did not have a nuclear bomb, she
Was not able to react to the In-
dian moves for more than two
weeks.

It is only after US military
delegation visited Pakistan that
Pakistan did explode something
that looked like a nuclear device,
There clearly seems t be a US
involvement in the nuclear tests
claimed by Pakistan. It is quite
likely that the US algo involved
the Chinese in this venture by
promising them guudies. At
Present only one Pakistani blast
of about 10 kiloton gives an im-
Pression of being a nuclear blast.
Moureover, some of the Pakistani
| bombs have been referred to ag

for pelitical reasons.

These stories have been care-
fully planted to give the impres-
|'sion that Pakistan is genuinely
[ testing her own bombs, After
| these events, the US-led West-

-{ ®T0 media unleashed g propa-.-
ganda war so as to.psychologi-.. -
cally depress India and: prop up
Pakistan in order to try to gal.-

*The aim of this propaganda

b e
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war was also to try to destabi..

ize the effective and aggressive -
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e en
%@%ﬂ-éﬁ&ﬂfﬁma, Pakistan
as a bait of her ‘Sponsors is will-
ing to sign the CTBT if India joins
in too. India must never sign the
CTBT as this is a trap. Rather
than signing the CTBT, India
must now push for totg] global
nuclear disarmament, I gemneral,
India has even Nnow nothing to
worry about as Pakistan has no

known reserves of Uranium ore

and her nuclear facilities are
rather small and insignificant,

She does not even have g
chemical industry so as to produce
fuel for the missiles. Also there
are reports recently that the UJS
is requesting Russia tp ask her
friend North Korea to supply some
missiles to Pakistan, In short,
everything Pakistan has is being
given to her by her sponsors, It is
also well known now that the US
is fully entrenched in Pakistan,
as the very survival of Pakistan
now depends on the US, -

In fact, recently Benagzir -

Bhutto was not too pleased on this
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ernment. It must be mentioned
that while the US ang her allies
are informing the world that they
have placed sanctions on Paki.
stan, but in reality, the US and
her friends continue to help Paki-
stan, ‘though not in s too evident
manner,
We Indians hope that India
il now continue her missile and
nuclear programs without any in-
hibition. This must, however, be
done in a calculated way so that
we gain militarily and politically

and don’t exhaust our resources.

One might mention that the
competition of India 18 now with
the US as every bomb India now
tests, the US will match that for
Pakistan, However, this must in
no way deter us from continuing
our missile and nuclear testing
In short, no Power on earth can
Now prevent India ﬁnm.emerg_ing
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Minister, Mr. I K. Gujral, nevertheless one hopes
that the present leadership in India will show
initiative and rectify the situation for the Hindus
of Kashmir. Moreover, if the leadership in India
{or some reason is not willing to guarantee the
safety of the Hindus, who plan to return to the
valley, it is then long overdue and fair that they
be given an appropridte place in the valley
where they can live together. Even if the low
intensity conflict in Kashmir continues for some
time more, in this manner it shiould have no
major tempestuous impact on either the Mustim
or Hindu population of Kashmir.
Finally, most Indians, whether living in the
country or abroad, do feel that the time is ripe
for the people of India, irrespective of their reli-
gion, caste or eiinic background, to be treated
with the same criterion on all issues. The lead-
l ership, when making any critical decisions,
should take into consideration the future of the
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